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SYNOPSIS 
An ordinance has been prepared to amend the Village’s Liquor Code relative to the following items: 
 

o Define and create a Class RF license classification to allow for on-premise consumption of alcohol 
at a retirement facility 

o Amend the Class P-O liquor license classification which allows off-premise sales and on-site 
consumption of liquor at a grocery store 

o Establish the number of Class RF liquor licenses available 
o Increase the number of Class P-O liquor licenses available 
 

     
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Goals 2011-2018 identified Strong, Diverse Local Economy. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
N/A    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
Consideration on the April 8, 2014 active agenda. 
  
BACKGROUND 
Staff has received a request from Oak Trace Lifespace Community to amend the Liquor Code to allow for 
on-premise alcohol sales at the retirement facility.  The proposed ordinance defines retirement facilities and 
sets forth the terms of the license classification. The proposed ordinance does not place a limit on the 
number of Class RF licenses in order to accommodate this request, as well as any future requests.   As this 
was a newly created license classification, the request was forwarded to the Liquor Commission for input 
and review.  The Liquor Commission recommended that the draft ordinance be forwarded to the Village 
Council for approval (minutes attached).   
 
Staff has received a request from Angelo Caputo’s Fresh Market (“Caputo’s”) to amend the Class P-O 
grocery store license which provides for off-premise sales and on-premise consumption. The amendment 
removes a provision from the current ordinance which requires that the premises be located in the 
Downtown Business District and revises the area allowed for on-site consumption from 750 square feet to 
twenty percent (20%) of the retail sales area square footage.  Caputo’s also requested that the ordinance be 
amended to remove the requirement that the consumption on-premises be limited to the designated 
seating/serving area. Staff is not recommending the removal of this restriction from the ordinance at this 
time.  In addition, the proposed ordinance increases the number of Class P-O licenses from one to three in 
order to accommodate this request, as well as any future requests.     
 



Due to the timing of the Village Council meetings and Liquor Commission meetings for the months of April 
and May, the Caputo’s item was not presented to the Liquor Commission for consideration, but rather is 
being brought directly to the Village Council in order to expedite the process and to take advantage of this 
economic development opportunity.   
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Ordinance 
Recommendation & Liquor Commission Minutes (draft) - March 6, 2014 
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ORDINANCE NO. _____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN  
LIQUOR LICENSE CLASSIFICATIONS 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:  (Additions are indicated by shading/underline; deletions by strikeout): 

 
Section 1. That Section 3.3 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
3.3 Definitions. 

For the purposes of this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section: 
 *  *  *   
Retirement Facility.  A multi-family dwelling complex and health center where meal service and 
recreational activities are provided to occupants fifty-five (55) years of age or older. 
*  *  *   
 
Section 2. That Section 3.13 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
3.13 Classification of licenses. 
Such licenses shall be, and are hereby, divided into the following classes: 
 
*  *  *   
 
Class "P-O" On Premise and Off Premise Consumption Licenses 
 
"P-O"  Packaged liquor licenses shall authorize the retail sale of alcoholic liquor.  Such licenses shall be 
only authorized in locations where a grocery store is the primary business. 
 
(1)  The sale of alcohol, in original packages, unopened only, shall be permitted subject to the following 
conditions:   
 a.  No more than ten percent (10%) of the retail sale square footage area shall be devoted to the 
sale of tobacco products. 
 b.  Free tastings, classes or seminars shall be permitted on such premises in accordance with State 
law. 
 c.  Alcohol sold in original packages and intended for off-premise consumption shall not be 
opened or consumed on the premises or in any designated seating/serving area. 
 d.  Hours for the sale of alcohol, in original packages, unopened only, shall be in accordance with 
Section 3-31(b).     
 
(2)  The sale of alcohol shall also be permitted for consumption on the premises subject to the following 
conditions: 
 a.  The premises shall exceed five thousand five hundred (5,500) square feet and be located 
within the Downtown Business District. 
 b.  The seating/serving area for customers consuming alcohol on the premises shall not exceed 
seven hundred fifty (750) square feettwenty percent (20%) of the retail square footage area of the 
premises.   
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 c.  Consumption of alcohol on the premises shall be limited to the designated seating/serving area 
and signage shall be posted that patrons may not leave the area with open alcohol.  

 d.  Such facilities shall include an area where food is prepared and regularly served on the 
premises, including hot or cold sandwiches, appetizers, tapas, baked goods or other similar 
foods. 

 e.  It is intended that the service of alcoholic liquor is merely an adjunct to the operation of a 
grocery store and that the facility shall not be advertised or otherwise held out to be a drinking 
establishment. 

 f.  Hours for the sale of alcohol, for on-premise consumption, shall be in accordance with Section 
3-31(a).     
 
*  *  *   
 
Class "RF"    Retirement Facility Licenses 
 
"RF”- Retirement facility licenses shall authorize the sale of alcoholic liquor for consumption on the 
premises to temporary or permanent residents of a retirement facility and their bona fide guests.  On-site 
consumption shall be allowed within the confines of dining rooms and outdoor patio areas where meals 
are regularly served.  No packaged sales of alcoholic liquor shall be allowed.   The facility shall not be 
permitted to advertise or promote the sale of alcoholic liquor nor offer alcoholic liquor for sale to the 
public.  
 
Private functions shall be allowed in common areas as part of regular activities integral to the facility.  
Marketing programs conducted by the facility shall be allowed provided they are private, by invitation 
only, and are limited to age-appropriate prospective clientele.  
 
*  *  *   
 
Section 3. That Section 3.15. is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
3.15. Limitation on number of licenses. 
The number of licenses in each classification as defined in Section 3-13 which it shall be lawful to issue 
shall be limited so that the licenses in force and effect at any time shall not exceed the following numbers: 
 
License Classification Amount of licenses not to Exceed 
"B-1" (Brew Pub) 1 
"BYO" (Bring Your Own - beer/wine) 4 
"C-1" (Club, private) 6 
"E" (Entertainment/Restaurant - full) 2 
"G" (Golf Course) 1 
"H-1" (Hotel) Unlimited 
"K-1" (Catering - full) 4 
"K-2" (Catering - Park District - beer/wine)    1 
"O" (Outdoor) Unlimited 
"P-1" (Packaged-full) 20 
"P-2" (Packaged -beer/wine) 15 
"P-O" (Packaged - full off premise and on premise consumption - Grocery Store) 13 
"REC-1" (Recreational Facility - full) 3 
"REC-2" (Recreational Facility - beer/wine) 1 
"R-1" (Restaurant - full) Unlimited 
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"R-2" (Restaurant - beer/wine) Unlimited 
"RF" (Retirement Facility - full) Unlimited 
"S-1" (Special Event) Unlimited 
"S-2" (Special Event) Unlimited 
"T" (Theater) 1 
"W-1" (Wine Boutique) 2 
 
(Ord. No. 244, § 4a; Ord. No. 284, § 1; Ord. No. 356, § 2; Ord. No. 1059, § 1; Ord. No. 1200, § 1; Ord. No. 
1395, § 1; Ord. No. 1465, § 2; Ord. No. 1741, § 21; Ord. No. 2246, § 2; Ord. No. 2541, § 8; Ord. No. 2735, 
§ 1; Ord. No. 2861, § 3; Ord. No. 3050, § 3.) 
 
Section 4.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed. 

 
Section 5.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication 

in the manner provided by law. 

 
 
   
                               Mayor 
 
Passed: 
Published: 
Attest:  
            Village Clerk 
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