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SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to authorize award two three-year contracts for Emerald Ash Borer Treatment 
services for: 

• Group 1 and Group 2 Ash Trees to Emerald Tree Care LLC of Carol Stream, Illinois, for 
$142,876.80 (an average of $47,625 per year)  

• Group 3 Ash Trees to TruGreen LP of West Chicago, Illinois, for $18,453.90                  
(an average of $6,151 per year).  

 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 identified Top Quality Infrastructure and Steward of Fiscal and Environmental 
Sustainability. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The FY14 General Fund budget provides $60,000 for this service.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the December 17, 2013 consent agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Village has dealt with Emerald Ash Borer by treating viable ash trees with insecticides and removing 
declining, infested ash trees. Currently, more than 3300 ash trees remain in the parkways which represents 
over 14% of the public parkway tree population. Of that, 85% of the ash trees are being treated by 
contractual services and Public Works crews.  Treatments have been most successful for ash trees that 
exhibit only minor or no EAB damage, are younger in age with stem diameters from 6 to 24 inches, and 
that survived drought situations in fair to good condition.  
  
A Request for Proposals was issued in November 2013 in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing Policy 
for treatment protocols for three groups of ash trees, as follows: 
 

• Group 1 Ash Trees: 2,188 ash trees planted in significant clusters since the early 1970’s.  Group 1 
Ash Trees will receive soil applications of imidacloprid insecticide around their tree trunks.   

• Group 2 Ash Trees:  287 high quality ash trees planted in the 1980’s and 1990’s.  Group 2 Ash 
Trees will receive a combination of soil and trunk applications of imidacloprid insecticide 
around/into their tree trunks.  

• Group 3 Ash Trees: 246 white ash trees located throughout the Village. Group 3 Ash Trees will be 
divided into two subgroups, with each subgroup receiving a trunk injection of TREE-�ge 
insecticide every other year.   

 
The proposals received are summarized in the following tables: 
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Group 1 Ash Trees 
 
Service Provider Three-Year 

Total 
Emerald Tree Care LLC $99,180.00 
TruGreen LP $150,480.00 
Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. $175,180.00 
Robert Kinnucan Tree Experts and 
Landscaping Company, Inc. $541,500.00 
The Davey Tree Expert Company $564,300.00 
 

 
Group 2 Ash Trees 
 
Service Provider Three-Year 

Total 
Emerald Tree Care LLC $43,696.80 
Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. $108,528.00 
The Davey Tree Expert Company $146,880.00 
 
 
Group 3 Ash Trees 
 
Service Provider Three-Year 

Total 
TruGreen LP $18,453.90 
Robert Kinnucan Tree Experts and 
Landscaping Company, Inc. $18,495.10 
The Davey Tree Expert Company $34,935.00 
Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. $37,401.00 
 
 
Emerald Tree Care LLC is the lowest price proposer for Groups 1 and 2. TruGreen is the lowest price 
proposed for Group 3. Both services meet the needs of the Village, based on qualifications and 
understanding of the project.  Emerald Tree Care LLC has been treating Group 1 and Group 2 Ash Trees 
since 2010, and TruGreen LP has been treating Group 3 Ash Trees since 2011. 
                
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Contract Documents – Emerald Tree Care LLC and TruGreen LP 
Contractor Evaluation Forms FY13 - Emerald Tree Care LLC and TruGreen LP 
          
 
 





























































































Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation 

 
 
Contractor: TruGreen LP 
 
Project:  Emerald Ash Borer Treatment 2013 – Quote for TREE-�ge 
   

Primary Contact: Jack Gerdevich 847-652-6054 
 
Time Period: started June 3, 2013, and finished June 11, 2013.    
 
On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances):  yes   
  
Provide details if early or late completion:  All work was completed on time and per the 
treatment specifications for TREE-�ge.  In total, 127 trees were treated with stem 
injections at a cost of $6,979.50.  
 
Change Orders (attach information if needed):   none 
 
Difficulties / Positives: TruGreen LP was very easy to deal with and they are very 
experienced with EAB treatments that require stem injections.  I was able to 
communicate with the crew about the tree locations and treatment needs. 
 
Interaction with public: Excellent.     
 
Complaints:  none             
 
Compliments: none 
 
General Level of Satisfaction with work: Well Satisfied   
 
Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?  Yes   
 
Reviewers:   Kerstin G. von der Heide, Village Forester 
 
Date:  November 19, 2013 
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