
         ITEM:  MOT 00-04212 
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

REPORT FOR THE VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 
JULY 20, 2010 AGENDA 

 
SUBJECT:                                              TYPE:                                      SUBMITTED BY: 

Bid: 2010 Sidewalk Improvements 
(S-004-10) 

 
 
 

Resolution 
Ordinance       
Motion 
Discussion Only 

Nan Newlon, P.E.  
Director of Public Works 

 
SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to authorize award of a contract for the 2010 New Sidewalk Program (S-004) to  
Globe Construction of Addison, IL in the amount of $337,234.98. This includes a Base Bid amount of 
$245,098.98 for sidewalk items and an Alternate Bid in the amount of $92,136.00 for related storm sewer 
items. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Five Year Plan and Goals identified Top Quality Village Infrastructure and Facilities.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The approved FY10 budget includes $230,000 in the Capital Improvements Fund for this contract. The bid 
for the related Sidewalk Removal and Replacement contract was approximately $25,000 less than the 
amount budgeted.  The savings from the 2010 Replacement Sidewalk Program contract would be used to 
fund the $15,098.98 amount over budget.   
 
The Alternate Bid amount of $92,136 is for a related storm sewer installation that was identified in the 
Watershed Infrastructure Improvement Plan (WIIP) and would be paid for from the Stormwater Fund.  
Additional funds are available in the Stormwater Fund for this project.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the August 3, 2010 consent agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
This work is directly related to the Village objective to install sidewalk on at least one side of every street 
based on the order established by the Village’s Sidewalk Priority Matrix. Three public meetings were held 
with the adjacent residents over the course of the last eight months. The comments and concerns received 
during these meetings were addressed and incorporated into the design of the project.  
 
The Base Bid consists of the installation of new sidewalk along the following street segments: 

 Janet Street from Lacey to Belle Aire 
 Northcott Avenue from Janet to 40th Street 
 Seeley Avenue from Janet to Virginia 

  
The Alternate Bid includes the installation of storm sewer on Seeley Avenue from Janet to south of 
Virginia.  This storm sewer is not currently listed in the 2010-2014 Community Investment Program; 
however, it was identified by the Watershed Infrastructure Improvement Plan for future improvements.  
This area of Seeley Avenue consists of an LPDA which was identified as medium level priority.  
Installing the storm sewer with the sidewalk will avoid removing and replacing a significant amount of 
sidewalk at a later date.    
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Alternate Bid 2 consists of the installation of new sidewalk along Seeley Avenue from 40th Street to 
Herbert.  Staff added this alternate sidewalk section to the contract for possible award if the unit prices 
were more favorable.  Staff does not recommend the award of Alternate Bid 2.   
 
Bids for the 2010 Sidewalk Improvements Project were received June 23, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.  A synopsis 
of the bids is as follows: 
 

Contractor Base Bid Amount Alternate Bid 1 Alternate Bid 2  

Globe Construction, Inc. $245,098.98 $92,136.00 $45,142.79 Low 

Martam Construction, Inc. $273,361.15 $95,450.00 $50,767.16  

 
Because only two bids were received for this project, staff reviewed the bidding materials and the process 
in an effort to determine if either of these reduced the number of bids submitted.  The contract was similar 
to past years’ except that the scope of the work was about 50% smaller.  Previous bidders were contacted 
to remind them of the advertised project.  Staff also called bidders from previous years to determine if 
there was a concern with the project or with the process.  No specific reasons were given other than 
workload and timing.   
 
The unit price for excavation and installation of new sidewalk was $4.55 per square foot in the 2009 
contract.  This year’s price for the same item is $5.80 per square foot, which is a 27% increase.  The 
reduced size of the program may be partially attributable, as well as other factors such as other work that 
is keeping local contractors busy in the area and other industry factors.   
 
The low bidder is Globe Construction, Inc.  This bidder has successfully performed for the Village in the 
2009 Sidewalk Improvements Project. This bidder has received positive references from City of Elmhurst, 
Village of Romeoville and Lisle Township. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Capital Project Sheet S-004 
Contract Documents 
Contract Signature Pages 
Contractor Campaign Disclosure 
Contractor’s Report Card  
 









Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation 

 

 
Contractor: Globe Construction 
 
Project:  2009 Sidewalk Improvements Project 
   
Primary Contact: Peter Martire   Phone:  630-620-0312 
 
Time Period:  July 2009 – September 2009  
 
On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  yes   no 
  
Provide details if early or late completion:  ____________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Change Orders (attach information if needed): Negative Change Orders only. Project 
came in over $20,000 under contract. 
 
Difficulties / Positives: Contractor’s work quality was very good. Very fast and attentive 
to our customers. 
Some work site cleanliness issues (leaving nails in the parkways after the forms were 
stripped) were brought up to the contractor. It took a couple of reminders to make sure 
that this practice ceased. 
 
Interaction with public: 
 

  excellent    good    average    poor 
 
(Attach information on any complaints or compliments) 
 
General Level of Satisfaction with work:  
  

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied 
 
Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?    Yes    No 
 

Reviewers:   Tom Topor 
             
  ____________________________________________ 
 
Date:   11/02/09 
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