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    ITEM RES 00-05539 

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
REPORT FOR THE VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

APRIL 8, 2014 AGENDA 
 
SUBJECT: TYPE: SUBMITTED BY: 

Resolution Opposing the 
Graduated Income Tax 


 
 
 

Resolution 
Ordinance 
Motion 
Discussion Only 

Dave Fieldman 
Village Manager 

 
SYNOPSIS 
At the request of Commissioner Olsen, a resolution has been prepared opposing the graduated income tax 
under consideration by the Illinois General Assembly.  
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The goals for 2011-2018 include Exceptional Municipal Organization. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT   
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Action at the discretion of the Village Council  
 
BACKGROUND 
At the March 11, 2014 Village Council meeting, Commissioner Olsen requested that the Village consider 
adopting a Resolution opposing a graduated income tax. The proposal, which is at the Rules Committee 
level in the House and Executive Committee in the Senate, would place a referendum question to voters 
for an amendment to the Illinois Constitution. The referendum question would replace Illinois’ flat income 
tax (currently 5%) with a graduated income tax where a higher income tax rate applies to higher income 
levels than the rate applied to lower income levels. Specific rates are not in the bill.  
 
Attached is a letter from the West Suburban Chambers of Commerce and an opposition letter and 
additional information provided by the Illinois Chamber of Commerce. Both organizations oppose the bill. 
The DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference has not taken a formal position on this issue, but will 
gather resolutions from member municipalities for general distribution.  
 
ATTACHMENTS  
Resolution Draft 
Letter from West Suburban Chambers of Commerce 
Opposition letter and additional information from Illinois Chamber of Commerce 
 
 
 
 



V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E

C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y

INITIATED:             Council                                    DATE:       April 8, 2014                         
              (Name)

RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                                                 FILE REF:                 
(Board or Department)

NATURE OF ACTION:

    Ordinance   

  X  Resolution 

     Motion 

     Other  

STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION:

Motion to Adopt “A RESOLUTION OPPOSING AN
AMENDMENT TO THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION
TO PROVIDE FOR A GRADUATED INCOME
TAX”, as presented. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

Adoption of this resolution shall oppose an amendment to the Illinois Constitution to provide for a
graduated income tax. 

RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN:
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RESOLUTION NO. _____ 
 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION  
TO PROVIDE FOR A GRADUATED INCOME TAX 

      
WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove is concerned that replacing the flat state 

income tax with a graduated income tax will have a negative impact on economic development 

and job growth within the Village of Downers Grove; and 

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove has determined that a graduated income tax 

would tax individuals and businesses at increasingly higher rates based on their incomes; and 

WHEREAS, legislation pending in the General Assembly would ask voters to amend the 

Illinois Constitution and authorize the legislature to adopt a graduated income tax without setting 

forth the graduated income tax brackets; and 

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove determined that Downers Grove residents 

have higher than average household incomes when compared to the state average and would be 

disproportionately affected by a graduated income tax. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Village Council of the Village of 

Downers Grove, that the Village of Downers Grove opposes any legislative effort to amend the 

Illinois Constitution to authorize a graduated income tax; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village Council directs the Village Clerk to 

transmit suitable copies of this Resolution to the Speaker and Minority Leader of the Illinois 

House of Representatives, to the President and Minority Leader of the Illinois Senate, and to all 

members of the General Assembly representing any portion of Downers Grove. 

 

	 	 	 	 	 __________________________________________	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Mayor	 	 	 	

	
Passed:	
	
Attest:			__________________________________																																																										
	 		Village	Clerk	
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