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SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested authorizing the purchase of firefighter turnout gear from Air One, Inc. of Elgin, 
Illinois, in the amount of $196,963.65 of which $177,267.28 will be reimbursed by the Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant (AFG).   
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
This purchase would align with the Five Year Plan Goal for 2007-2012 of Top Quality Village 
Infrastructure and Facilities with the supporting objective of Improving Fire and Emergency Medical 
Service Delivery. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The total cost of the new firefighter turnout gear and all of the associated accessories is $196,963.65. The 
grant will reimburse the Village $177,267.28. The Village share will be $19,696.37, which is 10 percent 
of total cost and is provided for in the FY08 General Fund budget. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the May 6, 2008, consent agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Village Council authorized the submission of the turnout gear grant on March 20, 2007. Upon 
receiving word in November 2007 that the grant was being awarded to the Village, the Fire Department 
formed a committee of 15 firefighters to conduct an extensive evaluation process of the different makes of 
turnout gear available. Over 571 pieces of data for each make of turnout gear were analyzed.  
Additionally, interviews were conducted with over 50 fire departments to get perspective on the turnout 
gear they were using. 

The committee prepared a comprehensive RFP that clearly specified all of the minimum standards that 
were expected of the new turnout gear. Five vendors participated in the process. Only one, Air One, Inc. 
of Elgin, Illinois, was able to meet all of the committee’s specifications.    

Vendor Proposed Price 
Air One, Inc. $196,963.65 
Environmental Safety Group $201,140.52 
Equipment Management Company $166,759.50 
Five Alarm, Inc. $167,055.00 
MES $178,075.00 

 
ATTACHMENT 
Contract Form 
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