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SYNOPSIS 
A motion is requested to award a contract for Native Landscaping and Natural Areas Maintenance & 
Monitoring to Hampton, Lenzini & Renwick, Inc. (HLR), of Elgin, Illinois in an amount of $39,324. 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 
The Goals for 2011 to 2018 identified Top Quality Infrastructure, and Steward of Financial and 
Environmental Sustainability. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The adopted FY14 budget includes $25,000 in the Stormwater Fund for the maintenance of several native 
landscaping projects completed by the Village: the 2nd and Cumnor Stormwater Facility, the Washington 
Street Bio-Retention Facility, the Grove Street Rain Gardens, and portions of the Streambank Stabilization 
along Lacey Creek.  The portion of the proposed contract pertaining to the maintenance of these facilities 
is $26,614.   
 
The additional work, which was not anticipated in the $25,000 budget, is for maintenance of the newly 
acquired wooded parcels in the area of Grand and 55th Street, along with the Village owned parcel at Hill 
and Grand.  The work proposed for these wooded parcels includes removal of debris, invasive species, 
dead wood, etc, which will help to reduce the amount of floatable materials that could travel down St. 
Joseph’s Creek and potentially cause clogging of the storm sewer system.  The cost for this work is 
$12,710.  There are sufficient funds in the Stormwater Fund (443) to cover this extra work. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval on the June 3, 2014 consent agenda. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Village’s native planting stormwater projects require oversight and maintenance for approximately the 
first three to five years after planting to ensure long-term success. The Village sought proposals from four 
pre-qualified firms. The firms were asked to provide a scope of work as well as a fee given some parameters 
and guidance with regard to the Village's goals for each site in 2014. Staff evaluated the proposals based on 
the proposal and the fee to determine the best value for the project. The proposals ranged from basic 
maintenance to extensive on-site work and the proposed fees reflected the scope of work.  
 
After reviewing the proposals, HLR was identified as the firm whose proposal best meets the needs of the 
Village. HLR prepared a thoughtful scope of work for each site.  Their approach covers all of the bases of 
good native landscape maintenance, but will also be dynamic and allow them to modify the treatments as 
deemed appropriate throughout the course of the year, to maximize the effectiveness of each treatment and 
bring the best value to the Village. 
 
HLR has performed similar work for several other municipalities and agencies, including the City of 
Geneva, the Village of South Elgin, the Fox Valley Park District, and DuPage County. Staff contacted 
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several municipal references for HLR and they all had very high praise for the project team that is proposed 
for this work. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Contract Documents 
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45.0 SCHEDULE OF PRICES 

45.1 The “not to exceed” price for each project shall be completed by the proposer in the schedule 
below.  In addition, a 20% overall contingency, to be used as needed on these or other 
projects as deemed necessary by the Village, shall be included in the total contract “not to 
exceed” price. 

2nd and Cumnor Stormwater Facility     $________________ 

Lacey Creek south of Barneswood Drive    $________________ 

Grove Street Rain Gardens      $________________ 

59th Street Bio-Retention Facility     $________________ 

Village owned parcels at Grand, Hill and 55th    $________________ 

20% Contingency       $________________ 

TOTAL CONTRACT PRICE      $________________

   46.0 CONTACT PERSON
46.1 All questions concerning the project, the submittal of a Proposal, the Village’s review and 

evaluation submittals should be directed to: 

Andy Sikich 
Village of Downers Grove 
5101 Walnut Avenue 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515 
Phone 630-434-5494 
Fax 630-434-5495 
asikich@downers.us

5,670.00

3,120.00

9,590.00

3,350.00

3,240.00

4,994.00

29,964.00
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HAMPTON, LENZINI, AND RENWICK, INC. 

 

Civil Engineering ▪  Structural Engineering ▪ Environmental Services ▪ Land Surveying 
 

 
April 23, 2014 

Andy Sikich 
Assistant Director of Public Works 
Village of Downers Grove 
5101 Walnut Avenue 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515 

Re:  Request for Proposal 
 2014-2016 Native Landscape Maintenance and Monitoring 

Dear Mr. Sikich: 

Thank you for considering Hampton, Lenzini and Renwick, Inc. (HLR) for the Village of Downers Groves’ 
2014-2016 Native Landscape Maintenance and Monitoring Projects. The projects discussed in the RFP, 
including the Lacey Creek south of Barneswood Drive, Grove Street Rain Gardens, 2nd and Cumnor 
Stormwater Facility, the Washington Street Bio-retention Facility and the Village owned parcels at Grand 
Avenue, Hill Street and 55th Street, are understood to be high profile naturalized stormwater facilities, in 
conformance with the Village’s Watershed Infrastructure Improvement Plan (WIIP). These high visibility sites 
are surrounded by development, which require an additional aesthetic standard of care not required with 
many native management sites. This standard of care will include high frequency of inspections, preventing 
any invasive species from getting established, a high level of awareness and professionalism while on-site 
and close attention to detail.  

The Village’s projects have also been recently installed. Sites that are newly established have different 
concerns than established restoration projects. Often, when an issue first develops it can be very easily 
remedied in the initial stages, such as a small erosion issue like rill formation or a small number of non-
desirable plants. If the issue is allowed time to develop, repair or management can become extremely 
intensive, with the most drastic being full reconstruction of the site. The HLR team has the experience to 
recognize these issues in their earliest development, allowing the opportunity to resolve the minor concerns 
and prevent major issues.  

We look forward to the opportunity of partnering with Village staff and stakeholders to make these projects a 
success. If you should have any questions or comments regarding our proposal, please feel free to contact 
me at 847-697-6700 or espolar@hlreng.com. 
 

Yours truly, 

   HHAMPTON, LENZINI AND RENWICK, INC. 

  By:  

   Erica Spolar 

   Vice President/Environmental Engineering Manager 
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PROJECT-SPECIFIC APPROACH 

Our environmental team has visited the sites and evaluated our approach based on the maintenance requirements of 
each site. In the following pages, we have outlined the current conditions, maintenance strategies, equipment to be used, 
estimated work hours and overall not-to-exceed costs.  The goal will be to preserve the floristic quality and diversity in 
order to add value to these fragile areas, with the hope of creating an environmentally sound and aesthetically appealing 
setting for those visiting and living within Downers Grove. 

Native Management Techniques 

HLR’s staff is composed of environmental professionals trained in natural area assessment, proper management 
techniques, plant identification and invasive species control methods. This extensive training ensures that the correct 
procedures are followed, providing an environmentally safe and ecologically efficient result. For the sites requiring native 
area management, a combination of maintenance techniques will be utilized at each site. The most effective treatment, 
based on ecological and economical factors, will be implemented. Our team proposes a combination of mechanical 
removal, herbiciding, and prescribed burning to enhance the native ecosystem and wetland vegetation quality.   

 Site Visits: Each site, including vegetation, will be assessed up to eight times throughout the season to determine 
a course of action to continue the restoration of the sites indicated. Inspections will include removal of any trash 
or debris, an inspection of the over flow structure, and removal of any impediments to stormwater flow. If weedy 
plant species are present, visits may include hand removal of undesirable plants, installation of seed, some 
woody plant or branch removal or any of the services listed below.   

We anticipate up to 8 site inspections and/or site treatments per season.   

 Chemical Invasive Control: Herbicide can be a very effective means of controlling invasive species.  The plant 
communities will be monitored for invasive species including, but not limited to purple loosestrife, reed canary 
grass, garlic mustard, crown vetch, burdock and common reed. If populations of these species appear or begin 
to increase, they will be controlled by “wick” or directed (shielded spray) application of an approved systemic 
herbicide when the plants reach leaf/flowering stage, but preferably prior to seed head formation, in early 
summer, with the following exceptions: common reed is best controlled during the flowering stage in late 
summer, reed canary grass is best controlled in spring just prior to flowering (around May 15) or in fall. 
Inspections for invasive species will be conducted early in the growing season (between May 1 and June 1).  

The Illinois EPA requires a permit for the application of pesticides on or near water bodies. HLR will obtain a 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for all applicable sites under this contract 
requiring maintenance within the Village of Downers Grove. All herbicide applications will be conducted under 
the supervision of a wetland specialist. A water safe, systemic herbicide will be utilized for this site. The 
application of herbicides will be performed only by persons licensed or certified in the State of Illinois for 
pesticide/herbicide application.  Herbicide use will be in strict compliance with all application rates, procedures, 
warning labels and applicable codes, standards and best management practices.   
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 Mechanical Invasive Control: Mechanical control includes cutting, mowing and/or the digging up of individual 
plants by hand, with the intention of impeding a plant from reproducing by seed. Cutting or mowing close to the 
ground (weed-eater or hand-scythe) is an effective means of control for annual species, and may be 
implemented in select areas of the site.  Prairie mowing will only be conducted if it is necessary for invasive 
species control. The mowers will be set to a height of 8 to 12 inches above the ground surface which allows 
annual invasive seed heads to be cut off and does not damage native plants.   
 

 Enhancement: Enhancement by addition of live plants or seed is recommended for select sites. The site specific 
planting plan and/or seed mix will be submitted for approval prior to installation. Enhancement will be influenced 
on several factors, including, increasing floristic diversity, salt tolerance, erosion control and stabilization, 
stormwater filtration and aesthetics.   

 

 Site Assessments and Reporting: Site assessments and reporting will include a floristic quality inventory for the 
59th Street, 2nd and Cumnor, Lacey Creek and Grove Street sites. The St. Joseph’s Creek sites are extremely 
degraded, and we believe resources can be better spent on other activities for this site. Each site, including the 
St. Joseph’s Creek sites, will have all site work memorialized in an annual report, detailing site conditions, 
activities conducted, and future recommended activities.   
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PROJECT LOCATIONS 

59th Street Bio-Retention Facility 

Site Location: Between two residential lots lies an under-
drained bio-retention facility, currently dominated by native 
forbs and grasses.  

Proposed Work: While the need to maintain the 
functionality of this site is of high priority because of its 
location it is important that the aesthetic appeal of this 
facility is maintained throughout the seasons, in order to 
provide value to the neighborhood, especially to the 
adjacent homes. To accomplish this, showy forbs and 
grasses are encouraged to provide a variety of colors and 
textures to the area.  

Several quality species are already present, including iris, 
wild bergamot and goldenrod; however, vegetation is still 
fairly sparse in some locations. An over-seed mix will be formulated to encourage more diverse growth while filling in 
these sparse areas.  Cutting back dead vegetation during the off season will allow additional sunlight to reach the soil 
surface, giving new seed a chance at establishment. Though the apparent count was already low, the treatment and 
removal of weedy invasive species such as foxtail, wild carrot, and penny cress will provide additional support for this 
system. Following these methods, a floristic quality assessment will be conducted for the site in order to more accurately 
document the sites success. 

Due to the location of the facility, similar to the rain gardens, this area is subject to accumulate an abundance of leaf litter 
and debris from neighboring lots. The collection of this debris will require monitoring and frequent clearing to maintain its 
aesthetic appeal while keeping unnecessary elements out of any water flowing out of the system during heavy rain 
events.  

Equipment Usage: 

 STIHL SG20 backpack sprayers 
 STIHL FS 250-Z Brushcutter 
 STIHL FS 130-Z Brushcutter 

Fee Schedule and Estimated Man Hours: 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall Not-to-Exceed Cost: $3,240.00 

59th Street Bio-Retention Facility 

Task – Man Hours Costs 

Site Assessment and Reporting- 14 hours $910.00  

Site Inspections- 8 inspections- 24 hours $1,680.00 

Native Over-Seeding- Provided and Installed-  4 hours $650.00 

59th Street Bio-Retention Facility Total $3,240.00 
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2nd & Cumnor Storm Water Facility 

Site Location: This 1.5 acre Storm Water Facility is located around 
multiple residents and adjacent to a community playground. It is 
densely vegetated with native prairie species along all slopes of the 
basin.  

Proposed Work: Presence of species such as, wild bergamot, 
coneflower, switch grass and bluestem show the area has some 
native character.  During a site visit, invasive species of thistle, teasel, 
burdock, wild carrot, pennycress and garlic mustard were observed. 
Reed canary grass was also observed within the northeast corner of 
the facility; removal of invasive species through spot treatments and 
hand removal will limit their spread throughout the site.  Seasonal 
mowing and cutting of invasive species will be conducted as needed.  

The bottom of the basin is dominated by native wetland species. Additional plantings of natives such as pickerelweed and 
arrowhead will increase plant diversity while adding additional visual appeal for nearby residents. These species also 
provide additional food and cover for a variety of wetland amphibians, reptiles and waterfowl. The basin bottom will be 
monitored for any presence of invasive wetland species such as cattail and common reed throughout the seasons and 
treated by hand wicking as needed. 

Despite the establishment of native species, several areas are sparsely vegetated or failed to establish, especially along 
the asphalt pedestrian pathway on the southern boundaries. These strips appear to have accumulated heavy leaf litter, 
either through wind deposits or by possible dumping from residents. This area will also benefit from over-seeding a 
custom seed mix, composed primarily of grasses, due to the already high presence of forbs.  Removal of invasive species 
will be conducted as needed in these areas.   

The rain garden located at the south side of the facility is also subject to heavy leaf litter debris and is more sparsely 
vegetated with native prairie species such as foxglove beardtongue and swamp milkweed. Some areas consist of 
exposed turf reinforcement matting; additional over-seeding, with a balance of grasses and forbs, would benefit this area 
following the removal of debris.   Removal of invasive species will be conducted as needed either by hand weeding or 
herbicide application.  Following these methods, a floristic quality assessment will be conducted for the site in order to 
more accurately document the sites success. 

We are proposing to seed the buffalo grass buffer areas with blue grama grass (Bouteloua gracilis). It is similar to 
sideoats grama (Bouteloua curtipendula).   Blue grama grass is a native turf grass alternative, that is a warm season, low 
growing, drought tolerant species. 

We have prepared a suggested alternative to re-seeding the buffalo grass area. The problem area is a high traffic and 
high visibility area that is very compact. These factors allow us to focus our efforts in ways that are not possible in larger 
naturalized areas. The high traffic and visibility of this area also allows for unique education opportunities that should be 
utilized to the fullest extent possible. Our planting plan is designed to maximize the benefits and opportunities afforded 
within these distinctive criteria. 

We are proposing to use the stormwater facility as an education tool, by showcasing individual species to educate the 
public. Intermixing these showcase areas within the naturalized ecosystem of native plants will allow residents of the 
Village of Downers Grove to identify the native species in their natural habitat. The showcase species will be labeled with 
UV stable plastic engraved name plates, including common and Latin names and will be planted in groupings together to 
be prominent in the naturalized landscape.  Groupings will include three to five one gallon sized live plants, to be easily 
identified by residents.  

Hampton, Lenzini and Renwick, Inc. | 28



HAMPTON, LENZINI AND RENWICK, INC. | PROPOSAL 

 

 

 

Equipment Usage:  

 STIHL FS 250-Z Brushcutter 
 STIHL FS 130-Z Brushcutter 
 STIHL SG20 backpack sprayers 

Fee Schedule and Estimated Man Hours: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall Not-to-Exceed Cost: $9,590.00 or Alternative with Showcase Plantings of $10,590.00 

 

  

2nd & Cumnor Storm Water Facility 

Task – Man Hours Costs 

Site Assessment and Reporting - 24 hours $1,560.00 

Site Inspections- 8 inspections - 64 hours $4,880.00 

Native Over-Seeding- Provided and Installed- 10 hours $2,300.00 

Buffalo Grass Area Re-seed- Provided and Installed - 4 hours  $850.00 

Alternative- Showcase Plantings in place of Blue Grama Grass  *$1,850.00 

2nd & Cumnor Storm Water Facility Total $9,590.00 
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Lacey Creek, South of Barneswood Drive 

Site Location: This narrow stream corridor, winding between 
resident back lots, features steep slopes with heavy native tall 
grass vegetation along its southern bank.  

Proposed Work: Already a fairly diverse community, this 
southern slope is sparsely vegetated in areas with minor 
presence of teasel and garlic mustard. The appealing marsh 
marigold has spread along the lower half of the bank, closest to 
the water’s edge, to offer a very vibrant yellow once it blossoms. 
Similar to the Storm Water Facility, there is evidence of lawn 
clippings and leaf litter within portions of this stream bank, 
effectively prohibiting some of the native species ability to grow. 
Removal of this is important for continued native plant growth. 
The south side of the creek will benefit most from selective 
weed treatment and removal, as well as seasonal cutting of 
dead standing material.   

The north bank includes a level floodplain which is heavily 
dominated by more marsh marigold, eventually climbing to a 
steep slope up to the neighboring property boundaries. These 
slopes are subject to increased erosion and though the extent 
of which is currently minor, few species have successfully taken 
root. Monitoring these eroded sections is a higher priority along 
with increasing plant diversity and coverage. We are 
recommending an over-seed for the north bank, to increase 
native grass coverage and prevent erosion. Leaf litter deposits 
by residents should be discouraged. The seed production of 
existing plants will prove sufficient for the south areas to 
establish deep rooted species that help to minimize future 
erosion. Leaf litter removal via a prescribed burn may be 
recommended in future seasons to promote and maintain 
optimal conditions.  

In addition to over-seeding and invasive treatment and removal, we propose the installation of a few wetland species, 
such as river bulrush, to be plugged in throughout the lower banks among the marsh marigold to further increase species 
diversity and provide more cover and habitat for visiting wildlife while assisting in the stabilization of the creek edges. 
Following these methods, a floristic quality assessment will be conducted for the site in order to more accurately 
document the sites success. 
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Equipment Usage: 

 STIHL FS 250-Z Brushcutter 
 STIHL FS 130-Z Brushcutter 
 STIHL SG20 backpack sprayers 

Fee Schedule and Estimated Man Hours: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall Not-to-Exceed Cost: $5,670.00  

  

Lacey Creek, South of Barneswood Drive 

Task – Man Hours Costs 

Site Assessment and Reporting - 20 hours $1,250.00  

Site Inspections- 8 inspections - 48 hours $3,120.00 

Native Over-Seeding- Provided and Installed- 6 hours $650.00 

Live Plan Install – 6 hours  $650.00 

Lacey Creek Total $5,670.00 
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Grove Street Rain Garden 

Site Location: Two lightly planted and mulched rain gardens on the 
north side of Grove Street, are located directly adjacent to the egress 
drive of the neighboring parking lot.  

Proposed Work: These areas are subject to extensive debris 
collection from the surrounding streets and sidewalks, and show 
signs of heavy disturbance from car and foot traffic exiting the lot. 
This poses multiple obstacles in the successful establishment of a 
healthy community in such a small area. Despite this, a variety of 
healthy natives appear present on site, still requiring a little help 
through additional plantings, weeding, and debris pickup. Our team 
would like to utilize the Village’s mulch stockpile for this site. Mulch 
will be picked up and spread by HLR.  

Within the central portions of these two planted areas lies the greatest 
concentration of healthy natives, fulfilling their role as a stabilizing 
filtration mechanism within the rain garden. However, the perimeter of 
these rain gardens are primarily old mulch with little to no present 
vegetation, with the exception of the eastern most edge of the eastern 
rain garden. Increasing the presence of planting material strengthens 
the effect of these designated areas, utilizing the entire section to 
collect and filter rain water while providing as much aesthetic appeal 
to the public as possible.  

Damage by vehicle traffic was evident during our site inspection. The 
edges of these gardens, directly butting up against the drive would 
benefit from the planting of short native grasses, such as Little 
Bluestem, complimentary to those already in place, in order to sway traffic out and away from the planted area. During 
the winter season, when snowfall is abundant, fiberglass reflector rods may be necessary to direct traffic away from the 
otherwise hidden rain gardens. Following these methods, a floristic quality assessment will be conducted for the site in 
order to more accurately document the sites success. 

Using these methods along with additional mulching and hand removal of weeds and debris, the rain garden set up within 
this downtown district will continue to prosper and provide an attractive example for future rain garden projects within the 
Village of Downer’s Grove.  

Equipment Usage: 

 STIHL FS 250-Z Brushcutter 
 STIHL FS 130-Z Brushcutter 
 STIHL SG20 backpack sprayers 
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Fee Schedule and Estimated Man Hours: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Overall Not-to-Exceed Cost: $3,120.00  
  

Grove Street Rain Garden 

Task – Man Hours Costs 

Site Assessment and Reporting - 10 hours $640.00 

Site Inspections- 8 inspections - 24 hours $1,560.00 

Native Planting - 6 hours $400.00  

Mulch – 8 hours  $520.00 

Grove Street Rain Garden Total $3,120.00 

Hampton, Lenzini and Renwick, Inc. | 33



HAMPTON, LENZINI AND RENWICK, INC. | PROPOSAL 

 

 

 

Village Owned Parcels at Grand, Hill and 55th  

Site maintenance would include herbicide of forbaceous invasive plants, and herbicide of small woody invasives. The 
proposed alternative includes cutting and chipping of woody invasives on site. We anticipate being able to clear the areas 
of material less than 3 inch diameter at breast height. The alternative also includes clearing of woody debris in the stream 
that is possible to be removed without the use of heavy machinery. Material removed from the stream will either be 
chipped, or if it is too water logged for the chipper, it will be stockpiled in an area where it will not pose a risk of moving 
down stream.  

North Parcel: The smaller of the two sections features very steep 
slopes along the creek bank, dominated by numerous and aggressive 
tree saplings and some ground covers, including first year garlic 
mustard. This largely wooded lot currently does not allow much 
sunlight to reach ground level and remains largely shaded. Removal 
of invasive woody saplings will open up new opportunities for 
woodland herbs, promoting growth for favorable ground covers and 
reducing competition for already established native hardwoods. 
Trimmings and brush are to be chipped or removed from site to avoid 
the unwanted deposit of damming materials into the creek. Larger, 
aged debris, too heavy to wash away, will remain to maintain habitat 
opportunities for desirable wildlife.  

South Parcel: This large wooded floodplain surrounding the section 
of St. Joseph’s Creek is subject to extensive damming, both along the 
creek and at the stormwater outlet to the south, due to an abundance 
of fallen or rotted debris deposited upstream. Largely dominated by 
hardwoods, tangled honeysuckle, and small aggressive saplings, a 
multi-step attack of clearing and removal will be needed to free this 
area of its invasive resident species. The resulting cut brush will be 
removed from the area or chipped on site and re-deposited to the 
organic layer of the understory providing recycled nutrients in 
combination with additional sunlight as a product of the understory 
canopy clearing. There are several downed trees in the creek that are 
too large to be removed without heavy machinery, which does not 
seem practical at this time. More massive logs and limbs, too heavy to float and clog the creek flow, can be scattered and 
situated within the floodplain to provide additional habitat to wildlife in the area. Following the clearing of any invasive 
weeds and aggressive saplings, we propose future seeding and installing live plants to bring in and establish a native 
herbaceous layer within the understory.  These native species will out compete any weedy species once established.  

Equipment Usage: 

 STIHL FS 250-Z Brushcutter 
 STIHL FS 130-Z Brushcutter 
 STIHL SG20 backpack sprayers 
 Chainsaws  
 Chipper 
 John Deere 625i Gator 
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Fee Schedule and Estimated Man Hours: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Overall Not-to-Exceed Cost: $3,350.00 or Alternatives of $12,710.00  

  

Village Owned Parcels at Grand, Hill and 55th  

Task – Man Hours Costs 

Site Assessment and Reporting - No FQI $450.00 

Site Inspections- 8 inspections - 45 hours $2,900.00 

Alternatives 

Mechanical Woody Invasive Removal - 96 hours  $6,240.00 

Debris / Creek Clearing - 48 hours $3,120.00 

Village Owned Parcels at Grand, Hill and 55th  $3,350.00 
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