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SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to authorize award of a three-year contract for Parkway Tree Pruning Services to D. 
Ryan Tree & Landscape LLC of DeKalb, Illinois in the amount of $303,090.00, an average of 
$101,030.00 per year. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 identified Top Quality Infrastructure and Steward of Fiscal and Environmental 
Sustainability. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The approved FY13 budget provides $124,000 in the General Fund for parkway tree pruning services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The purpose of parkway tree pruning is to improve tree structure, increase resident satisfaction, enhance 
tree vigor, increase aesthetic appeal, reduce wind damage, provide adequate clearance, and maintain safe 
conditions in the right-of-way.  The optimum tree pruning cycle is to have each parkway tree pruned once 
in five years.  Since FY07, the Village has been implementing a five year pruning cycle (the Village had 
been operating on an eight year cycle prior to FY07). Areas scheduled for pruning are shown on the 
attached maps.  Areas on the 2013 map had the highest number of resident calls for pruning requests and 
branch failures in the past year. Now that a five year pruning cycle is in place, staff has noticed more 
uniformity in tree health and appearance throughout the Village. 
 
A Call for Bids for parkway tree pruning services was published in October 2012 in accordance with the 
Village’s Purchasing Policy.  Bidders were asked to provide prices for three years. The bids received are 
summarized in the following table: 
 

Service Provider Total Bid 2013 Total Bid 2014 Total Bid 2015 

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the December 4, 2012 Village Council meeting. The Council asked for 
additional information regarding the bid amount, as well as the potential to extend to a five-year 
contract.  The low bidder, D. Ryan, has performed parkway trimming work in the Village in the past 
and is very familiar with the condition of the Village's tree stock. When asked why they submitted this 
price staff was told that they wanted the contract and were willing to be competitive to be the 
successful, low bidder.  This contract could not be extended without canceling the contract and 
rebidding it with a five-year term. Staff recommends approval on the December 11, 2012 Consent 
Agenda.  
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D. Ryan Tree & Landscape LLC $103,080.00 $101,010.00 $99,000.00 
Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. $129,535.00 $120,862.50 $126,530.00 
Winkler’s Tree & Landscaping, Inc. $154,485.00 $144,731.55 $151,964.80 
Homer Tree Care, Inc. $160,770.00 $152,265.00 $151,859.40 
Nature’s Tree DBA Autumn Tree $209,170.00 $199,970.00 $198,320.00 
The Davey Tree Expert Company $401,225.00 $390,225.00 $382,800.00 
Asplundh Tree Expert Co. $781,928.30 $812,790.45 $812,968.20 

 
The lowest responsive and responsible bidder is D. Ryan Tree & Landscape LLC of DeKalb, Illinois.  
Their municipal references are all positive. This contract will be their third pruning contract with Downers 
Grove (FY09 was their first and then a 3-year contract for 2010, 2011, 2012).  Staff is satisfied that D. 
Ryan Tree & Landscape LLC meets the Village’s specifications and that their pruning work will be what 
is required for all three years. The contractor evaluation form for FY12 is attached.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Pruning Area Maps 2013, 2014, 2015 
Contract Documents 
Contractor Evaluation Form for FY12 









































































































Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation 

 
 
Contractor:  D. Ryan Tree and Landscape 
 
Project:  Parkway Tree Pruning for 2012 
   

Primary Contact: DaRin Ryan 815-756-8733 
 
Time Period: started Monday February 6, 2012, and finished Saturday April 7, 2012.    
 
On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances) yes   
  
Provide details if early or late completion:  All work was completed on time and per the 
pruning specifications.  In total, 3277 trees were pruned at a cost of $81,741.00.  
 
Change Orders (attach information if needed):   None 
 
Difficulties / Positives: D. Ryan Tree and Landscape were very easy to deal with and 
are very well experienced with municipal parkway tree pruning.  I was able to 
communicate with the foreman and crew about the pruning work without any difficulty.  
Both the actual pruning work and follow-up cleanup were thoroughly completed. 
 
Interaction with public: Excellent.  More than 2788 properties were included in the 
pruning area.    
 
Complaints:  5417 Blodgett concerned about sawdust and debris on car, 6th and 
Fairview complaint about twigs remaining, 4027 and 4219 Downers complaint about 
twigs and more raking needed, 1148 Blackout complaint about twigs and debris.  All 
complaints were resolved by the contractor.             
 
Compliments:  None reported 
 
General Level of Satisfaction with work: Well Satisfied   
 
Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?  Yes   
 
Reviewers:   Kerstin G. von der Heide, Village Forester 
 
Date:  April 7, 2012                  
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