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SYNOPSIS 
A resolution has been prepared authorizing the execution of a three year agreement with Thompson West 
for legal research, legal publications and legal education services.  The amount of the agreement in the 
first year is $11,222.40 (paid in installments of $935.20 per month).  Each year the contract is potentially 
subject to a maximum 5% increase, making the maximum value of this contract $35,378.62 spread over 
three fiscal years.  The Village may renegotiate with West during this three year term to change services 
as it deems appropriate.  
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals for 2007-2012 identify Exceptional Municipal Organization. A supporting 
objective is High Performing Directors, Supervisors and Employees Accountable for the Task, Work 
Product and Goal Achievement. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The FY08 General Fund Budget includes $13,500.00 for this expense. The remaining funds will be used 
for supplemental books and other publications, as detailed below. Future year budgets will include the 
balance of funding. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the August 19, 2008 consent agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Thompson West (“West”) is a provider of legal research, legal publications and legal education services 
via the Internet. Staff has been utilizing West services for many years and is pleased with the services, 
publication updates and ease of use of their legal research tools; they are essentially a sole source provider 
in this market.  In an effort to receive a more competitive rate staff is recommending entering into a three-
year agreement with West.  As part of the three-year agreement the Village will receive a 30 percent 
discount on WestLaw Services (online legal database) and a 50 percent discount for legal publications and 
updates to law book volumes that are maintained in the Village’s Law Library. This package would also 
include access to continuing legal education classes that are now required of all attorneys.   
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