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SYNOPSIS 
At the request of Commissioner Rheintgen, a report for discussion under New Business has been prepared 
regarding the Village’s fowl regulations. Pursuant to Village Council policy, this topic shall be a discussion 
item only to allow for the Council to direct whether staff and legal counsel should further research the issue 
and prepare the appropriate form of action for consideration at a later date. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 identified Exceptional Municipal Services. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
N/A  
 
BACKGROUND 
Commissioner Rheintgen requested that the Council discuss potential changes to fowl regulations. 
The Village currently regulates fowl (see Chapter 5 of the Village Code). The following is a 
summary of the current fowl regulations: 
 

o Fowl is defined as any domesticated bird, poultry, or water fowl, except for homing pigeons and 
caged birds kept as house pets. 

 
o A maximum of four fowl aged 18 weeks or older and four fowl under the age of 18 weeks are 

permitted to be kept on residentially zoned properties. 
 

o All fowl shall be entirely confined in a pen, coop, building, or other enclosure at all times.  
 

o Pens, coops, buildings, and other enclosures used for the purpose of housing fowl shall be set back a 
minimum of 50 feet from any property line.  

 
o All pens, coops, buildings, yards, or enclosures for fowl shall be kept clean, sanitary and free from all 

refuse. Such areas shall be thoroughly cleaned at least once every twenty-four hours and all refuse 
shall be disposed of in a clean and sanitary fashion.  

 
o All feed for fowl shall be kept in rodent-proof containers.  



Commissioner Rheintgen would like to discuss increasing the number of chickens permitted, 
decreasing the setback requirements, banning roosters and requiring a license or permit for keeping 
chickens. 
 
The attached map indicates the properties that may keep fowl according to the current regulations 
(residentially zoned properties that are at least 110 feet wide and 110 feet deep). 
 
Village staff has handled five fowl related code enforcement cases in 2012. All cases were prompted 
by resident complaints. There are two active enforcement cases pending.  
 
The fowl regulations were last discussed by the Village Council in 1987 (see the attached minutes 
from the Village Council meeting and Community Maintenance Board). 
 
The Village of Western Springs recently amended their regulations regarding fowl and prepared the 
attached comparison of chicken regulations. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Excerpt from Chapter 5 of the Municipal Code 
Map of Properties that May Keep Fowl under Current Regulations 
Minutes from the May 11, 1987 Village Council Meeting 
Minutes from the April 27, 1987 Community Maintenance Board 
Comparison of Chicken Regulations Prepared by Western Springs 
Permissive Zoning for Urban Chicken Farming by Gail Meakins, Published on American Planning 
Association Website, 2012 



Downers Grove Municipal Code

in order to maintain protection against rabies.  (Ord. No. 579, § 1; Ord. No. 1793, § 3; Ord. No. 1854, §§ 3,
5; Ord. No. 2261, § 24.)

Section 5.17. Reserved.

Section 5.18. Fowl defined.
For the purposes of this chapter, fowl is defined as any domesticated bird, poultry, or water fowl,

except for homing pigeons and caged birds kept as house pets.  (Ord. No. 3060, § 3.)

Section 5.18ART. Article IV. Fowl

Section 5.19. Limit to number of fowl permitted.
Except for fowl associated with veterinary hospitals,  animal shelters, and educational institutions,

no person shall keep, in areas of the Village classified for residential use under the Comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance of the Village, more than four fowl aged eighteen weeks or older and more than four fowl under
the age of  eighteen weeks.  The presence of eggs with a female fowl shall  create a presumption that that
fowl is eighteen weeks of age or older. (Ord. No. 3060, § 3.)

Section 5.20. Fowl--Confinement.
All  fowl  kept  in  residential  areas  within  the  Village  shall  be  entirely  confined  in  a  pen,  coop,

building, or other enclosure at all times.  (Ord. No. 3060, § 3.)

Section 5.21. Structures--Location restricted.
No pen, coop, building, or other enclosure used for the purpose of housing fowl shall be erected or

maintained within fifty feet of any property line of the property of the owner of such enclosure.  (Ord. No.
3060, § 3.)

Section 5.22. Same--Maintenance of sanitary conditions.
All pens, coops, buildings, yards, or enclosures for fowl shall be kept clean, sanitary and free from

all refuse. Such areas shall be thoroughiy cleaned at least once every twenty-four hours and all refuse shall
be disposed of in a clean and sanitary fashion.  (Ord. No. 3060, § 3.)

Section 5.23. Storage of food.
All feed for fowl shall be kept in rodent-proof containers.  (Ord. No. 3060, § 3.)

Section 5.24. Appointment.
The Village Manager shall appoint an employee of the Village as animal control officer, who shall

serve from time to time at the pleasure of the Village Manager.  (Ord. No. 1793, § 5; Ord. No. 1854, § 5;
Ord. No. 2261, § 25.)
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