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SYNOPSIS

Ordinances have been prepared amending portions of Chapter 8, Business and Activity Licenses and
Regulations, Section 8.38 & Section 8.39 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code, relative to electrical
contractor testing and licensing.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT
The goals for 2008-2013 identified Exceptional Municipal Services and Continual Innovation.

FiscAL IMPACT
N/A

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval on the June 18, 2013 active agenda.

BACKGROUND

Staff proposes to change the current internal electrical contractor licensing procedures to an outside
process developed and administered by the International Code Council (ICC) and Pearson VUE, a private
testing company. The ICC is a not-for-profit organization with 60 years of experience in test development,
maintenance and administration. The ICC is also the publisher of model building codes and standards that
are adopted and used by licensing agencies and municipalities across the country. Pearson VUE is the
largest commercial testing company and education publisher in the world with experience testing for
licensure, certification, regulatory purposes and academic admissions.

The electrical exams will continue to bear the Village’s name and be offered as Class A, Class B, and
Class C, corresponding to the three different electrical license classifications available from the Village.
The associated licensing and renewals will remain a function of the Village Clerk. The testing agency will
provide hardcopy test results to applicants and will allow staff to access and verify results via the internet.

There is no charge from the ICC or Pearson VUE to the Village for the development, maintenance, and
administration of the Downers Grove Electrical Examination. All costs are paid by the applicant and this
is for new applicants only.

The benefits to the Village of utilizing the ICC Contractor trades examination service & Pearson VUE are
as follows:
e A better quality exam that is updated for each newly adopted code edition by teams of industry
experts.
e A more secure exam administered by testing professionals at a secure facility.



e Reduction in risk to the Village by shifting the responsibility for the qualification of electrical
contractors to a highly qualified outside agency that successfully does this for many other
municipalities.

e Increasing staff availability to focus on the department’s primary functions.

The benefits to the applicant are as follows:

e Greater test scheduling flexibility and availability than is currently offered through the Village.
e Multiple local testing locations to choose from.

e An optimized and fully accessible testing environment.

e The ability to take a test that is nationally recognized.

e Immediate receipt of examination results.

Staff recommends approval of the proposed amendments.

ATTACHMENT
Ordinance



Elec Test

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PROVISIONS FOR
THE ADMINISTRATION OF ELECTRICAL TESTING

BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County,

lllinais, asfollows: (Additions are indicated by SHEBING/underline; deletions by strikeout):

Section 1. That Section 8.38. is her eby amended to read as follows:

8.38. Licenserequired; fee.

(& No person shall perform any work in the Village as an electrical contractor, as defined in this
article, without having first obtained a license therefor from the Village Clerk or from another municipality in
this state which issues licensesto electrical contractors only upon successful completion of atest substantialy
equivalent to that required by the Village pursuant to Section 8-39.

(b) AII Ilcenses |ssued by theV|IIage Clerk shall be issued to the |nd|V|duaI suocessfully completlng

"User-Fee, License and Fine Schedule'. An additiona fee set forth in Administrative Regulation entitled
"User-Fee, License and Fine Schedule" shall be imposed on licensees who fail to timely pay their
annua/renewal license fee by December 31 of any license year. (Ord. No. 2725, § 2; Ord. No. 2871, § 1;
Ord. No. 3335, § 1.)

Section 2. That Section 8.39. is her eby amended to read asfollows:

8.39. Same--Examination.

Prior to issuance of any license to an eectrical contractor, the applicant shall take a written test as
provided for by the-givenby-the Community Development Department and pass such test with a minimum
score of seventy percent correct. Such test shall be based upon the latest edition of the National Electric Code
adopted by the Village. An applicant failing to pass the test may take the test again after thirty days have
passed. A fee set forth in Administrative Regulation entitled "User-Fee, License and Fine Schedule" shall be
paid-te-the-Village- for each such test or retest administered. (Ord. No. 2725, § 2; Ord No. 2871, § 1; Ord.
No. 3335, 8§ 1.)

Section 3. That al ordinances or parts of ordinancesin conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are

hereby repealed.

Section 4. That this ordinance shall bein full force and effect from and after its passage and publication
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in the manner provided by law.

Mayor

Passed:
Published:
Attest:
Village Clerk
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