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SYNOPSIS 
Resolutions have been prepared for the following items:  

 Authorize the Village to collect credit card payments for fines, fees and other charges in 
accordance with the Local Government Acceptance of Credit Cards Act. 

 Authorize an agreement with Payment Processing Inc. (PPI) to replace the Village’s current 
credit card processing provider (PayPal).  

 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals for 2008-2013 identified Exceptional Municipal Organization. A 
supporting objective of this goal is Financially Sustainable Village Government. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The FY09 Budget includes $15,000 in the General Fund for credit card processing fees.   
 
UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
These items were discussed at the August 11, 2009 workshop. Action regarding the proposed resolutions 
was deferred until the August 25, 2009 workshop in accordance with legal notice requirements set forth 
in the Local Government Acceptance of Credit Cards Act.  Additionally, a public hearing was required 
prior to authorizing the Village to collect payments via credit card in accordance with the Local 
Government Acceptance of Credit Cards Act.  The public hearing was noticed and will be held during 
the August 25, 2009 workshop.  Staff requests that formal action for both items be taken by the Village 
Council during the August 25, 2009 workshop to avoid a gap in the Village’s ability to collect payments 
via credit card.   
 
Staff recommends approval on the August 25, 2009 Attorney’s Report pending the results of the public 
hearing. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Two resolutions are being proposed for Village Council consideration.  The first item would authorize 
the Village to collect credit card payments in accordance with the Local Government Acceptance of 
Credit Cards Act (50 ILCS 345/1 et seq.).  This act was passed by the Illinois legislature in 1997 and 
authorizes municipal governments to collect payments for various fines, fees and other charges via 
credit card.  Approval of the proposed resolution is required per the Local Government Acceptance of 
Credit Cards Act and would authorize the Village to continue to collect payments by credit card.  
 
The second resolution would authorize an agreement with PPI for credit card processing services. The 
Village currently uses PayPal for these services. PayPal is making a software change effective 



September 1, 2009. While Eden is working collaboratively with PayPal to complete this update, it will 
not be ready by September 1, 2009. 
 
There are currently only two credit card processing providers that are currently compatible with the 
Village’s financial software, PayPal (the Village’s current provider) and PPI.  The PPI software is 
already fully compliant with Eden and no update is required. Both PayPal and PPI charge the same fee 
for credit card processing services, so staff evaluated the providers based on their compatibility with the 
Village’s financial software.  With processing fees equal to the Village’s current provider and better 
compatibility and support from Eden, staff recommends a change of provider from PayPal to PPI for 
credit card processing services. 
 
Action regarding the proposed resolutions must be deferred until the August 25, 2009 workshop in 
accordance with legal notice requirements set forth in the Local Government Acceptance of Credit 
Cards Act.  Additionally, a public hearing is required prior to authorizing the Village to collect payments 
via credit card in accordance with the Local Government Acceptance of Credit Cards Act.  The public 
hearing has been noticed and will be held during the August 25, 2009 workshop.  Staff requests that 
formal action for both items be taken by the Village Council during the August 25, 2009 workshop to 
avoid a gap in the Village’s ability to collect payments via credit card.   
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RESOLUTION NO. ____

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF 
CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS BY THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE

WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 10 of the 1970 Illinois Constitution authorizes the Village of
Downers Grove to contract with individuals, associations and corporations in any manner not prohibited
by law or by ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the Local Government Acceptance of Credit Cards Act (50 ILCS 345/1, et seq.)
authorizes municipalities to accept payment by credit card for fines, fees, charges, taxes, costs or other
bills owing to, collected by or imposed by a unit of local government; and

WHEREAS, the acceptance of credit cards for payment of the above-referenced bills is common
practice for local governmental bodies; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Village to continue to accept payment by credit card
for fines, fees, charges, taxes, costs or other bills owing to, collected by or imposed by the Village of
Downers Grove by credit card; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Village of Downers Grove on August 25, 2009
which date was not less than 10 days nor later than 30 days from the date of publication of the notice, as
required by law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Village Council of the Village of Downers
Grove, DuPage County, Illinois, in the exercise of its home rule powers, as follows:

SECTION 1.  That the recitals set forth above are incorporated herein.

SECTION 2.  That the Village Council hereby authorizes the Village Treasurer to continue to
accept payment by credit card of fines, fees, charges, taxes, costs, or bills owing to, collected by or
imposed by the Village of Downers Grove and to enter into such agreements with one or more financial
institutions or service providers as may be necessary to facilitate acceptance and process of credit card
payments subject to Council approval as necessary.  

SECTION 3. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this
Resolution are hereby repealed.

SECTION 4. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as
provided by law.

                                                         
Mayor

Passed:
Attest:                                                  
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RESOLUTION NO.          

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN 
AGREEMENT AND ADDENDA BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

AND PAYMENT PROCESSING, INC.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County,

Illinois, as follows:

1. That the form and substance of a certain Agreement and Addenda thereto (the “Agreement”),

between the Village of Downers Grove (the “Village”) and Payment Processing, Inc. (“PPI”), for credit card

payment processing services, as set forth in the form of the Agreement submitted to this meeting with the

recommendation of the Village Manager, is hereby approved.

2. That the Village Manager  and Village Clerk are hereby respectively authorized and directed

for and on behalf of the Village to execute, attest, seal and deliver the Agreement, substantially in the form

approved in the foregoing paragraph of this Resolution, together with such changes as the Manager shall

deem necessary.

3. That the proper officials, agents and employees of the Village are hereby authorized and

directed to take such further action as they may deem necessary or appropriate to perform all obligations and

commitments of the Village in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement.

4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this Resolution

are hereby repealed.

5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided

by law.

                                                             
Mayor

Passed:
Attest:                                                    
                Village Clerk
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V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:   Finance                                                      DATE:    August 25, 2009                 
                                     (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                                                 FILE REF:                
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

    Ordinance   

  X  Resolution 

    Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
THE ACCEPTANCE OF CREDIT CARD
PAYMENTS BY THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS
GROVE”, as presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of the attached resolution shall authorize the acceptance of credit card payments by the
Village of Downers Grove.  This was the subject of a Public Hearing held by the Village Council
on August 25, 2009 

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:   Finance                                                      DATE:    August 25, 2009                 
                                     (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                                                 FILE REF:                
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

    Ordinance   

  X  Resolution 

    Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT AND
ADDENDA BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF
D O W N E R S  G R O V E  A N D  P A Y M E N T
PROCESSING, INC.”, as presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of the attached resolution shall authorize the execution of an agreement and addenda
between the Village of Downers Grove and Payment Processing, Inc.  This was the subject of a
Public Hearing held by the Village Council on August 25, 2009 

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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