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SYNOPSIS 
An ordinance has been prepared amending the Liquor Code to increase the number of Class “S”, special 
event liquor licenses available.     
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals identified Exceptional Services and Communications. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A    
  
UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the May 4, 2010 meeting.  Staff recommends approval on the May 11, 2010 
active agenda. 
  
BACKGROUND 
A special event liquor license is required of any person or entity that does not hold a valid liquor license or any 
liquor licensee wishing to hold a special event which exceeds the limitations on their approved liquor license.  
Typically, local not-for-profit organizations and churches apply for these licenses for congregation events 
and fundraisers.  The Mayor/Liquor Commissioner may issue a special event license subject to reasonable 
restrictions to protect the public health, safety and welfare in the service of liquor at certain events.   
 
Currently, special event licenses are limited to three per year per location.  Based upon a request 
from St. Joseph’s Church, the Downers Grove Liquor Commission discussed increasing the number 
of special event licenses to six per year at their meeting of April 1, 2010 and recommended a 
positive recommendation be forwarded to the Village Council for its consideration and approval. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Draft Ordinance 
Liquor Commission Recommendation & Minutes – April 1, 2010 (draft)  
 
 
 



V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:          Village Manager              DATE:           May 11, 2010                             
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                                                 FILE REF:                
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

  X  Ordinance   

    Resolution 

    Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SPECIAL EVENT LIQUOR LICENSES”, as
presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of the attached ordinance shall amend special event liquor licensing provisions.  

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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ORDINANCE NO.    
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SPECIAL EVENT LIQUOR LICENSES 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County, 
Illinois, as follows:  (Additions are indicated by shading/underline; deletions by strikeout): 
 
Section 1. That Section 3.13 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
3.13 Classification of licenses. 
Such licenses shall be, and are hereby, divided into the following classes: 
 
*  *  *   
 
Class "S" Special Event Licenses 
 
"S" special event licenses shall be issued for the temporary sale of alcoholic liquor during special events.  
 (a)  It shall be unlawful for any person who does not hold a valid liquor license pursuant to the 
provisions of this Chapter, to dispense or cause to be dispensed alcoholic beverages at a grand opening, wine 
tasting, open house or other special event open to the public, without first having obtained a special event 
license from the Local Liquor Commissioner.  It shall be unlawful for any person holding a valid liquor 
license to conduct a special event which exceeds the limitations on liquor sales or otherwise fails to meet the 
requirements inherent in the applicable license classification without first having obtained a special event 
license from the Local Liquor Commissioner.   
 (b)  Applications for a license under the provisions of this section shall be filed on forms provided by 
the Village.  The general application procedures set forth in Sections 3-9 and 3-12 shall not apply to licenses 
issued under this section except for the requirement under Section 3-9(c)(9) concerning dram shop insurance 
coverage.  Provided, the Commissioner may refer any application under this section to the Commission for 
review and comment.  The application shall include such information as the Commissioner determines is 
necessary to process such application and may include, but is not limited to, the estimated number of persons 
attending the event, the location and layout of liquor sales at the event and at the premises, the persons 
responsible for dispensing of alcoholic liquor, steps to be taken by applicant to protect against any violations 
of the Village's ordinances and information regarding the manner in which and what type of liquor shall be 
dispensed and consumed.  Additional information and material may be required during the processing of such 
application related to applicant's qualifications and information provided in the original submittal, including 
attachments.  In the event the applicant is made aware that any information or document submitted as part of 
this application process is inaccurate or incomplete, the applicant shall immediately notify the Village and 
provide appropriate corrections.  Failure to accurately and completely provide, or as necessary update, 
required information may delay the processing of such application or result in its denial. 
 (c)  A fee shall be paid along with the application submittal as follows: 
  (1)  "S-1" Licenses shall be issued if a public hearing before the Downers Grove Liquor 
Commission is required:  
    $    420.00    
  (2)  "S-2" Licenses shall be issued if a public hearing is waived and the Downers Grove 
Liquor Commissioner issues the license administratively: 
    $    95.00    
 (d)  Where the applicant is a governmental unit and/or charitable organization, the Liquor 
Commissioner may waive the fee otherwise required by this section under his sole discretion. 
 (e)  Upon submittal of a properly completed application and payment of fee, the Commissioner may 
issue a special events license subject to such reasonable restrictions as the Liquor Commissioner may require 
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to protect the public health, safety and welfare, including, but not limited to the following: 
  (1)  No more than threesix (36) such special event licenses shall be issued for the same 
location within any calendar year. 
  (2)  The special event license holder shall take proper precautions and fully comply with the 
applicable provisions of this Chapter during the special event. 
  (3)  The special event will last no longer than two (2) days, provided that three consecutive 
licenses can be utilized for an event which shall not exceed six (6) days. 
  (4)  The provisions of Section 3-11(b) regarding proximity of the proposed special event 
shall not apply to licenses issued under this section. 
  (5)  The following restrictions apply to community special events sponsored by a 
governmental entity: 
   (i) At least two persons over the age of twenty-one shall be present at all times in the 
liquor consumption area to monitor compliance with applicable regulations and laws of the Village and State 
of Illinois regarding the consumption of liquor. 
   (ii) The licensee shall incorporate such other measures as the Liquor Commissioner 
may direct to protect the public health safety and welfare, including measures to protect against violations of 
the regulations and laws of the Village and State of Illinois regarding the consumption of liquor. 
  (6)  The provisions of Section 3-30 regarding outdoor sales shall not apply to special event 
licenses issued under this section and a special event may include outdoor sales, service and consumption as 
approved by the Liquor Commissioner. 
  (7)  Except as otherwise provided in this section, the applicant shall comply with all 
applicable provisions of the Downers Grove Municipal Code, including but not limited to, zoning, building, 
health and safety regulations. 
 (f)  The Commissioner may issue a special events license as provided under this section to permit the 
sale and consumption of alcoholic liquor on public property.  Provided, except for Village sponsored or co-
sponsored community-wide celebrations, special events and other similar activities or functions, a special 
commercial eventtemporary use license as provided in Chapter 194 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code 
shall be required for any special event conducted wholly or partially upon Village controlled property.  An 
application shall be completed as provided in subsection (b) above and submitted to the Commissioner for 
decision.  Provided, in addition to any other requirements which may be imposed, issuance of any special 
events license involving public property shall be contingent upon proof of dram shop insurance, up to the 
statutory limit, and such other liability insurance as the Village may from time to time direct, listing the 
Village, its officers and employees, as named insured. 
 (g)  It is recommended that at least one (1) person on-site shall possess a certified training certificate 
pursuant to Section 3.33.3.     
 
*  *  *   
 
Section 2.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 
hereby repealed. 
 
Section 3.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication 
in the manner provided by law. 
 
   
                               Mayor 
Passed: 
Published: 
Attest:  
            Village Clerk 








