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SYNOPSIS 
An ordinance has been prepared vacating a dedicated and partially improved portion of the Grant Street 
right-of-way adjacent to the property located at 4501 Lee Avenue.   Pursuant to Village Code six (6) 
affirmative votes are required for approval of the ordinance. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals for 2008-2013 identified Preservation of our Residential and 
Neighborhood Character.  Supporting this goal is the objective Tolerance of Neighborhood Private 
Development.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Pursuant to the Right of Way Vacation Policy, the petitioner should compensate the Village for the vacated 
property. The fair market value is based on the latest assessment of land adjacent to the right-of-way. The 
south half of the right-of-way would be encumbered by easements. Therefore, the value of this portion of 
the land (4,256 square feet) would be discounted as recommended by the Village’s land acquisition legal 
counsel. The table below summarizes the estimated value: 

 
Property  
Address 

Assessed  
Land Value 

Square  
Feet 

ROW Land  
encumbered  
by easement 
(square feet) 

Land value per 
square foot  
(encumbered  
by easement) 

ROW Land  
not   
encumbered 
by easement 
(square feet) 

Land value per 
square foot  
(not 
encumbered  
by easement) 

Total adjusted 
estimated cost 
of right-of- 
way 

4501  
Lee Avenue 

$122,790 45,695 4,256 $0.89 9,029.8 $2.69 $28,106.37 

 
Staff is recommending payment for the vacation of the right-of-way.  Staff estimates the fair market 
value of the property to be $28,106.37 for the south half of the right-of-way to be vacated. 
 
UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the August 11, 2009 workshop. Staff recommends approval on the August 18, 
2009 active agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The 66-foot wide by 402.6-foot long Grant Street right-of-way runs east and west and is located east of 
Lee Avenue, immediately south of Lee-Grant Park. The petitioner is requesting the Village vacate the 
33-foot wide by 402.6-foot long south half of the existing Grant Street right-of-way adjacent to the 



property at 4501 Lee Avenue. This portion of the right-of-way is currently improved with a 12-foot wide 
extension of Grant Street that predominately serves as a private driveway for residence at 4501 Lee 
Avenue. The Grant Street right-of-way east of this property was vacated in 1993 to the adjacent property 
owners and is currently improved with a trail. 
 
Per the Village’s Right-of-Way Vacation Policy (Resolution #2003-58), staff contacted the utility 
companies and outside public agencies (including the Police, Fire and Public Works Departments, 
School Districts, Sanitary District and Downers Grove Park District) to determine if any rights to the 
public right-of-way should be retained.  Currently AT&T and ComEd have utility poles in the Lee 
Avenue right-of-way with guy wire cables partially located in the Grant Street right-of-way to be 
vacated. There are no other utilities in the right-of-way. The Downers Grove Park District has expressed 
interest to acquire the north half of the right-of-way in the future. 
 
Staff recommends retaining a ten-foot wide public utility and access easement along the new north 
property line to contain the existing guy wire cables and to accommodate future Grant Street trail 
extension. The easement provisions will include a requirement to allow permanent public access and 
will match the existing ten-foot wide easement on adjacent property to the east. As such, the petitioner 
will not be able to construct any permanent structure including a fence within this easement.  Staff is 
also recommending retaining a ten-foot wide public utility easement along the rear (east) property line. 
The petitioner has been informed of this requirement and does not object to it. 
 
The Plan Commission considered the vacation at their August 3, 2009. One member of the pubic spoke 
at the meeting and requested the Village maintain rights to extend the path to the east. The Plan 
Commission recommended unanimous approval of the request.  Staff concurs with this 
recommendation. 
 
ATTACHMENT 
Ordinance 
 



V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:         Applicant                              DATE:        August 18, 2009     
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:          Plan Commission                 FILE REF:    PC-16-09       
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

  X  Ordinance   

    Resolution 

    Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “AN ORDINANCE VACATING A
CERTAIN PORTION OF A RIGHT-OF-WAY
LOCATED ADJACENT TO 4501 LEE AVENUE IN
THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE”, as
presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of the attached ordinance will vacate a 33-foot wide by 402.6 foot long right-of-way (the
south half of Grant Street right-of way) located east of Lee Avenue and adjacent to 4501 Lee
Avenue.

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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