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SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to renew the Village of Downers Grove membership dues for the DuPage Mayors 
and Managers Conference (DMMC) for FY10-11 in the amount of $36,776.40.   
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals identified Exceptional Services and Communication.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT   
The FY10 budget includes $36,776.40 in the General Fund for the membership renewal with the DMMC.   
 
UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the June 8, 2010 meeting.  Since that meeting, Mayor Sandack and Village 
Manager Dave Fieldman have met with the Executive Director of the DuPage Mayors and Managers 
Conference.  Attached for your information is correspondence from the DMMC Executive Director in 
response to items raised by the Village Council during the June 8, 2010 meeting.   
 
Staff recommends approval on the July 6, 2010 active agenda. 
                                  
BACKGROUND 
The Village of Downers Grove has held a membership in the DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference 
since 1977.  The DMMC is a council comprised of thirty-four municipal governments located within 
DuPage County, Illinois.  The Conference is a not-for-profit organization supported by membership dues 
and grants, dedicated to addressing municipal public policy issues.  The proposed motion would renew the 
Village’s membership with the DMMC for FY10-11.   This renewal cost represents no increase over the 
price of membership for the previous year.  A list of the DMMC’s member services and major 
accomplishments for 2009-10 has been attached.    
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Membership Renewal Invoice 
DMMC Key Accomplishments 2009-2010 
DMMC 10 Important Services Provided to Members 



DUPAGE MAYORS AND MANAGERS CONFERENCE 
an association of municipalities representing 1,000,000 people 
 
1220 Oak Brook Road 
Oak Brook, Illinois 60523 
(630) 571-0480 
Fax: (630) 571-0484 
www.dmmc-cog.org  

Founded June 19, 1962 

       

MEMBER  
MUNICIPALITIES 

Addison 

Aurora 

Bartlett 

Bensenville 

Bloomingdale 

Bolingbrook 

Burr Ridge 

Carol Stream 

Clarendon Hills 

Downers Grove 

Elmhurst 

Glen Ellyn 

Glendale Heights 

Hanover Park 

Hinsdale 

Itasca 

Lisle 

Lombard 

Naperville 

Oak Brook 

Oakbrook Terrace 

Roselle 

St. Charles 

Villa Park 

Warrenville 

Wayne 

West Chicago 

Westmont 

Wheaton 

Willowbrook 

Winfield 

Wood Dale 

Woodridge 

 

 

 

July 1, 2010 

Mayor Ron Sandack 
Village of Downers Grove 
801 Burlington Ave. 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
 
Dear Mayor Sandack, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to meet with you and Manager Fieldman on June 18 to 
discuss concerns that you and the Village Council have regarding the DuPage Mayors 
and Managers Conference.  As I stated during our meeting, the Conference appreciates 
your continued involvement in Conference committees and activities.  DMMC is a better 
organization because of your participation, and I value this opportunity to respond to your 
concerns and comments. 
 
I recognize that your investment in the Conference is significant, and that it is important 
that your community realize value for your investment.  Training for municipal leaders, 
networking opportunities, research and information on emerging issues, awarding and 
administering federal STP project funds, and technical assistance on administrative, 
fiscal, and legal impacts of government policies and actions are just some of the activities 
your dues help support. 
 
The Conference always strives to foster collaboration with other agencies, units of 
government, and officials, and while there has recently been a shift to more aggressive 
positions and strategies in DMMC efforts, the Board always discusses and debates the 
approach that will be taken on any given issue.  I am looking forward to your 
participation in our monthly Board meetings, and hope that you will take full advantage 
of this powerful position. 
 
This year we expect to try new formats for our monthly Business Meetings for the 
purpose of affording members more insight and collaborative input into the issues.  The 
Conference is also developing additional means of communication to keep members 
informed in ways that are convenient, useful and afford timely responses.  In the past 
year we made changes to our In Brief newsletter, Legislative Update, and Business 
Meeting agendas, taking advantage of electronic communication and imbedded links to 
provide easily scanned summaries with the option for each reader to get further 
information as desired.   
 
We continue to seek more ways to better connect with members and improve upon the 
sharing of information.  Additionally, I believe the Conference can reenergize our general 
focus on fostering positive and collaborative relationships with officials and agencies, so 
that we have a solid foundation to help sustain our ties when more difficult issues require 
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more demanding communications.  We are currently evaluating the restructuring of publications 
and documents to better reflect their purpose.  Utilizing email for immediate contact and 
feedback, and soliciting opinions from all members, should and will be a Conference priority. 
 
Two of the many things I have learned as DMMC Executive Director are that the activities of 
our organization will never perfectly match the priorities and positions of each of our individual 
members, and that we continue to have room for improvement and are benefited by critiques 
from our members.  One very important thing I have learned in this interaction with you is that 
DMMC must communicate more effectively with our members, including seeking and 
responding to input we receive.   
 
Your continued support of and involvement in the Conference will help us better address the 
concerns you have raised.  I hope you and the rest of the Downers Grove Village Council will 
see not only the value of continuing your membership with DMMC but also the sincere intent of 
this organization and your fellow members to support you as a DuPage municipality.   I look 
forward to a continuing partnership with the Village of Downers Grove and am happy to provide 
any additional information you may require. 
 

 
Thank you and best regards, 

 

 
Mark Baloga, Executive Director 

 

Cc: Dave Fieldman, Village Manager 

 



V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:            Village Attorney                    DATE:          June 15, 2010              
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                                                 FILE REF:                
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

    Ordinance   

    Resolution 

  X  Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to renew the FY 2010-11 membership for the
DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference and
authorize staff to submit dues in the amount of
$36,776.40.

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of this motion will authorize renewal of the FY 10-11 DuPage Mayors and Managers
Conference membership and submit dues in the amount of  $36,776.40.

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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