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SYNOPSIS 
An ordinance has been prepared to amend sections of the Municipal Code to permit right turns only on 
southbound Webster Street at 55th Street. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 include Top Quality Infrastructure. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION 
This item was discussed at the December 13, 2011 Village Council meeting. At the January 3, 
2012 Council meeting, at the request of the residents of Webster Street that petitioned for the 
road closure, this item was tabled to a date uncertain.  
 
Staff recommends opening discussion of this item to provide a recommendation to DuPage 
County regarding intersection design for 55th and Webster. DuPage County is planning road 
improvements along 55th Street from Fairview to Main Street, including improved turn lanes at 
Main Street and Fairview. The widening of the intersection at 55th and Main will impact 
Webster. County staff is preparing preliminary engineering plans for the project and has 
presented two options for consideration by the Village: a right-out only southbound from 
Webster onto westbound Maple Avenue or a dead-end closure of Webster at 55th Street. The 
Village’s preferred intersection design will be included on preliminary plan submission to the 
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and for review and comment at future public 
meetings.  
 
Staff recommends right-turn only. This will address several issues related to this intersection, 
including sight-distance concerns and cut-through traffic due to the street’s proximity to 
downtown. Staff does not recommend the dead-end closure because it would limit the ability of 
emergency and service vehicles (fire apparatus, snow plows and delivery vehicles) to navigate the 
street and would result in large vehicles attempting to turn around at the end of the street or 
backing up Webster to exit the area. The concept design for the Right-Turn Only is attached. 
 
Based on the Village’s direction, DuPage County staff will prepare plans for submission to 
IDOT. The County will hold a public workshop to discuss plans for the 55th Street improvements 
project and take comments from residents.  
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BACKGROUND 
During the 2010 Neighborhood Traffic Study in January, 2011, the Village received comments as well as 
petitions from residents of the Webster Street neighborhood regarding safety concerns due to sight 
distance limitations at this intersection and cut-through traffic. The residents requested a complete road 
closure of Webster Street at 55th Street.  
 
Staff reviewed this intersection and found the following:  

 The sight distance for southbound Webster Street traffic for left, through and right turn movements 
is less than the minimum recommended. 

 Traffic volumes on this street are significantly lower than average for residential streets with 230 
vehicles/day.   

 Vehicle crashes in the vicinity of the intersection have not been higher than average during the past 
three years.   

  
To address the sight distance concerns, staff reviewed several alternatives. The alternatives are 
summarized in the attached report to the Transportation and Parking Commission. Based on the review of 
the operation of this street, staff recommends permitting right turns only on southbound Webster Street at 
55th Street.  In addition, DuPage County has installed warning signs on 55th Street to alert motorists of the 
approaching intersection at Webster Street.   
 
In 2012, DuPage County and the Village will begin a larger Phase I Engineering study for the future 
improvement of the 55th Street/Main Street intersection. Staff will recommend that the intersection of 
Webster Street and 55th Street is included in the analysis and engineering designs.       
 
This item was presented to the Transportation and Parking Commission on November 16, 2011. The 
Commission voted 4-0-1 to permit right turns only on southbound Webster Street at 55th Street. Staff 
concurs with this recommendation.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Staff Report and Meeting Minutes – November 16, 2011 Transportation and Parking Commission 
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