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Nan Newlon, P.E. 
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SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to authorize award of a contract for the Maple Avenue Water Tower Repainting 
Project (WP-005) to Am-Coat Painting, Inc. of Homer Glen, Illinois in the amount of $954,210. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 include Top Quality Infrastructure. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The approved FY12 budget includes $550,578 in the Water Fund for the construction portion of Maple 
Avenue Water Tower Repainting Project (WP-005). The recommended bid amount is $403,632 over 
budget and staff recommends the use of the available fund balance in the Water Fund to complete the 
scope of work included in this contract.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the June 19, 2012 consent agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Maple Avenue Water Tower serves the Village’s water system as one of seven elevated water storage 
tanks.  It stores 1,500,000 gallons of water and was constructed in 1988 by Chicago Bridge & Iron.  The 
tower’s coating system is deteriorating and there are safety-related and operational deficiencies that need 
to be rectified. 
 
The original budgeted amount for this project reflects the scope that resulted from an evaluation of this 
tank was completed in 2007.  The evaluation looked at the condition of the exterior surface, as well as the 
interior dry surfaces and interior wet surfaces.  At that time the exterior coating system was judged to be 
providing adequate overall corrosion protection and it was recommended that the surface be painted 
within the next four to six years (2011 to 2013).  
 
As part of the due diligence work in preparation for contracting for this work, the tank’s coating was re-
examined and found to be in worse condition than anticipated due to a greater degree of deterioration than 
forecasted from the 2007 evaluation.  As a result, what was expected to be a spot cleaning and topcoat of 
the exterior now is recommended to be a complete cleaning and recoating.  More rapid deterioration of the 
interior surfaces is also contributing to a more extensive scope of work.  The budget for the interior of the 
tank reflects the anticipated pressure washing and spot cleaning of the interior dry and interior wet 
surfaces, which at this time are recommended for blast cleaning and recoating. 
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The purpose of this construction contract is to correct the current deficiencies and provide a long lasting 
coating system.  The improvements will include: 

• Interior and exterior cleaning and re-coating for corrosion protection 
• Safety improvements including enlarging head clearance on interior dry ladders, installing a top 

platform curb, cover and lower toe bar, and 
• Operational improvements including installing an overflow pipe screened flap gate, installing a 

screen condensate drain pipe, and enlarging the roof manhole cover overlap. 
 
Bidders were asked to provide a total bid consisting of a base bid, and an additional, alternate bid, which 
includes a fluorourethane exterior coating system and new interior condensate ceiling.  Fluorourethane is a 
newer, ultra-high-performance coating that is projected to have a service life of up to thirty years.  A large 
amount of the cost of this project is mobilization of equipment, labor and the installation of the 
containment system.  Because of these fixed costs, the investment of $58,400 to extend the life of the 
exterior coating from 15 to 30 years would provide a return on the initial investment. The alternate bid 
item consists of the installation of an interior ceiling that will collect condensation that falls inside the tank 
and direct it to a drain. This will reduce maintenance within the stem of the tank. 
 
Bids for the Maple Elevated Water Tower Repainting Project were received May 15, 2012 at 11:00 a.m.  
A synopsis of the bids is as follows: 
 
Contractor Base Bid Alternate 

Bid 
Total Bid 
Amount 

 

Am-Coat Painting, Inc., Homer Glen, Illinois $876,710 $77,500 $954,210 low bid 
American Suncraft Co., Inc., Medway, Ohio $1,095,450 $76,500 $1,171,950  
TMI Coatings, Inc., St. Paul, Minnesota $1,396,200 $87,000 $1,483,200  
Era Valdivia Contractors, Inc., Chicago, Illinois $1,554,180 $298,000 $1,852,180  
Classic Protective Coatings, Inc., Menomonie, WI $1,803,350 $109,000 $1,912,350  
 
Am-Coat Painting, has successfully completed painting water towers in several nearby communities such 
as Darien, Elmhurst, Wood Dale, Lemont, Oak Brook, Hoffman Estates and Schaumburg.  The Village’s 
professional engineering consultant for this project, Tank Industry Consultants, has reviewed the bids as 
well.  They are familiar with Am-Coat Painting and have observed projects of similar scope performed by 
the Am-Coat and provided a positive endorsement.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Contract Documents 
Capital Project Sheet WP-005 



























































































































































































































Project # WP-005

Project Description

Project summary, justification and alignment to Strategic Plan

2012-2016 Capital Project Sheet

Water Tank Painting, Maple

Cost Summary
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FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016
Future 
Years TOTAL

Professional Services -                 

Land Acquisition -                 

Infrastructure -                 

Building -                 

Machinery/Equipment -                 

Other/Miscellaneous X 630,000         630,000         

TOTAL COST 630,000         -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 630,000         

9.00                                      630,000         630,000         

1.00                                      -                 

1.00                                      -                 

1.00                                      -                 

630,000         -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 630,000         

Project status and completed work  Grants (funded or applied for) related to the project.

Impact-annual operating expenses FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 Future Yrs TOTAL
-                 

Map/Pictures of Project

Priority Score Project Manager: 

Department:

David Bird                 

Program: Public Works

TOTAL FUNDING SOURCES

Projected Operating Expense Impact:

Funding Source(s)

The initial study to determine schedule and scope for this tank was completed in 2007.  Final work schedule and scope is based on the results of 
the tank inspection.  The preliminary services will included standard inspection of coating system on the tank (inside and outside).  Actual painting 
project may include the removal of the old coating system and the repainting of the primer, intermediate, and finish coats.  

Coating system was inspected in 2007. Repainting was determined 
to be required in about 5 years.  It is anticipated that this work will 
occur in 2012.

Planned improvements will not significantly affect future operating expenses.

None.
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