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SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to award two contracts for stormwater related development review services ERA 
(Warrenville) and Burns & McDonnell (Downers Grove) in the estimated amount of $20,000.00 each. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011 to 2018 identified Exceptional Municipal Organization. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The adopted FY12 budget includes $40,000 for development review services specifically associated with 
stormwater and wetland review matters. The majority of this expense is recaptured through development 
related fees. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the January 3, 2012 consent agenda. 

 
BACKGROUND 
The Village’s Community Development Department manages the development review process.  Many 
projects contain challenging stormwater, grading and wetland issues with potential impacts which are not 
always evident.  This occurs in a complex regulatory environment, with the Village having full waiver 
status and responsibility for enforcing the DuPage County Stormwater Ordinance.  Simple reviews can be 
done in-house with existing staff.  However, other reviews demand modeling or greater working 
knowledge of the stormwater ordinance, best management practices, and other tools and data not readily 
available to in-house staff. 
 
Approximately every three years, the Village issues a Request for Proposals (RFP) for stormwater review 
services from consultants who work in the area and are familiar with the DuPage County ordinance.  The 
current contract expires December 31, 2011.  An RFP was issued in October with a deadline for submittal 
in mid-November.  Interviews with the three firms deemed most qualified were conducted at the end of 
November.  The companies that submitted their qualifications are listed below: 
 
ERA (the incumbent)*  HLR    Farnsworth Group 
Burns & McDonnell*   Hey & Associates  Ciorba Group  
James J. Benes & Associates * Burke Engineering  Robinson Engineering 
Bollinger Lach & Associates  Gingerich Gereaux & Assoc Manhard Consulting 
Crawford Murphy & Tilly   
* Denotes firms that were interviewed 
 



Interviews were conducted with three firms.  Two firms demonstrated more knowledge and 
compatibility with the Village approach to development review and customer service: ERA (the 
incumbent firm), based in Warrenville; and, Burns & McDonnell, with service from their large 
Downers Grove offices.  Staff recommends hiring both firms to assist with the growing number of 
plans requiring stormwater, grading or wetland review services.  Both firms are interested in sharing 
the contractual services. 
 
Staff anticipates alternating reviews between the two firms to help assure timely reviews on behalf 
of the customer.  Both firms offer flat rates for certain review services to provide predictability for 
the customer, as well. Both of the nominated companies offer specialists in-house capable of 
providing excellent stormwater and wetland related services. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
ERA has satisfactorily provided the stormwater and wetland review services during the last three 
years and staff recommends continuing that relationship with a renewed three-year contract.  Staff 
also believes it is beneficial to have a second review firm to assure timely reviews and competitive 
fees on behalf of the village’s customers and recommends Downers Grove based Burns & 
McDonnell.  Both firms share the Village’s commitment to high level customer service, along with a 
facilitate, rather than over-regulate attitude. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Proposal Contracts 
Report Card 





































































VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE  

STORMWATER PERMIT REVIEW SERVICES 
RFP-0-43-2011/tt 

 

CHARGES FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

WITH A STANDARD MULTIPLIER RATE OF 2.80 
JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2012 

 

Staff Category Current Average 
Billing Rate      

(2.80 multiplier) 
Professional Engineer VI $190.00 
Professional Engineer V $148.75 
Professional Engineer IV $124.81 
Professional Engineer III $122.85 
Professional Engineer II $117.00 
Professional Engineer I $93.10 
Staff Engineer III $88.20 
Staff Engineer II $76.30 
Staff Engineer I $75.00 
Engineering Intern II $42.00 
Engineering Intern I $33.60 
Engineering Technician V $96.95 
Engineering Technician IV $78.87 
Engineering Technician III $72.00 
Engineering Technician II $47.00 
Engineering Technician I $23.00 
Ecological Services Director $106.40 
Environmental Specialist III $93.00 
Environmental Specialist II $88.20 
Environmental Specialist I $71.40 
Professional Surveyor II $125.00 
Professional Surveyor I $89.60 
Surveyor V $79.00 
Surveyor IV $76.00 
Surveyor III $64.00 
Surveyor II $56.00 
Surveyor I $37.00 
Administrative Director $105.00 
Administrative Staff IV $74.20 
Administrative Staff III $64.54 
Administrative Staff II $61.00 
Administrative Staff I $51.10 

 
Direct Costs will be billed at their actual rate with no mark-up. 
 
As provided in the previous stormwater permit review services contract, ERA will again consider the 
option of providing a flat rate review fee for individual residential or commercial lot developments based 
upon a typical size.  Issues that fall outside of a typical review such as wetland conditions or floodplain 
conditions would be reviewed as an hourly rate. 
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Form BMR511 

Schedule of Hourly Professional Service Billing Rates 
 

Position 
Classification 

 Classification 
Level 

 Hourly 
Billing Rate 

     
General Office *  5  $48.00 
     
Technician *  6  55.00 
     
Assistant *  7  68.00 
  8  90.00 
  9  97.00 
     
Staff *  10  107.00 
  11  118.00 
     
Senior  12  128.00 
  13  138.00 
     
Associate  14  147.00 
  15  158.00 
  16  161.00 
  17  166.00 

 
 
NOTES: 
1. Position classifications listed above refer to the firm's internal classification system for employee 

compensation.  For example, "Associate", "Senior", etc., refer to such positions as "Associate 
Engineer", "Senior Architect", etc. 

2. For any nonexempt personnel in positions marked with an asterisk (*), overtime will be billed at 1.5 
times the hourly labor billing rates shown. 

3. Project time spent by corporate officers will be billed at the Level 17 rate plus 25%. 

4. For outside expenses incurred by Burns & McDonnell, such as authorized travel and subsistence, 
and for services rendered by others such as subcontractors,  the client shall pay the cost to Burns & 
McDonnell plus 10%. 

5. A technology charge of $9.95 per labor hour will be billed for normal computer usage, computer aided 
drafting (CAD) long distance telephone, fax, photocopy and mail services.  Specialty items (such as 
web and video conferencing) are not included in the technology charge. 

6. Monthly invoices will be submitted for payment covering services and expenses during the preceding 
month.  Invoices are due upon receipt.  A late payment charge of 1.5% per month will be added to all 
amounts not paid within 30 days of the invoice date. 

7. The services of contract/agency personnel shall be billed to Owner according to the rate sheet as if 
such contract/agency personnel is a direct employee of Burns & McDonnell. 

8. The rates shown above are effective for services through December 31, 2011, and are subject to 
revision thereafter. 



Staff Hourly Rate Fly Sheet 
 
 

The following is a list of proposed staff by level.  To determine hourly rates cross reference level with 
included rate sheet.  
 
Level 16: Randy Patchett, P.E.; Mike Folta, P.E.; Lawrence Fieber, P.G 
 
Level 15: None 
 
Level 14: None 
 
Level 13: Anthony Bryant, P.E.; Diane Bouckaert, P.E.; Matt Papirnik, P.E.; Jeff Ruhde, P.E.; Ed Belmonte 
 
Level 12: Amy Moon, PWS; Jason Blazier, P.G.; Eric Preuss 
 
Level 11: Aaron Christensen, P.E., P.G.; Michelle Ross 
 
Level 10: None 
 
Level 9: Theresa Schlueter; Kathy Hoekstra, Kari Giles-Lacy 
 
Level 8: Val Scola 



Village of Downers Grove 
Consultant Evaluation 

 
 
Consultant: Engineering Resource Associates 
 
Project:  Permit Review Assistance 
 
Primary Contact: John Mayer  Phone:  630-939-3060 
 
Time Period:  April 2010 – April 2011 
 
On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  yes   no 
  
Provide details if early or late completion:  ____________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Amendments (attach information if needed): None 
 
Difficulties / Positives: ERA is always on-time with their reviews, they have provided 
extra assistance during the crunch period this past fall; they reviewed the Village’s CRS 
Recertification submittal before it was sent to ISO and made a few, excellent 
suggestions which certainly helped in restoring the Village’s rating of 7; feedback 
solicited from the County continues to indicate that they feel that ERA is doing a good 
job for the Village. 
 
Interaction with public: 
 

  excellent    good    average    poor 
 
(Attach information on any complaints or compliments) 
 
General Level of Satisfaction with work:  
  

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied 
 
Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?    Yes    No 
 

Reviewers:   Mike Millette 
             
  ____________________________________________ 
 
Date:   04/08/11 
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