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SYNOPSIS 
An ordinance has been prepared amending the Liquor Code to create a BYO license classification.   
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 include Strong, Diverse Local Economy.  

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BACKGROUND 
Based upon requests from four area restaurants and the Downtown Management Corporation, the 
Liquor Commission discussed creating a Class BYO license which would allow patrons to bring 
their own beer and wine into a restaurant for on-site consumption.  
 

BYO shall be permitted in conjunction with the purchase and consumption of a meal while seated at 
a table and served by wait staff where no more than one (1) 750ml bottle of wine or more than 36 
ounces of beer may be carried in per person. Licensees may charge a corkage fee. Employees will be 
required to obtain certified training program and must be (19) years of age. Dram shop or equivalent 
liability insurance shall be required. Licensees are liable for any violation of the Liquor Code as is 
the holder of any other classification of liquor license, including but not limited to, violations for 
service to minors and the over-serving of patrons. 
 

The Liquor Commission discussed this matter at its meeting of September 8, 2011 and 
recommended approval. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
An Ordinance Creating a BYO License Classification 
Liquor Commission Recommendation & DRAFT Minutes - September 8, 2011 
Cost Center Analysis 
BYO – Surrounding Communities  
Letter from Downtown Management Corporation 

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the October 4, 2011 Village Council meeting. At the request of the Village 
Council, the Class BYO license ordinance now includes language that, at a patron's request, any 
unconsumed portion of wine shall be re-sealed by the Licensee in accordance with State law. 
Downtown Management Corporation submitted the attached letter in support of the proposed 
amendment to the Liquor Code. Staff recommends approval on the October 11, 2011 Active Agenda.  



V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:          Village Attorney              DATE:           October 11, 2011                             
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:        Liquor Commission                         FILE REF:                 
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

  X  Ordinance   

    Resolution 

    Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “AN ORDINANCE CREATING A
BRING YOUR OWN LIQUOR LICENSE
CLASSIFICATION”, as presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of the attached ordinance shall create a liquor license classification to allow (bring your
own) beer and wine. 

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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ORDINANCE NO.    
 

AN ORDINANCE CREATING A  
BRING YOUR OWN LIQUOR LICENSE CLASSIFICATION 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:  (Additions are indicated by shading/underline; deletions by strikeout): 

 
Section 1. That Section 3.13 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
3.13 Classification of licenses. 
Such licenses shall be, and are hereby, divided into the following classes: 
 
Class "BYO" Bring Your Own Licenses 
 
"BYO" licenses shall authorize the consumption of beer and wine which has been brought onto the 
premises by a patron or patrons over the age of twenty-one (21) for on-site consumption where the 
premises is that of a restaurant as defined herein.  The following provisions shall apply: 
 BYO shall be permitted in conjunction with the purchase and consumption of a meal while seated 
at a table and served by wait staff; 
 No more than one (1) 750ml bottle of wine per patron or no more than 36 ounces of beer per 
patron (unopened) shall be permitted to be brought into the premises; 
 BYO shall be allowed only during the restaurant hours of operation and only along with and 
during regular food service.  Downers Grove allowable sales hours per Section 3.31(a) shall apply; 
 BYO shall be limited to indoor seating only.  Under no circumstances shall BYO be allowed 
outside unless as otherwise provided by a separate license classification validly held by the licensee; 
 BYO licensees may provide glass ware and ice to patrons; may uncork, pour and control its 
consumption and may charge a corkage fee; 
 Employees who have successfully completed a certified training program may perform 
corkage/serving duties.  Such employees must  be at least nineteen (19) years of age and shall serve in 
accordance with all State and local laws;  
 BYO licensees shall provide a certificate of insurance reflecting coverage for dram shop or 
equivalent liability for BYO service; 
 At a patron’s request, the licensee shall re-seal any unconsumed portion of wine in accordance 
with State law; 
 Licensees are prohibited from storing liquor on the premises, unless as otherwise provided by a 
separate license classification validly held by the licensee;. 
 Packaged and on-site sales of liquor is prohibited, unless as otherwise provided by a separate 
license classification validly held by the licensee;.    
 Licensees shall be liable for violations of this Chapter in the same manner as the holder of any 
other classification of liquor license, including but not limited to violations for service to minors and the 
over-serving of patrons. 
 
*  *  *   
 
Section 2. That Section 3.15. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
3.15. Limitation on number of licenses. 
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The number of licenses in each classification as defined in Section 3-13 which it shall be lawful to issue 
shall be limited so that the licenses in force and effect at any time shall not exceed the following numbers: 
 
License Classification Amount of licenses not to Exceed 
"B-1" (Brew Pub) 1 
"BYO" (Bring Your Own - beer/wine) 4 
"C-1" (Club, private) 6 
"E-1" (Theater) 1 
"E-2" (Comedy Club) 1 
"E-3-A" (Golf Course) 1 
"E-3-B" (Recreational Facility - beer/wine) 1 
"E-3-C" (Recreational Facility - full) 2 
"E-3-D" (Billiard Hall - full) 1 
"E-4" (Cultural/Performing Arts Facility - beer/wine) 1 
"E-5" (Entertainment - full) 1 
"E-6" (Gaming Facility - full) 1 
"H-1" (Hotel) Unlimited 
"K-1" (Catering - full) 4 
"K-2" (Catering - Park District - beer/wine)    1 
"O-1" (Outdoor) Unlimited 
"P-1" (Packaged-full) 17 
"P-2" (Packaged -beer/wine) 12 
"P-3" (Packaged - wine shop) 3 
"P-O-2" (Packaged - full off premise and beer/wine on premise consumption - Grocery Store) 1 
"R-1" (Restaurant - full) Unlimited 
"R-2" (Restaurant - beer/wine) Unlimited 
"S-1" (Special Event) Unlimited 
"S-2" (Special Event) Unlimited 
"W-1" (Wine Boutique) 2 
 
*  *  *   
 
Section 2.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed. 

 
Section 3.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication 

in the manner provided by law. 

   
                               Mayor 
Passed: 
Published: 
Attest:  
            Village Clerk 
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Resources Staff Hours Staff Rate Total Cost
Liquor Liaison
Prepare/send out renewals 0.5 $38.37 $19.19
Review renewals/floor plan/insuance/managers/prinicpals 0.5 $38.37 $19.19
Prepare license/process checks 0.25 $38.37 $9.59
Miscellaneous Correspondence 0.25 $38.37 $9.59
Maintain file/database 0.25 $38.37 $9.59
Contact with licensees 0.25 $38.37 $9.59
Budgeting 0.25 $38.37 $9.59
Prepare reports 0.25 $38.37 $9.59
General overhead 0.25 $38.37 $9.59

Legal Administration 0.25 $134.00 $33.50

Subtotal $139.02
Administrative Charge (1%) $1.39

TOTAL $140.41

General Administration $140.41
Class P-O-2

General - Office $27.00
General - Equipment $38.00
Safe Celebration $50.00
Newsletters $18.00
Signage $3.00
Video $2.00
Staff Education $13.00
Staff Meetings $43.00
Fingerprints $0.00
Under 21 $15.00
DUI Notification $0.00
Control Buy $175.00
Special Monitoring N/A
Keg Tag $0.00
Packaged Seminar $0.00
Restaurant Seminar $0.00
DUI Seminar $0.00
Tactical Operation Fund $0.00

TOTAL $384.00

Program Fees $384.00
Class BYO

TOTAL FEES $524.41
Class BYO

Class BYO
 Beer & Wine Only



Oak Brook Countryside
Schaumburg No BYOB Allow BYOB Chicago

No Response to date Glen Ellyn $500 app/$200 ann Allow BYOB
No BYOB Food Service $0/yr -no license

Hinsdale Insurance No training
Allow BYOB (9/11) Hours Match Operation No insurance
$300/yr. license reqd Meal service required

Lisle Food Service Lombard Corkage fee
No BYOB Corkage Fee No BYOB

Naperville Downers Grove
No BYOB No BYOB

Westmont
Allow BYO Wine Only 
$300/yr -license reqd.

Aurora Woodridge Training reqd.
DeKalb No BYOB No BYOB Insurance reqd.

Allow BYOB Meal service required
$220/yr -license reqd. Corkage fee
Training reqd. St. Charles Kane County
Insurance reqd. Allow BYOB Allow BYOB
Meal service required No BYOB on licensed premises $250/yr -license reqd.
Corkage fee Training reqd.

Wine Only
Meal service required
Corkage fee
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Surrounding Communities
BYOB

Patrons may bring wine into restaurants 
w/ license (+corkage fee)

Patrons may bring wine into restaurants 
w/ license (+corkage fee)

Patrons may bring wine into restaurants 
w/ license (+corkage fee)
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