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SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested authorizing the execution of a three-year contract for fire hydrant maintenance and 
flow testing services to M.E. Simpson Co., Inc. of Valparaiso, Indiana in the amount of $320,052. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 include Top Quality Infrastructure. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The adopted FY12 Water Fund budget provides $111,000 for fire hydrant maintenance and flow testing 
services.  The proposed contract would result in a total charge of $105,789 for services in FY12. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the March 20, 2012 consent agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
This program involves utilizing a technical service provider to conduct inspection activities and flow 
testing of the Village's 2,685 fire hydrants.  According to American Water Works Association (AWWA) 
standards, “To ensure that a hydrant will work correctly when it is needed, a periodic testing and 
maintenance program must be followed.  All hydrants should be inspected regularly, at least once a year, 
to ensure their satisfactory operation." 
 
This work also provides the necessary data to classify fire hydrants in accordance with National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) standards for available fire flow.  Fire Departments have found this to be 
important information to give a reasonably accurate picture as to how a particular hydrant should perform.  
The Fire Department, or any other department responding under auto-aid or mutual aid would have a 
quick indicator as to which tactics they should employ and how best to supply themselves with water as 
well as how much water would be available from the closest hydrant. 
 
A Request for Proposals (RFP) seeking services from a qualified vendor to provide the hydrant 
maintenance and flow testing program for 2012-14 was issued in January in accordance with established 
procurement procedures.  Two proposals were received with pricing information summarized in the table 
below. 
 
Three Year Contract Summary 
Service Provider Proposed 

Price 
2012 

Proposed 
Price 
2013 

Proposed 
Price 
2014 

3-Year 
Contract 

Total 
M.E. Simpson Co., Inc., Valparaiso, Indiana $105,789 $105,789 $108,474 $320,052 
R&M Service Solutions LLC, Trilby, Florida $134,250 $134,250 $134,250 $402,750 
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Proposals were evaluated based upon the vendor’s general approach and plans to meet the requirements of 
the RFP, the experience and qualifications of the vendor and personnel assigned to the project, and the 
vendor’s current and past performance on projects of similar scope and size, and the costs proposed by the 
vendor to perform the requirements on the RFP.  Based on this review, staff believes the proposal 
submitted by M.E. Simpson best meets the needs of the Village.  They have been performing this work for 
several area communities such as Westmont, LaGrange Park, Niles, Lansing and Glencoe for several years 
and have produced accurate results.  M.E. Simpson completed the hydrant flow testing program for the 
Village in 2011 at a unit price of $45 per hydrant. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Contract Documents 
Contractor Evaluation Form 
Resolution 
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