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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
REPORT FOR THE VILLAGE COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

MARCH 11, 2008 AGENDA 
 

SUBJECT:                                              TYPE:                                      SUBMITTED BY: 

Purchase of Audio/Video Digital 
Recording System 

 
 

Resolution 
Ordinance       
Motion 
Discussion Only 

Robert Porter 
Chief of Police 

 
SYNOPSIS 
A motion has been prepared to approve the proposal from Word Systems, Inc. of Indianapolis, Indiana, for 
the purchase and installation of an audio/video digital recording system in the Police Department in an 
amount not to exceed $25,994. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals for 2007-2012 identified Exceptional Municipal Organization and the 
supporting objective of Top Quality Core Services Responsive to Current and Future Community and 
Citizen Needs. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The FY08 budget has $26,000 budgeted for this expenditure in Program 625.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the March 18, 2008, consent agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Pursuant to Illinois State law, the Police Department is mandated to record, both audibly and visually, 
interviews of suspects associated with major crimes investigations. The Village is seeking to upgrade the 
technology currently used from a VHS recording system to a digital audio/video recording system. The 
proposed system is compatible with all types of interview rooms and is user friendly. In addition to “one-
touch” recording controls, this system is more reliable than standard VHS recordings ensuring complete 
and accurate recordings with excellent quality. Unlike DVR or VHS recorders, this system provides time-
stamped annotations that can be added by the detective. This system can also “index” words and phrases 
that can be rapidly searched for report preparation and courtroom testimony. Another benefit of this 
system is that it allows supervisors to view the interview and to communicate updated information to 
detectives, via radio ear microphone, which could potentially impact whether a confession is gained.    
 
An official Request for Proposals process was conducted. Word Systems, Inc. was the only company to 
submit a proposal.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Word Systems quote 
Contract form 
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