
           
            ITEM MOT 00-04811

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
REPORT FOR THE VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 13, 2012 AGENDA 
 

SUBJECT:                                              TYPE:                                      SUBMITTED BY: 

Bid: Purchase of Replacement 
Vehicles and Equipment 

 
 

 

Resolution 
Ordinance       
Motion 
Discussion Only 

Nan Newlon, P.E. 
Director of Public Works 

 
SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to authorize the purchase of 11 vehicles and pieces of equipment in the total amount 
of $503,996.95. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 include Exceptional Municipal Services. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The adopted FY12 budget includes $528,000 in the Equipment Replacement Fund for the purchase of 
these 11 replacement vehicles and equipment. This recommended purchase is $503,996.95. The natural 
gas powered vehicle is eligible for a $4,000 rebate through the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Alternative Fuel Rebate Program.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the March 13, 2012 consent agenda 
 
BACKGROUND 
The 2012 vehicle replacement schedule provides for the replacement of 15 vehicles and pieces of 
equipment.  The table below shows the 11 vehicles that staff is currently recommending for purchase. 
 
Quantity Type of Vehicle Make and Model Dealer Price 

1 
Natural Gas 
Powered Snow 
Plow Truck 

2013 Freightliner M2 TransChicago Truck Group 
of Elmhurst, Illinois $212,792 

4 Hybrid Four Door 
Sedans 

2012 Ford Fusion 
Hybrid 

Morrow Brothers Ford 
of Greenfield, Illinois $99,160 

2 
E85 Two wheel 
drive utility 
vehicles 

2012 Chevrolet Tahoe Miles Chevrolet 
of Decatur, Illinois $51,601.24 

3 
E85 Four wheel 
drive utility 
vehicles 

2012 Chevrolet Tahoe Miles Chevrolet 
of Decatur, Illinois $92,662.86 

1 Biodiesel Skid 
Steer Loader 

2012 John Deere 
326D 

West Side Tractor Sales 
of Naperville, Illinois $47,780.85 

 
The Village’s Fleet Team, consisting of representatives from the Village Manager’s Office and Finance, 
Public Works, Police and Fire Departments have evaluated the need to replace the vehicles and pieces of 
equipment scheduled for this year. All Village vehicles and equipment are targeted for replacement 
according to useful lifecycle replacement criteria. These criteria include age, usage, condition, repair 
costs, fuel efficiency and environmental impact. The Fleet Team reviewed the vehicles scheduled to be 
replaced and determined that the criteria for replacement were met. Staff prepared additional information 
related to several of the proposed purchases, which is included as an attachment. 
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The purchase of 10 of the vehicles would be made through existing cooperative purchasing contracts, 
which is permissible based on the provisions of the Village Purchasing Policy. The Chevrolet Tahoe 
utility vehicles and Ford Fusion sedans would be purchased through State of Illinois Joint Purchase 
Contracts (PSD 4016025 and PSD 4016902, respectively) and the John Deere skid steer loader would be 
purchased through a Federal General Services Administration (GSA) Joint Purchase Contract (Federal 
Contract GS-30F-0013U).  
 
A Call for Bids (CFB) was issued and published in February 2011 for the 5-ton snow plow truck in 
accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy. The bids received are summarized in the following table: 
 

Natural Gas Powered 5-Ton Snow Plow Truck 
Vendor Bid Price 
TransChicago Truck Group, Elmhurst, IL $212,792 
TransChicago Truck Group, Elmhurst, IL (Alt. Bid) $204,810 
R.G. Smith Equipment Co., Des Plaines, IL $202,850 

 
Based on a review of the bids, the lowest responsive and responsible bid meeting specifications was 
submitted by TransChicago Truck Group in the amount of $212,792 and they were selected and awarded 
the contract for the truck in 2011.  They provided the specified equipment within the agreed upon time 
frames and cost. The work progressed well and the equipment was well built and staff recommends 
extending the contract into 2012 with a 0% increase from the 2011 contract price. This vehicle would be 
replacing unit 272, which is a front-line snow plow truck used to provide snow and ice removal services. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Additional Information on current vehicles and bids 
Contract Documents – TransChicago Truck Group 
Illinois Joint Purchasing Contract – PSD 4016902 Morrow Brothers Ford 
Illinois Joint Purchasing Contract – PSD 4016025 Miles Chevrolet 
Federal GSA Contract – GS-30F-0013U West Side Tractor Sales Company 
 



Vehicle Replacement Criteria and Additional Bid Information 
 
Vehicle Replacement Criteria 
All Village vehicles and equipment are targeted for replacement according to a useful lifecycle 
replacement criteria guideline. The life expectancy of patrol cars is four years of service, the 
ambulance six years, and the 5-ton snow plow truck 15 years, for example, though additional 
criteria are considered when making the final replacement recommendation. These criteria 
include age, usage, condition, repair costs, fuel efficiency and environmental impact. The Fleet 
Team reviewed the vehicles scheduled to be replaced and determined that the criteria for 
replacement were met. The following table provides additional information regarding the 
vehicles scheduled to be replaced: 
 

Veh.
# Year Make Model 

Mileage 
(Dec. 2011)

2011 
Repair 
Costs* 

Life-to-Date 
Repair 
Costs 

Repair Cost 
% in 2011 

209 2002 Bobcat 873G 2,060 
(hours) 

$5,186.60 $ 63,760.37 8.1% 
 

272 1996 Ford LN8000 8,301 
(hours) 

$5,153.50 $107,798.42 4.7% 

816 2004 Chevrolet Impala 64,837 $422.93 $4,346.79 9.7% 
818 2004 Chevrolet Impala 77,069 $1,507.27 $14,342.20 10.51% 
819 2004 Chevrolet Impala 66,118 $1,885.28 $16,493.89 11.4% 
841 2007 Ford Explorer 95,541 $1,802.28 $15,128.70 11.9% 
847 2007 Chevrolet Tahoe 92,794 $5,557.11 $12,017.94 46.2% 
874 2009 Ford Crown 

Victoria Vehicle Totaled in Accident 

875 2009 Ford Crown 
Victoria 

88,109 $3,680.72 $11,533.68 31.9% 

886 2005 Ford Explorer 74,715 $3,545.16 $30,619.89 11.5% 
930 2006 Ford E450 

Ambulance 
5,279 
(hours) 

$2,207.24 $16,491.27 
 

13.3% 

863 2002 Ford Taurus 42,841 $1,216.59 $7,319.22 16.6% 
* costs do not include routine maintenance 
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