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SUBJECT: TYPE: SUBMITTED BY: 

American Legion – Memorial Day 
Parade 

 
 

 
 

Resolution 
Ordinance 
Motion 
Discussion Only David Fieldman, Village Manager 

 
SYNOPSIS 
A resolution has been prepared authorizing the Village to enter into a three-year agreement with a two-
year option to renew with the American Legion Post #80 to hold the annual Memorial Day Parade.  
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Strategic Goals for 2011-2018 included Exceptional Municipal Services.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT   
Under the terms of the agreement, the Village would responsible for costs incurred by the Village and the 
Legion would not be charged any fees for this event. Staff estimates that the cost of supporting this parade 
would be approximately $700 per year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
American Legion Post #80, located in Downers Grove, has operated Memorial Day Parades for many 
years. In 2011, the American Legion did not conduct the parade, due in part to the fees of approximately 
$700 that would have been charged to cover the cost of Village provided support services pursuant to the 
Village’s community events policy approved by the Council in 2010. 
 
The American Legion recently submitted an application for a temporary use permit to conduct the 2012 
Memorial Day Parade. The parade would begin at 11:00 am and run along Main Street from Burlington 
Avenue to Grove Street.  A site plan is attached. During a pre-application meeting with Village staff, the 
American Legion requested that the fees for the parade be waived. Two members of the Village Council 
contacted the Village Manager and requested that American Legion’s request for a fee waiver be placed 
on a Council meeting agenda for review and consideration. Three options have been identified to address 
the American Legion’s request. 
 
Option 1: Enter into an Agreement with the American Legion – Under this option, the Village would 
enter into an agreement with the American Legion (attached). The agreement would state that: 
 

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the April 10, 2012 Village Council meeting. At the Village Council meeting, 
the Council directed staff to prepare a motion to amend the facilitation model for community events 
adopted September 7, 2010, to exempt celebratory, ceremonial, and non-fund raising events operated by 
Federally Chartered or Accredited Veterans Organizations from fees for Village services in support of 
those events. 
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o The Village values the Legion’s Memorial Day Parade and desires that such a parade be held 
annually 

o The Legion shall be required to operate Memorial Day Parades in 2012, 2013 and 2014 and may 
be required to operate the parade in 2015 and 2016 if the agreement is extended. 

o The Legion shall apply for and obtain a temporary use permit and operate the parades in 
accordance with Village Codes and terms and conditions of the agreement. 

o The Village will not charge the Legion any fees for the operation of the parades. 
o The Village Manager may make change, suspend or revoke the agreement. 

 
Option 2: Amend the Community Event Fee Policy to Exempt Celebratory and Ceremonial Events 
Operated by Federally Chartered or Accredited Veterans Organizations from Village Fees – Under 
this option, the Village would amend the event fee policy approved in 2010 to exempt from payment of 
fees for Village services provided in support of the event. Temporary Use permits would still be required 
to allow the Village to determine the type and amount of Village services that would be provided in 
support of the event and to regulate the event using conditions of approval. 
 
Option 3: Waive the Fees for the 2012 Memorial Day Parade and Direct Staff and the Community 
Events Commission to Consider Amendments to the Community Event Fee Policy – Under this 
option, the Village fees for support services for the 2012 parade would be waived. In addition, staff and 
the Community Events Commission would consider amendments to the community event fee policy as 
directed by the Council. The amendments for consideration could include the exemption of celebratory 
and ceremonial events as noted above in Option 2. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Motion 
Agreement 
Exhibit A - Temporary Use Application 
Exhibit B - Aerial Map 
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V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:         Village Manager                    DATE:          April 17, 2012                  
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:   Community Events Commission      FILE REF:                 
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

     Ordinance   

    Resolution 

  X  Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to amend the Community Events Commission
recommendation regarding the facilitation model for
community events adopted September 7, 2010, to
exempt celebratory, ceremonial, and non-fund raising
events operated by Federally Chartered or Accredited
Veterans Organizations from fees for Village services
in support of those events, as presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of this motion shall amend the Community Events Commission recommendation regarding
the facilitation model for community events adopted September 7, 2010, to exempt celebratory,
ceremonial, and non-fund raising events operated by Federally Chartered or Accredited Veterans
Organizations from fees for Village services in support of those events.

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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