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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
REPORT FOR THE VILLAGE COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

NOVEMBER 11, 2008 AGENDA 

 
SYNOPSIS 
A resolution has been prepared to participate in the Illinois Safe Routes to School Program through the 
Illinois Department of Transportation.   
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals for 2007-2012 identified Top Quality Village Infrastructure and Facilities.  
A supporting objective of this goal is: Improved Neighborhood Infrastructure Curbs, Gutters, Streets, 
Sidewalks, Stormwater and Drainage System. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Participation in this program will potentially lead to a grant agreement that will support infrastructure costs 
including sidewalk improvements, pedestrian and bicycle crossing improvements, and on-street bicycle 
facilities associated with the Village’s Safe Routes to School Travel Plan.  If Council approves the 
application, the Village will request funding support for three projects totaling $250,000: 

• Support the redesign of pick-up and drop-off procedures to increase safety and access at the 
following schools; Lester, Belle Aire, El Sierra, Puffer, Kinglsey, Downer and Whittier.  This cost is 
estimated at $181,000.  

• Support the construction, replacement and repair of sidewalks at Belle Aire and El Sierra Schools.  
This cost is estimated at $50,000.  

• Install curb extensions to reduce the crossing distance on streets at Kingley and Whittier Schools.  
This cost is estimated at $19,000.  

 
This grant program is on a reimbursement basis and it will support 100% of the estimated project costs for 
the three projects up to $250,000.  Staff estimates a total cost of $250,000 between the three requested 
projects and anticipates that approximately 80% of project expenditures will be incurred in the Capital Fund 
in FY2009 while the remaining 20% of project costs will occur in FY2010. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the November 18, 2008 Consent Agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Illinois Safe Routes to School Program facilitates the planning, development and implementation of 
projects and activities that will improve the ability of primary and middle school students to walk and 
bicycle to school safely in the Village of Downers Grove.  On numerous occasions, Village staff has met 
with District 58 to discuss partnership in the Village’s Safe Routes to School Travel Plan.  By creating a 
School Travel Plan, it shows that a community is committed to ensuring that all students can safely utilize 
walking or bicycling for the trip to and from school.  The School Travel Plan aims to address issues which 
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impede active transportation and it seeks to strategically solve these problems by implementing a Safe 
Routes to School Program.   
 
This is the second year that funding is available through the Illinois Department of Transportation.  This is a 
two-tiered submittal process whereby, an entity must first submit a Safe Routes to School Travel Plan to 
IDOT; then, upon IDOT approval of the entity’s Safety Plan, the entity is allowed to submit an official 
application. At this time, staff has submitted the Safe Routes to School Travel Plan to IDOT and seeks 
Council approval to participate in the Safe Routes to School Program and the submittal of a grant 
application to the Illinois Department of Transportation. 
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RESOLUTION NO. _________ 
 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PARTICIPATION IN THE  
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM  

WITHIN THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE  
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows: 

WHEREAS, the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) was established in August 2005 as a 

Federal-Aid program through the passage of SAFETEA-LU Act, through 2009 a total of $612 

million was allocated to provide funds to states to substantially improve the ability of primary and 

middle school students (grades Kindergarten through 8th) to walk and bicycle to school safely;  

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove wishes to participate in this program as the 

lead agency, in conjunction with the Downers Grove Grade School District 58 as partners, toward 

providing infrastructure and educational improvements within the Village of Downers Grove to 

promote increased walking, bicycling, educational and enforcement training opportunities to our 

school children; 

 WHEREAS, the Village finds that the SRTS program is a beneficial means of improving 

childhood physical activity and exercise, reducing childhood obesity, reducing air pollution near 

schools, enhancing Police Department enforcement, and promoting pedestrian safety measures in 

the vicinity of schools; 

WHEREAS, the SRTS is administered through the Illinois Department of Transportation 

(IDOT), and the Village is required to submit this resolution as part of the application process to 

IDOT;  

WHEREAS,  the Mayor and Village Clerk are hereby respectively authorized and directed 

for and on behalf of the Village to execute, attest, seal and deliver this Resolution substantially in 

the form approved in the foregoing paragraph, together with such changes as the Manager shall 

deem necessary. 

WHEREAS, the proper officials, agents and employees of the Village are hereby 

authorized and directed to take such further action as they may deem necessary or appropriate to 

perform all obligations and commitments of the Village in accordance with the provisions of the 

SRTS Program. 

WHEREAS, all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this 

Resolution are hereby repealed. 

 



 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the following projects are scheduled within the Village of 

Downers Grove: 

1) Redesign pick-up and drop-off procedures to increase safety and access. 

2) Construct, replace or repair sidewalks. 

3) Install curb extensions to reduce the crossing distance on streets. 

 

This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided by law. 

 
 

                                                                                 Ron Sandack, Mayor 
 

Passed: ____________________ 
 

Approved: __________________ 
 

Attest:  _____________________  
April K. Holden, Village Clerk 
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