
        ITEM BID 00-04015 
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

REPORT FOR THE VILLAGE COUNCIL WORKSHOP 
JANUARY 12, 2010 AGENDA 

 
SUBJECT:                                              TYPE:                                      SUBMITTED BY: 

Bid: 2010 Demand Pruning 
Services 

 
 
 

Resolution 
Ordinance       
Motion 
Discussion Only 

Naneil Newlon, P.E. 
Director of Public Works  

 
SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to award a three-year contract for Demand Pruning Services to Homer Tree Care, 
Inc. of Lockport, Illinois in the amount of $28,400.00.   
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals for 2008-2013 identifies Top Quality Village Infrastructure and Facilities.  
A supporting objective of this goal is Maintain the Urban Forest. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The approved FY10 Budget provides $22,000 in the General Fund for this service.  The cost of the 
proposed contract in 2010 would be $9,000. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the January 12, 2010 consent agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The purpose of this contract is for the pruning of various individual parkway trees that may require 
hanging limb removal, deadwood removal, or pruning for clearance.  This contract also includes 
occasional emergency pruning work to make conditions around a hazardous tree safe for the public. 
Historically, the amount of pruning for this contract has fluctuated from year to year due to weather 
conditions.   
 
A Call for Bids for demand pruning services was issued and published in October 2009 in accordance with 
the Village’s Purchasing Policy.  Bidders were asked to provide prices for one year and for three years.  
The bids received are summarized in the following tables: 
 
One Year 
Service Provider Total Bid 2010 
Homer Tree Care, Inc. $9,000.00 
D. Ryan Tree & Landscape LLC $12,600.00 
Winkler’s Tree & Landscaping, Inc. $13,179.60 
GroundsKeeper Landscape Care, LLC $14,880.00 
The Care of Trees $18,100.00 
Steve Piper & Sons, Inc. $19,500.00 
The Davey Tree Expert Company $22,250.00 
Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. $27,000.00 
B. Haney & Sons, Inc. $30,060.00 
Autumn Tree Care Experts, Inc. $46,000.00 
 



  
Three Year 
Service Provider Total Bid 

2010
Total Bid 

2011
Total Bid 

2012
3 Year

Contract
Homer Tree Care, Inc. $9,000.00 $9,550.00 $9,850.00 $28,400.00
D. Ryan Tree & Landscape LLC $12,000.00 $12,000.00 $12,000.00 $36,000.00
Winkler’s Tree & Landscaping, Inc. $14,379.60 $14,379.60 $14,379.60 $43,138.80
GroundsKeeper Landscape Care, LLC $14,880.00 $14,880.00 $15,600.00 $45,360.00
The Care of Trees $18,100.00 $19,300.00 $20,500.00 $57,900.00
Steve Piper & Sons, Inc. $19,500.00 $20,110.00 $20,900.00 $60,510.00
The Davey Tree Expert Company $22,250.00 $24,050.00 $24,150.00 $70,450.00
Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. $27,000.00 $28,450.00 $29,900.00 $85,350.00
B. Haney & Sons, Inc. $30,060.00 $31,230.00 $32,440.00 $93,730.00
Autumn Tree Care Experts, Inc. $46,000.00 $47,840.00 $50,640.00 $144,480.00  
 
The lowest responsive and responsible bidder for both options is Homer Tree Care, Inc of Lockport, 
Illinois.  Their references were all positive.  This contract will be their first demand pruning contract with 
Downers Grove, though they have had the regular parkway tree pruning contract before.  Staff is satisfied 
that Homer Tree Care, Inc. meets the Village’s specifications and that their pruning work will be what is 
required for all three years. 
 
Staff proposes a three-year contract for pruning services with Homer Tree Care, Inc.  FY10 would serve as 
the first year of the proposed contract and the Village could then renew the contract for two additional one 
year terms via Village Manager approval provided there are no changes to the proposed contract terms and 
conditions. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
Contract Form 
Campaign Disclosure Certificate 
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V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:          Public Works                       DATE:          January 12, 2010          
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                                                 FILE REF:                
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

    Ordinance   

    Resolution 

  X  Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to award a three-year contract for Demand
Pruning Services to Homer Tree Care, Inc. of
Lockport, Illinois in the amount of $28,400.00

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of this motion shall award a three-year contract for Demand Pruning Services to
Homer Tree Care, Inc. of Lockport, Illinois in the amount of $28,400.00

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation 

 

 
Contractor:  Homer Tree Care 
 
Project:  Tree and Stump Removal 
 
  Primary Contact: Dan Reposh  815-838-0320 
 
Time Period:  January 1 to December 31, 2008 
 
On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances) yes 
  
Provide details if early or late completion:  All work was completed on time and per the 
removal specifications.  In total, 513 trees and 455 stumps were removed throughout 
the year at a cost of $241,185.40. 
 
Change Orders (attach information if needed): The original contract award was for 
$230,574.00.  A change order was approved  for $11,500.00.  The contract total award 
then increased to $242,074.00. 
 
 
Difficulties / Positives: Homer Tree Care was very easy to deal with and they are 
extremely experienced with municipal parkway tree removals.  Lists of removal needs 
were sent to the office and then completed in a timely manner. 
 
Interaction with public:  good   
 
Complaints: minor complaints about debris or turf damage, all of which were readily 
taken care of 
 
Compliments: several for the speed and ease of the removal including 1457 Brunette 
and 6941 Webster  
 
General Level of Satisfaction with work: Satisfied   
 
Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?  Yes   
 
Reviewers:   Kerstin G. von der Heide, Village Forester 
 
Date:   January 30, 2009 
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