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Bid: Prentiss Creek Area Hybrid 
Street Lights (SL-002) 

 
 
 

Resolution 
Ordinance       
Motion 
Discussion Only 

Nan R. Newlon, P.E. 
Director of Public Works 

 
SYNOPSIS 
A resolution has been prepared to approve the purchase of 25 hybrid wind and solar powered LED 
streetlights from King Luminaire Inc. of Jefferson, Ohio, in the amount of $270,000. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals identified Exceptional Municipal Organization with the supporting 
objective of Being “Green” Mindful in Village Operations. 
  
FISCAL IMPACT 
The FY09 budget includes an out-year allocation of $300,000 in Capital Projects Fund for the purchase 
and installation of street lights in the Prentiss Creek subdivision.  During discussions about the Plan, this 
project was identified as a likely grant recipient and it was decided that if the Village were successful in 
obtaining grant funding it would be advanced.   
 
The project cost includes purchasing the streetlights as well as contracting for their installation.  The cost 
to purchase the street lights is $270,000.  The installation of these lights will be bid separately and the cost 
is estimated to be $40,000, bringing the estimated total project cost to $310,000.  The Village has been 
awarded a grant from the DuPage Community Development Block Grant Program in the amount of 
$150,000 towards this project.  As a result, the total cost for the Village for this project is estimated to be 
$160,000.  For comparison, the cost of the same number of traditional streetlights would be approximately 
$200,000 to $250,000.   
 
UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the September 8, 2009 workshop.  During the workshop, a resident voiced 
concern about the cost of the proposed hybrid streetlights.  Staff has completed a cost analysis report 
comparing the proposed hybrid streetlights with conventional 150 watt high pressure sodium streetlamps.  
The comparison found that over a thirty year period, the installation and maintenance costs for the hybrid 
lights when the grant is applied are $11,176 less per light than conventional models.  As a result, the thirty 
year savings for the proposed hybrid light system is forecasted to be $279,400.  The report is summarized 
in the table on the following page: 
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Summary of Costs

Regular 150 Watt 
High Pressure 

Sodium
Hybrid 75 Watt 

LED System
Cost of Pole 4,800 10,800
Cost of Wiring & Controller 3,200 0
Cost of Installation 1,500 1,500
Line Maintenance for 30 years 2,500 0
Electricity Costs for 30 years 4,246 0
Relamping Costs 990 0
Ballast Replacement Costs 1,050 0
Battery Replacement 0 400
CDBG Grant per pole* 0 -5,590

Total Cost for 30 years per pole 18,286 7,110
Total Cost for 30 years 457,150$             177,750$              

 
In addition, the Village Council asked for a list of nearby communities that have installed the proposed 
hybrid lights so that they can be viewed.  Staff was unable to locate any nearby communities that have 
installed the proposed lights, however, photographs of the proposed hybrid streetlights have been attached 
for your information.   
 
BACKGROUND 
On September 16th, 2008 a public hearing was held to consider the application of three CBDG 
applications, including the Prentiss Creek Street lights, and following the public hearing the Village 
Council authorized the submission of the grant applications.  A resolution was approved on April 21, 2009 
which authorized execution of an agreement with DuPage County in accordance with the grant 
requirements.   
 
Following approval of the grant, staff worked with residents in the Prentiss Creek neighborhood to 
determine what type of lighting system would best meet the neighborhood’s lighting needs.  Following an 
extensive review of both solar and hybrid technologies, the residents and staff agreed the hybrid 
technology was the preferred lighting system.  
 
The materials for the hybrid street lights were competitively bid on July 23, 2009 and resulted in only one 
company capable of meeting the bid specifications.  Under the conditions listed in the agreement for the 
Dupage Community Development Block Grant, there had to be a minimum of two bidders, otherwise it is 
necessary to secure procurement by a noncompetitive proposal.    The Village submitted the required 
documentation to Dupage County to secure procurement through a noncompetitive bid process and was 
approved to use King Luminare as a sole source vendor on August 18, 2009.   The Village requested a 
best price proposal from King Luminare and received the following: 
 

Vendor Bid Price 

July 23, 2009 Bid King Luminaire Inc., Jefferson, OH   $309,500.00 

August 21, 2009 
non –competitive 
proposal 

King Luminaire Inc., Jefferson, OH        $270,000.00 

 
The new lighting in the subdivision will have a positive impact on reducing operating costs as well as 
providing enhancements to a neighborhood that otherwise had no street lighting.    The new hybrid street 
lights will also have environmental benefits.  The installation of these lights will be a separate contract 
that will be bid later.  Installation is anticipated late this fall. 
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V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:        Public Works                             DATE:          September 15, 2009     
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                                                 FILE REF:                
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

    Ordinance   

  X  Resolution 

    Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE AND KING
LUMINAIRE CO., INC.”, as presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of the attached resolution will authorize execution of an agreement between the Village
and King Luminaire Co., Inc. for twenty-five (25) hybrid wind and solar powered LED streetlights
in the Prentiss Creek area.

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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RESOLUTION NO.          

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

AND KING LUMINAIRE CO., INC. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage

County, Illinois, as follows:

1. That the form and substance of a certain Agreement (the “Agreement”), between the

Village of Downers Grove (the “Village”) and King Luminaire Co., Inc.  (the “Contractor ”), for

twenty-five (25) hybrid wind and solar powered LED streetlights in the Prentiss Creek area , as set forth

in the form of the Agreement submitted to this meeting with the recommendation of the Village Manager,

is hereby approved.

2. That the Village Manager  and Village Clerk are hereby respectively authorized and directed

for and on behalf of the Village to execute, attest, seal and deliver the Agreement, substantially in the form

approved in the foregoing paragraph of this Resolution, together with such changes as the Manager shall

deem necessary.

3. That the proper officials, agents and employees of the Village are hereby authorized and

directed to take such further action as they may deem necessary or appropriate to perform all obligations and

commitments of the Village in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement.

4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this Resolution

are hereby repealed.

5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided

by law.

                                                             
Mayor

Passed:
Attest:                                                    
                Village Clerk
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