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SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to authorize the purchase of four vehicles in the total amount of $717,429. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 identified Exceptional Municipal Services. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The adopted FY13 budget includes $945,000 in the Equipment Replacement Fund for the replacement of 
five vehicles. Staff is recommending the purchase of four vehicles and the reduction of one 5-ton dump 
truck from the fleet for a savings of $227,571 from the budgeted amount. Additionally, the three natural 
gas powered vehicles are eligible for a $12,000 rebate through the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Alternative Fuel Rebate Program. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval on the April 9, 2013 Consent Agenda.  
 
BACKGROUND 
The Village’s Fleet Team, consisting of representatives from the Village Manager’s Office, Finance, 
Public Works, Police and Fire Departments have evaluated the need to replace the vehicles and pieces of 
equipment scheduled for this year. All Village vehicles and equipment are targeted for replacement 
according to useful lifecycle replacement criteria including age, usage, condition, repair costs, fuel 
efficiency and environmental impact. The Fleet Team reviewed the five vehicles scheduled to be replaced 
and determined that the criteria were met and that it was in the best interest of the Village to replace four 
of the five vehicles.   
 
Three of the vehicles identified for replacement are assigned to the Public Works Department and include 
one five-ton and two one-ton trucks.  Upon further review of the use of these vehicles and the operational 
needs of the department the team recommended that the five-ton truck not be replaced and that the two 
one-ton trucks be upgraded to the Ford F-550 model.  Staff believes that the two F-550 trucks will provide 
a lower cost, more versatile alternative than the three trucks that are currently in the fleet.  In addition to 
the one time capital savings from eliminating the 5-ton there will be ongoing savings in fuel and 
maintenance costs.    
 
The table below shows the four vehicles that staff is recommending for purchase. 
Quantity Type of Vehicle Make and Model Dealer Price 

1 Pumper Truck 2013 Pierce Saber 
Pumper 

Global Emergency Products 
of Aurora, IL $500,685 

2 CNG Dump Truck  2013 Ford F-550 Currie Motors of Frankfort, IL 
Auto Truck of Bartlett, IL 

$57,602 (chassis) 
$126,622 (body) 

1 CNG Cargo Van 2013 Ford CNG       
E-250 Cargo Van 

Badger Truck Equipment of 
Milwaukee, WI 

$32,520 
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The purchase of the pumper truck and the two dump trucks would be made through existing cooperative 
purchasing contracts established by the Northwest Municipal Conference, which is permissible based on 
the provisions of the Village Purchasing Policy. The Ford CNG E-250 cargo van was competitively bid by 
Village staff in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy.  One bid was received from Badger 
Truck Equipment of Milwaukee, Wisconsin as shown in the table above. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Additional Information on current vehicles and bids 
NWMC Suburban Purchasing Cooperative Contract - Global Emergency Products 
NWMC Suburban Purchasing Cooperative Contract - # 107 Currie Motors Fleet 
NWMC Suburban Purchasing Cooperative Contract - # 109 Auto Truck Group 
Contract Documents – Badger Truck Equipment 



Vehicle Replacement Criteria  
 
Vehicle Replacement Criteria 
All Village vehicles and equipment are targeted for replacement according to a useful lifecycle 
replacement criteria guideline. The life expectancy of patrol cars is four years of service, the fire 
utility vehicle six years, and the Pierce Saber 13 years, for example, though additional criteria are 
considered when making the final replacement recommendation. These criteria include age, 
usage, condition, repair costs, fuel efficiency and environmental impact. The Fleet Team 
reviewed the vehicles scheduled to be replaced and determined that the criteria for replacement 
were met. The following table provides additional information regarding the vehicles scheduled 
to be replaced: 
 

Veh.
# Year Make Model 

Mileage 
(Feb. 2013) 

2012 
Repair 
Costs* 

Life-to-Date 
Repair 
Costs 

Repair Cost 
% in 2012 
 

103 2002 Ford Ranger 57,734 $1,580.12 
 

$17,874.83 8.84% 

273 2010 Ford LN 8000 6441 
(hours) 

$5,284.35  $160,806.90  3.29% 

287 1999 Ford F-350 8313 
(hours) 

 $4,085.36 $42,551.92 9.6% 

299 2000 Ford F-350 6535 
(hours) 

$1,489.14 $32,615.79 4.57% 

916 2000 Pierce Saber 12,704 
(hours) 

$12,454.97 $180,035.61 6.92% 

* costs do not include routine maintenance 
 
The purchase of the Ford F-550, the up fitting of the compressed natural gas system with dump 
body and salt spreader and Pierce Saber Pumper would be made through the NWMC Suburban 
Purchasing Cooperative, which is permissible based on the provisions of the Village Purchasing 
Policy. The purchase of the Ford E-250 compressed natural gas cargo van will be made using the 
Village of Downers Grove competitive bidding process. 
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