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SYNOPSIS 
Agreements have been prepared authorizing OASIS Grants in the amount of $100,000 for the property at 
522 Ogden Avenue (Dunkin Donuts) and $86,775 for the multi-tenant property at 946 Ogden Avenue. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Strategic Goals for 2011-2018 included Strong, Diverse Local Economy.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT    
The FY13 budget includes $250,000 in the Ogden Avenue TIF Fund for the OASIS program. These 
projects would total $186,775. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
In September 2010 in response to the requests of the property and businesses owners in the Ogden 
TIF district, the Village Council adopted the OASIS matching grant program to enhance the Ogden 
Avenue corridor. In August 2012, the Council approved changes to the program that provide 
business and property owners with matching grants up to 75% of total project costs for certain site 
improvements.  The goals of the OASIS program are: 
 

• Provide more attractive sites 
• Improve traffic circulation for vehicles and pedestrians (on private property as well as the 

street) 
• Improve existing building appearance 
• Improve signage and reduce visual clutter 

 
522 Ogden Avenue (Dunkin Donuts) 
The applicant, the business owner, is proposing to renovate the entire building and site, including a façade 
update, new landscaping, a new masonry garbage enclosure and replacement of nonconforming signs. The 
interior of the building will also receive a comprehensive renovation, although this work is not eligible for 
OASIS funding. Total project costs for the exterior improvements are estimated to be $161,070. The 
requested OASIS grant would pay for up to $100,000. The application was reviewed by the OASIS Team. 

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the January 15, 2013 Village Council meeting. Staff recommends approval 
of this item on the February 5, 2013 Active Agenda. During the discussion, Council discussed potential 
changes to the program. The OASIS committee will meet on February 12, 2013 to discuss the program 
and staff will provide a report to the Council following the OASIS committee meeting.  
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The team found that the application meets the program criteria and unanimously recommended the grant 
award. Staff concurs.  
 
946 Ogden Avenue  
The applicant, the property owner, is proposing to update the building façade. The building is currently 
used for automobile upholstery repair (Mr. Trim) on the first floor, with offices above. The project 
includes façade renovation, new landscaping and replacement of the nonconforming signs. Total project 
costs for the improvements are estimated to be $138,945. The applicant proposed the project under the 
previous program parameters and was awarded a grant of $34,250.50. The applicant did not make the 
improvements and the grant award expired. Under the current program, the requested OASIS grant would 
pay for up to $86,775. The application was reviewed by the OASIS Team. The team found that the 
application meets the program criteria and unanimously recommended that the grant be awarded. Staff 
concurs.   
 
The previous OASIS grant awards are noted in the table below. 
 

Approved OASIS Grants 2010-2012 
Business Address Amount Status 
DG Animal Hospital 631-635 Ogden  $48,737.00  Paid 
Bill Kay Nissan 1601 Ogden  $40,000.00  Paid 
Helmut and Vito's 1430 Ogden  $3,350.00  Paid 
Merlin 1711 Ogden  $6,589.00  Paid 
Prestige Liquors 739 Ogden  $29,234.38  Permit Pending 
Skuddlebutts 
Shopping Center 436-440 Ogden  $2,105.75  Paid 
United Limo 432 Ogden  $12,700.00  Paid 
Phillips Flowers 1512 Ogden  $4,409.00  Paid 

A-Len Radiators 
333 Ogden & 
4305 Fairview  $93,750.00  Paid 

Door & Window 
Superstore 1740 Ogden  $7,500.00  Paid 
Mr. Trim 946 Ogden  $34,250.50  Expired 
Apartment Building 1614 Ogden  $10,000.00  Expired 
Apartment Building 1602 Ogden  $10,000.00  Expired 
Auto Zone Shopping 
Center 237-245 Ogden  $7,500.00  Work Progressing 
Jay's Plumbing 1509 Ogden  $3,500.00  Paid 
Mr. Submarine 1322 Ogden  $48,621.88  Paid 

Shopping Center 
1530-1552 
Ogden  $6,942.50  No permit request 

Midwest Auto Body 534 Ogden  $14,952.14  Work Progressing 
Soccer 2000/Radio 
Shack 222-224 Ogden  $22,395.00  Expired 
Firestone 845 Ogden  $10,232.49  Work Progressing 
Shopping Center 406-414 Ogden  $3,423.90  Paid 

Totals   
 
$420,193.54   

 
ATTACHMENTS 
OASIS Grant Program Policy 
Aerial Maps 
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OASIS Applications and recommendation letters 
Resolutions 
 



V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:           Village Manager                          DATE:       February 5, 2013          
                    (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                                                 FILE REF:                
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

    Ordinance   

  X  Resolution 

     Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
AND PARAS D. KAYASTHA”, as presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of this resolution shall authorize an OASIS grant agreement between the Village of
Downers Grove and Paras D. Kayastha for the property located at 522 Ogden Avenue in the amount
of $100,000.00.  

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

1\wp8\cas.13\522-Ogden-OASIS



RESOLUTION NO.          

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A GRANT 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

AND PARAS D. KAYASTHA

BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County,

Illinois, as follows:

1. That the form and substance of a certain Grant Agreement (the “Agreement”), between the

Village of Downers Grove (the “Village”) and Paras D. Kayastha (the “Applicant”), for OASIS Program

grant funding, in the amount of $100,000.00, to make improvements to the property/business located at 522

Ogden Avenue, which is along the Ogden Avenue commercial corridor, as set forth in the form of the

Agreement submitted to this meeting with the recommendation of the Village Manager, is hereby approved.

2. That the Village Manager  and Village Clerk are hereby respectively authorized and directed

for and on behalf of the Village to execute, attest, seal and deliver the Agreement, substantially in the form

approved in the foregoing paragraph of this Resolution, together with such changes as the Manager shall

deem necessary.

3. That the proper officials, agents and employees of the Village are hereby authorized and

directed to take such further action as they may deem necessary or appropriate to perform all obligations and

commitments of the Village in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement.

4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this Resolution

are hereby repealed.

5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as provided

by law.

                                                             
Mayor

Passed:
Attest:                                                    
                Village Clerk

1\wp\res.13\522-Ogden-OASIS



 
OOAASSIISS  GGRRAANNTT  AAGGRREEEEMMEENNTT

     
THIS AGREEMENT is made this ____ day of ______________, 2013 by and between the Village of 
Downers Grove, Illinois, an Illinois municipal corporation with offices at 801 Burlington Avenue, 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515, ( the Village ) and Paras D. Kayastha at 5N271 Swift Road, Itasca, 
Illinois 60143 ( Applicant ).   

WITNESSETH:  

WHEREAS, the Village has established the Ogden Avenue Site Improvement Strategy Program 
( OASIS Program ) for application to receive a grant from the Village to make improvements to 
properties/businesses along the Ogden Avenue commercial corridor; and,  

WHEREAS, said Program is funded from TIF funds for the purpose of controlling and preventing blight 
and deterioration within the Ogden Avenue Tax Increment Finance District ( TIF District ), and to 
encourage the further redevelopment of properties in the TIF District in accordance with the general 
guidelines set forth in the Program as amended in Ordinance 5277 on August 21, 2012; and,  

WHEREAS, Applicant owns a business at 522 Ogden Avenue, Downers Grove, Illinois 09-05-213-007 
which is located within the TIF District; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Program the Village has agreed to financially participate, subject to its sole 
discretion, the Program Guidelines, and the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement; and,  

WHEREAS, the Applicant desires to participate in the Program, subject to the Program Guidelines and 
the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement;  

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreement herein set forth, and other 
good and valuable consideration, the Parties do hereby agree as follows:  

A.  General Provisions: 
1. The above recitals are incorporated into and made part of this Agreement as though fully set 

forth herein. 
2. This Agreement may not be transferred or assigned. 
3. This Agreement may be terminated by either party by giving ten (10) days written notice to the 

other party.  If the Applicant terminates this Agreement, the Village shall not be required to 
make any reimbursement payments to the Applicant. 

4. In the event the Applicant fails to complete the project and submit the required proof of payment 
documents in the required timeframe, the Village may terminate this Agreement and award the 
funds to other eligible projects. 

5. The parties shall have any and all remedies available at law in the event of a breach of this 
Agreement. 

6. Applicant acknowledges that the Freedom of Information Act may apply to public records in 
possession of Applicant or a contractor.  Applicant and it contractors shall cooperate with the 
Village in its efforts to comply with the Freedom of Information Act.  5 ICLS 140/1 et. seq. 

7. This Agreement will be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Illinois.  Venue is proper only in the County of DuPage. 



 
8. This Agreement will not be subject to amendment unless made in writing and signed by all 

parties. 
9. Any notice will be in writing and will be deemed to be effectively served when deposited in the 

mail with sufficient first class postage affixed, and addressed to the party at the party's place of 
business.  Notices shall be addressed to designated representatives of both parties as follows:  

Village Manager 
Village of Downers Grove 
801 Burlington Ave. 
Downers Grove, IL  60515   

To the Applicant as stated below.  

B. Applicant s Obligations: 
1. Applicant shall complete the project in substantial compliance with the attached plans, 

incorporated as part of this Agreement as Exhibit A.  Any changes to the plans shall require 
written approval from the Community Development Director, or his designee. 

2. Applicant, at its own expense, shall obtain all necessary permits prior to commencement of any 
work to complete the improvements. 

3. Applicant shall submit the following required proof of payment documents: 
a. Itemized paid-in-full invoices. 
b. Canceled checks for the payment for the completed improvements. 
c. Final lien waivers, if applicable. 
d. Certified payroll records of contractors. 

4. Applicant understands that it will not receive payment if there are any outstanding code 
violations on the property or if Applicant owes any money to the Village.   

5. Applicant shall complete the project and submit the required proof of payment documents within 
one (1) year of the effective date of this Agreement.  If the project is not completed or if the 
required proof of payment documents are not submitted within one (1) year, the Village shall 
have the right to declare this Agreement null and void and shall not be required to make any 
reimbursement payments to the Applicant. 

6. Applicant shall complete the project in such a manner as to comply with all conditions of this 
Agreement, and in accordance with the Program Guidelines and all pertinent regulations, 
ordinances, or codes of the Village or other authority having jurisdiction over the property. 

7. Applicant is hereby notified by the Village that work contemplated by this Agreement may be 
subject to the Prevailing Wage Act ( Act ), 820 ILCS 130/1 et seq.  Applicant agrees to comply 
with all applicable provisions of the Act as administered by the Illinois Department of Labor 
( IDOL ).  Applicant further agrees to contact IDOL for a determination of applicability of the 
Act to the project contemplated by this Agreement.  If required by IDOL, Applicant agrees to 
pay the prevailing wage rates and to require that all of its subcontractors pay prevailing wage to 
any laborers, workers or mechanics who perform work on the projects contemplated by this 
Agreement.  For applicable rates, go to the State of Illinois 

 

Department of Labor website and 
use the most current DuPage county rate.  Applicant recognizes and agrees that it is solely 
responsible for compliance with the Act and agrees to fully indemnify, defend and hold harmless 
the Village with regard to any actions or proceeding instituted regarding such compliance. 

8. Applicant shall be required to submit an executed Campaign Disclosure Certificate, attached 
hereto as Exhibit B. 



  
C. Village s Obligations: 

1. The Village shall reimburse the Applicant for three-quarters (3/4) of the actual incurred costs to 
complete all eligible aspects of the project.  The amount of said reimbursement shall not exceed 
$100,000. 

2. The Village shall remit payment to the Applicant within sixty (60) days of completion of the 
project and receipt of the required proof of payment documents.  

3. The Village shall diligently review permit submittals, issue permits and complete required 
inspections deemed necessary to complete the project.  

IN WITNESS HEREOF, the parties set their hand and seal the day and date hereinabove written.  

APPLICANT:               VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE: 
Paras D. Kayastha  
5N271 Swift Road 
Itasca, Illinois 60143     By:   

_________________________   ___________________________ 
Signature       Village Manager   

_________________________   Attest: 
Print Name              

_________________________   ___________________________ 
Title       Village Clerk  



 
Exhibit B 

Campaign Disclosure Certificate

  
The Campaign Disclosure Certificate is required pursuant to the Village of Downers Grove Council 
Policy on Ethical Standards and is applicable to those campaign contributions made to any member of 
the Village Council.    

Said Campaign Disclosure Certificate requires any individual or entity that is a party to a contract with 
the Village to disclose campaign contributions, as defined in Section 9-1.4 of the Election Code (10 
ILCS 5/9-1.4), made to current members of the Village Council within the  five (5) year period preceding 
the date of the contract.  

By signing the contract, Applicant agrees to refrain from making any campaign contributions as defined 
in Section 9-1.4 of the Election Code (10 ILCS 5/9-1.4) to any Village Council member and any 
challengers seeking to serve as a member of the Downers Grove Village Council. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Under penalty of perjury, I declare:  

 

Applicant has not

 

contributed to any elected Village position within the last five 
(5) years.  

____________________  _____________________ 
Signature    Print Name  

 

Applicant has contributed a campaign contribution to a current member of the 
Village Council within the last five (5) years.  

Print the following information: 
Name of Contributor: _____________________________________      

(company or individual)  

To whom contribution was made: ____________________________  

Year contribution made: ______________  Amount: $ ___________   

________________________ _________________________ 
Signature    Print Name  







                
522 Ogden Ave Dunkin Donuts Remodel

  
We are proposing a remodel of an existing Dunkin Donuts to a new image.  

This is an extensive remodel of the existing store, including but not limited to the 
façade, parking lot, new signage and improved landscaping.  We are also 
remodeling the interior of

 

the building, we understand that we will not be funded 
for this portion but the interior is a part of the overall project scope.  We have 
provided an interior floor plan for your reference.  

 

We are proposing to remove the mansard roof on the existing building and 
replace it with a more modern look of tan colored EIFS panels.  We are also 
proposing to build monoliths on the East, South and West Elevations.  These 
would be covered in Hardi Board Siding in a pallet of brown colors as depicted in 
the material

 

board.  The existing cooler in the rear of the building will be framed 
out and covered in the same Hardi Board Siding as the monoliths.  We will be 
cleaning and replacing any damaged storefront as required and installing new 
orange awnings to match the new image of Dunkin Brands.

 

We are proposing to replace the existing signage with new signage on the 
building and replace the existing pole sign along Ogden Avenue with a new 
monument sign.  This sign will have a split face block base in tan to match the 
building and a complaint sign face.  The current signage will be removed.

 

We are proposing to remove portion of the existing parking lot.  We will 
regrade, reconfigure and reconstruct portions of the parking lot to make it safer 
and more useable for both vehicles and pedestrians.  We are removing the 
existing concrete curbs and islands and replacing them with new concrete curbs 
and islands with upgraded landscaping.  There are some very deep sewer inlets in 
the lot that we feel can be brought up to a higher grade so as to make it less 
dangerous to the customers.  The existing parking lot is difficult to maneuver in 
and with this revised plan we are hope to make it a bit easier to move around the 
lot. 

 



 
The new plan also calls for some additional landscaping for

 
the site.  We are 

adding landscaping to the islands in the parking lot and around the perimeter of 
the site.  We are including the new monument sign within the new proposed 
landscaping.  We will also be adding some perennial flowers and shrubs to the site

 
and making any improvements to the existing landscaping as needed. 

  

The existing dumpster enclosure is wood fencing that is falling apart.  It is 
visible from Ogden Avenue and we are proposing to replace the existing 
enclosure with a new CMU split face block enclosure, tan in color with new doors.  
This will blend more naturally into the existing retaining walls around the lot and 
update the existing dilapidated trash enclosure.    

  

We are looking forward to upgrading this building and site to fit in with the 
landscape of the Ogden Avenue Corridor.  We feel with these upgrades that our 
building will fit into the fabric of the community and the new look of Ogden 
Avenue.  We look forward to working with the Village on these items.

 









































































































  
December 12, 2012  

Paras D. Kayastha 
5 N 271 Swift Road 
Itasca, IL 60143  

Re: OASIS Grant for 522 Ogden Avenue  

Dear Mr. Kayastha:  

Thank you for your interest in the Ogden Avenue Site Improvement Strategy (OASIS) 
Program.  The OASIS Team met on December 11, 2012 to review your application for a 
matching grant for façade, landscaping, site and sign improvements at the above-
mentioned property.  

The OASIS Team is pleased to inform you that the request is being recommended for 
funding.  The recommended grant amount is $100,000, which is the maximum 
amount for this property.  Because the request is more than $15,000, the 
recommendation of the OASIS Team will be forwarded to the Village Council with 
the following conditions:  

1. A site plan is needed to verify sign setback (10 feet from south property line). 
2. The sign height shall be revised.  As shown, sign is 10 feet, 4 inches tall, where 

only 10 feet is permitted.  

The grant is subject to Village Council approval.  Village staff anticipates Village 
Council consideration of the OASIS Grant will take place in January 2013.   

Please note, pursuant to the State of Illinois Labor Laws, the project must use prevailing 
wage labor.  

Please contact me if you have any comments or questions.  I can be reached at 
630.434.5520 or jobrien@downers.us.  

Sincerely,  
The OASIS Team 

 

Jeff O Brien, AICP 
Planning Manager 
Village of Downers Grove    
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 Village of Downers Grove 
 Official Village Policy Approved by Village Council 

 
 

Description: Ogden Avenue Site Improvement Strategy Program 
 

Res. or Ord. #: Ord.  5277 Effective Date: 08/21/12 
  

Category: Planning & Community Development 
 
  New Council Policy  
 
 X Amends Previous Policy Dated: 09/14/10  

  
 
   Description of Previous Policy (if different from above):  

   
 
  

    
 

 
ORDINANCE NO.  _ 5277__ 

 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN AMENDMENT TO THE OGDEN AVENUE  

SITE IMPROVEMENT STRATEGY PROGRAM 
 
WHEREAS, the Village has the authority, pursuant to the laws of the State of Illinois, to promote the 

health, safety, and welfare of the Village and its inhabitants, to prevent the spread of blight, to encourage 
private development in order to enhance the local tax base, to increase employment, and to enter into 
contractual agreements with third parties for the purpose of achieving these purposes. 

 
WHEREAS, the Village is authorized under the provisions of the Tax Increment Allocation 

Redevelopment Act, 65 ILCS 5/11-74.4-1, et seq., as amended (the “TIF Act”), to finance redevelopment in 
accordance with the conditions and requirements set forth in the TIF Act. 

 
WHEREAS, to stimulate and induce redevelopment pursuant to the TIF Act, the Village has, after 

giving all notices required by law and after conducting all public hearings required by law, adopted the 
following ordinances:   

 
1. Ordinance No. 4247, adopted February 6, 2001, titled “An Ordinance Approving the Ogden 

Avenue Corridor Redevelopment Plan and Project” (the “Redevelopment Plan”); 
 
2. Ordinance No. 4248 adopted February 6, 2001, titled "An Ordinance Designating the Ogden 

Avenue Corridor Redevelopment Project Area”; 
 
3. Ordinance No. 4249, adopted February 6, 2001, titled "An Ordinance Adopting Tax Increment 

Financing for the Village of Downers Grove”. 
 
WHEREAS, in an effort to promote revitalization of the Ogden Avenue commercial corridor the 

Village wishes to establish the Ogden Avenue Site Improvement Strategy Program (“OASIS Program”); 
 
WHEREAS, the OASIS Program is made available to provide a significant impact on the exterior of 

properties, thus improving the economic vitality of the Ogden Avenue commercial corridor; 
 WHEREAS, the goals of the OASIS Program are to provide financial assistance to property and 

business owners in order to provide more attractive sites, improve traffic circulation for vehicles and 



OASIS Program- 2 

pedestrians, improve existing building appearance, and improve signage, in accordance with the Ogden 
Avenue Commercial Corridor Master Plan,  the Village’s Strategic Plan and the Village’s Comprehensive 
Plan; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage 
County, Illinois, as follows: 
 

1.  ELIGIBLE IMPROVEMENTS: 
 
A. SITE IMPROVEMENT  
 1.  Lighting Fixtures, Fencing, utility burial 

• This includes installation of exterior lighting fixtures which are associated with a building 
façade or within a parking area. Decorative fencing around parking areas, adjacent properties 
and refuse screening are also included in this category and sidewalks.  

• The burying of overhead power lines, telephone lines or other above-grade utilities. 
 
 2. Access Consolidation, Cross Access, or Pedestrian Improvement  

• This includes driveway consolidation on Ogden Avenue, cross access between businesses, and 
installation of pedestrian walkways and sidewalks. 

3.  Stormwater 
• This includes the installation of detention area or best management practices.   
 

B. LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENT 
 1. Landscaping  

• This includes the installation or replacement of new landscaping and green space that is one 
hundred ten percent (110%) of the current open space requirement for the B-3 zoning district 
outlined in the Village’s Zoning Ordinance.  

2.  Stormwater 
• This includes the installation of detention area or best management practices.   

 
C. FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT  
 1. Exterior Woodwork and Architectural Materials  

• This includes improvement or repair, cleaning, refinishing, restoring, or replacement of 
exterior woodwork or architectural materials.  

 2. Masonry  
• This includes masonry improvements, repairs, restoration or tuckpointing.  

 3. Windows and Doors  
• This includes the replacement, installation or restoration of windows (including display, 

ornamental, upper-story and storm windows) and exterior doors.  
 4. Cornices, Parapets, Awnings, Canopies and Roofs  

• This includes the installation or repair of cornices, parapets, awnings, canopies or roofs when 
part of the facade renovation; or independently, when it is a visible part of the façade from 
Ogden Avenue or required by Village ordinance to screen rooftop mechanical units and vent 
stacks.  

 
D. SIGNAGE IMPROVEMENT  
 1. Signs  

This includes the installation or replacement of signs to comply with current Village ordinances. 
Requests for grant funds for sign improvements will only be considered for projects that propose 
improvements in at least two (2) additional categories listed herein.  For purposes of this policy, 
installed landscaping required by the Village’s sign ordinance shall not be considered as an 
additional improvement.   
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2.  FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:  

Property owners and business owners (“Owners”) located within the Ogden Avenue TIF District may be 
eligible for a grant award from the Village for up to seventy-five percent (75%) of the total cost of the work 
for certain improvements made to their buildings or property in accordance with the following guidelines: 

 
a)  Interior Parcels less than one (1) acre are eligible for a Grant Award up to seventy-five percent 

(75%) of the cost of the eligible work.  The total maximum award shall not exceed $100,000 not 
including any bonuses for an “Outstanding Project” as defined herein.    

  

b) Corner Parcels or Parcels that are at least one (1) acre or individual Tenant Spaces in excess of five 
thousand (5,000) square feet are eligible for a Grant Awardup to seventy-five percent (75%) of the 
cost of the eligible work.  The total maximum award shall not exceed $150,000 not including any 
bonuses for an “Outstanding Project” as defined herein.    

 

c)  Conditions: 

1. Only exterior improvements to properties and buildings as described above will be 
eligible for a grant award.  Internal elements will not be eligible.  Generally, exterior 
maintenance (e.g. painting, parking lot resurfacing, seal-coating, replacing dead landscaping, 
etc.) will not be considered; however, in some cases maintenance may be eligible if it is an 
essential component of a project and is a permanent improvement to the property (e.g. tuck-
pointing, replacing windows and doors). 

 
2. Funding for signs shall only be provided if two (2) other eligible improvements are 

being made to the applicant’s property.  Any landscaping required by the Village’s sign 
ordinance shall not be counted as an additional improvement.  

 
3. Requests for funding for façade improvements shall include screening on all sides of 

any existing or proposed mechanical equipment.  
 

4. Improvements to buildings, parking lots and uses which do not meet current zoning 
requirements will not be eligible. 

 
5. Improvements requiring zoning variations may be eligible for project funding; however, 

no part of the zoning variation process will be funded. 
 

6. A bonus of twenty-five percent (25%) of the maximum grant award amount for 
particular Outstanding Projects may be provided for applications that propose eligible 
improvements that address multiple categories. Outstanding Projects must meet all the criteria 
contained herein and exceed the Village’s development standards. For example, an eligible 
project on a one and one-half (1.5)acre lot proposing landscape improvements and façade 
improvements would be eligible for up to $128,906 ($137,500 x 0.75 = $103,125 x 1.25) 
assuming a total eligible project costs of $137,500. 

 
 

7. For single tenants in multi-tenant buildings, the maximum grant award for the tenant 
will be limited by the percentage of space the tenant occupies in the building. For example, if a 
tenant occupies twenty-five percent (25%) of a building on a parcel less than one (1) acre in 
size, the maximum façade improvement grant award would be $2,500. 

3.  SIDEWALK EASEMENT OR CONSTRUCTION REQUIRED AS A PRE-CONDITION:  

In order to promote the Ogden Avenue Master Plan, and prior to receipt of any grant award, the applicant 
must grant a sidewalk easement approved in a form acceptable to the Village and/or install a sidewalk on 
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the property along Ogden Avenue as required by the Village Council or Village Manager.  In instances 
where only an easement for a sidewalk is received, the applicant will receive an additional $1,000 of grant 
funds.  In instances where a sidewalk is installed, the sidewalk may be included in the eligible project costs.    

 

4.  PROCEDURES:   

The OASIS Team will evaluate all submittals.  The OASIS Team is comprised of Village staff, Economic 
Development Corporation representatives and Downers Grove Area Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
representatives.  Only complete applications will be evaluated by the review team.  Projects will be 
evaluated on a qualitative basis and will be evaluated against one another.  The intent of the initiative is to 
encourage comprehensive development in the TIF district.  One or more application deadlines will be 
established by the Village. 

 
1. Pre-Application Meeting (OPTIONAL) 

Prior to making a formal application, the prospective applicant is encouraged to meet with the OASIS 
Team. During this meeting, the prospective applicant is familiarized with the program and the 
application process. A general discussion of needs and ideas of all parties, design alternatives and 
general cost parameters will be discussed. An application packet may be obtained at this time, as well as, 
information about the Ogden Avenue Master Plan.  

 
2. Complete and Submit Application  

The first round of applications should be completed and submitted to the Community Development 
Department by an established due date included in the application packet. The OASIS Team will review 
the application for completeness within 10 working days of application deadline.  

 
3. Approval of Project by the Village 

Within 30 days of the application deadline, the OASIS Team will meet to review and rank the complete 
grant applications against each other in order to establish an order of merit.  By ranking projects the 
OASIS Team will recommend funding of the highest ranked projects first.  The OASIS Team will utilize 
the review criteria included in the application packet to rank applications.  Recommendations from the 
OASIS Team will be forwarded to the Village Manager for consideration.  Grant awards recommended 
by the OASIS Team less than $15,000 may be authorized by Village Manager; however, grant awards in 
excess of $15,000 must be authorized by the Village Council.   

 
4. Execution of the Site Improvement Reimbursement Grant Agreement  

In conjunction with the award of the grant, the applicant will be required to enter into a Site 
Improvement Reimbursement Grant Agreement with the Village specifying the responsibility of the 
grant recipient. This agreement must be completed prior to the commencement of funded improvements. 
A typical agreement will reimburse the applicant, up to the agreed upon maximum, with the submittal of 
cancelled checks and final inspection. 

 
5. Begin Work  

After the Site Improvement Reimbursement Grant Agreement has been executed, a "Letter of Approval 
and Notice to Proceed" will be sent to the applicant from the Community Development Department, 
including an estimate of the total grant amount the applicant is eligible to receive once work is 
completed and cancelled checks for said eligible work have been received. 

 
The applicant may begin work once all necessary permits have been issued.  Prior to, or during 
construction, any on-the-job changes to the approved design must be reviewed and approved by the 
OASIS team and the Community Development Department. If changes involve permit related work, the 
Community Development department must also review and approve the change.   

 
6. Complete of the Project  

Upon completion of the project, the work is to be approved by an inspector(s) in the appropriate 
departments for compliance with the original design drawings, including any approved on-the-job 
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changes and Village ordinances.  In the event the Village finds the finished work product does not meet 
ordinance requirements or is not consistent with the approved grant application and any approved on-
the-job changes, the Village will not be obligated to provide reimbursement for any of the work 
completed.  

 
7. Payment of the Grant  

Once the grant recipient receives final approval, he/she shall provide a request for reimbursement and all 
receipts (including copies of cancelled checks) for grant eligible work to the Community Development 
Department. The Village of Downers Grove will provide reimbursement up to the agreed upon 
maximum after eligible grant work has been inspected and certified as to its completion and compliance 
with the approved grant application. 

 

       ______________________________ 
Martin T. Tully, Mayor 

Passed:   
 

Attest: 
                April K. Holden, Village Clerk 
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