
DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 23, 2014, 7:30 P.M. 

CHILDREN’S ROOM WEST END 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Call to Order.  President Kathleen DiCola called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call: Present: Trustee Susan Eblen, Trustee Wendee Greene, Trustee David 

Humphreys, Trustee Daniel Loftus, Trustee Thomas Read, President Kathleen DiCola.  

 

Also Present: Director Rick Ashton, Assistant Director for Support Services Sue O’Brien, 

Assistant Director for Public Services Bonnie Reid, Village Council Liaison David 

Olsen, Product Architecture + Design principals Tiffany Nash and Daniel Pohrte, 

Children’s Services Manager Sara Pemberton, Downers Grove Public Library Foundation 

Board Member John Mochel, Downers Grove Friends of the Library President Joanne 

Hansen, Chicago Tribune TribLocal Reporter Dawn Rhodes. 

 

3. Welcome to Visitors. President DiCola welcomed the staff and visitors and thanked 

them for their interest in the work of the Library Board. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes. 

a. March 26, 2014 Regular Monthly Meeting.  It was moved by Greene and seconded by 

Eblen THAT the Minutes of the March 26, 2014 Regular Monthly Meeting be 

approved.  Roll Call: Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Nays: 

None.  Abstentions: None. 

 

5. Approval of Payment of Invoices and Other Financial Reports.  It was moved by 

Read  and seconded by Loftus THAT April invoices totaling $118,865.41 from the 

Operating Fund, $23,291.90 from the Construction Fund, April credit memos totaling 

$555.42 be approved, and that March payrolls totaling $283,269.21 be recognized.  Roll 

Call: Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Nays: None.  

Abstentions: None. 

 

6. Opportunity for Public Comment on Agenda Items. 

President DiCola invited comment.  There was none. 

 

7. Opportunity for Public Comment on Other Library Business. 



President DiCola invited comment.  There was none. 

 

8. Unfinished Business. 

a. Building Renovation Project. Report from Product Architecture + Design on final 

selection of materials and finishes and furniture plans.  Product Architecture 

presented detailed proposals, including expansion of the furnishings plan in response 

to the Downers Grove Public Library Foundation’s recent gift and the Board’s 

allocation of $100,000 for that purpose.  It was moved by Eblen and seconded by 

Greene THAT the program of materials and finishes and the expanded furniture plan 

be approved as presented.  Roll Call.  Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, 

Read, DiCola.  Nays: None.  Abstentions: None. 

 

b. Building Renovation Project.  Report from Shales McNutt Construction on pricing 

of additional work financed by Downers Grove Public Library Foundation gift.  

Ashton presented the Shales McNutt pricing report (summary attached).  He 

reminded the Board that an allocation of $50,000 had been made by the Board, while 

the priced items amounted to more than $87,000.  It was moved by Eblen and 

seconded by Humphreys THAT the following items be included in the project via 

the Change Order process:  

Lighting in Magazine Area               $14,190 

North Entry Pavers          21,809 

Ceiling Tile Replacement           5,000 

Window Replacements            8,627 

Total          $49,626. 

AND THAT the staff entry concrete ($5,611), replacement of window blinds 

throughout the building ($27,858), and installation of security cameras ($4,533) be 

given high priority for inclusion as the project proceeds and the status of 

contingency funds evolves. 

Roll Call: Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Nays: None.  

Abstentions: None. 

 

9. New Business. 

a. Report from DuPage County Clerk on Assessed Valuation and Tax Rates for 2013 

Property Taxes Payable in 2014.  Ashton presented the report, noting that assessed 

valuation had declined by approximately 2% from 2012 to 2013. 

 

10. Report of the Director.  Ashton summarized his written report (attached). 

a. National Poetry Month celebration. 

b. World Book Night. 

c. Unbound programs. 



d. Farmers Market participation. 

e. March circulation figures. 

f. Recent media coverage. 

g. Ashton also reported that the current Illinois Per Capita Grant payment of 

$61,516.25 has been received. 

 

11. Board Member Comments and Requests for Information.   

Trustee Read mentioned that his son had recently commented that the Downers Grove 

Public Library and its staff are the best he has ever seen.  Trustee Humphreys reported 

that he had heard from three different persons that the Library has been doing an 

excellent job during the construction project.  Trustee Greene praised the consultants and 

staff for the work done to make the construction project as seamless as possible. 

 

President DiCola reminded the Board that Mr. John Mochel would be receiving a special 

award from the DuPage Historical Society on April 26, and that all are welcome to attend 

the event. 

 

The Board discussed possible dates for a Foundation Board meeting.  Ashton agreed to 

canvass the Board with the goal of a meeting in mid-May. 

 

12. Adjournment.  President DiCola adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m.                                



















APPROVED 5/28/14 

Zoning Board of Appeals 1 April 23, 2014 
 

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 1 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 2 

APRIL 23, 2014 MINUTES 3 
 4 
 5 
Call to Order 6 
Chairman White called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  7 
 8 
Roll Call 9 
Present: Ms. Earl, Mr. McCann, Ms. Souter, Ch. White 10 
Absent:  Mr. Domijan, Ms. Majauskas, 11 
A quorum was established.  12 
 13 
Staff:  Stan Popovich, Senior Village Planner 14 
     15 
Also Present: n/a 16 
   17 
Minutes of February 26, 2014 meeting 18 
 19 
Mr. McCann noted on Page 5, line 9, that the sentence should read “… not to grant variances that 20 
would affect so many properties that would result in a re-write of the code.” 21 
 22 
Ms. Earl moved, seconded by Mr. McCann, to approve the minutes of the February 26, 23 
2014 meeting as corrected.    24 
 25 
AYE:  Ms. Earl, Mr. McCann, Ms. Souter, Ch. White 26 
NAY:  None 27 
 28 
The Motion passed 4:0.  29 
 30 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 31 
 32 
ZBA 02-14:  A petition seeking a sign variation to maintain an existing wall sign on the east 33 

elevation.  The property is currently zoned M-1, Light Manufacturing.  The 34 
property is located 270 feet east of Katrine Avenue and is located on the south 35 
side of Curtiss Street.  This property is commonly known as 2535 Curtiss Street, 36 
Downers Grove, IL (PIN 08-12-302-006); Scott Blaszak/Industrial Kinetics, Inc., 37 
Petitioner; George H. Huber Jr./MT & GII, LLC., Owner. 38 

Ms. Souter moved in case ZBA-02-14 to continue the public hearing to the May 28, 2014 39 
Zoning Board of Appeals meeting.   Ms. Earl seconded the Motion.  40 
AYES: Ms. Souter, Ms. Earl, Mr. McCann, Ms. Souter, Ch. White 41 
NAY:  None 42 
 43 
The Motion to continue the public hearing passed unanimously.   44 
 45 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 46 
 47 



APPROVED 5/28/14 

Zoning Board of Appeals 2 April 23, 2014 
 

ZBA-03-14:  A petition seeking multiple sign variations to maintain the existing wall and 1 
monument signs.  The property is currently zoned B-3, General Services and 2 
Highway Business.  The property is located at the northeast corner of Butterfield 3 
Road and Downers Drive.  This property is commonly known as 1432 Butterfield 4 
Road, Downers Grove, IL (PIN 06-30-404-010); Brent Eads, Site Enhancement 5 
Services, Petitioner; Inland Continental Property Management Corp., Owner.   6 

Ms. Earl moved in case ZBA-03-14 to continue the public hearing to the June 25, 2014 7 
Zoning Board of Appeals meeting.   Ms. Souter seconded the Motion.  8 
AYES: Ms. Earl, Ms. Souter, Mr. McCann, Ch. White 9 
NAY:  None 10 
 11 
The Motion to continue the public hearing passed unanimously.   12 

 13 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14 

 15 
ZBA-04-14:  A petition seeking a sign variation to maintain the existing wall signs.  The 16 

property is currently zoned B-2, General Retail Business.  The property is located 17 
at the northeast corner of Lemont Road and 75th Street.  This property is 18 
commonly known as 7401 Lemont Road, Downers Grove, IL (PIN 09-29-110-19 
003); Brent Eads, Site Enhancement Services, Petitioner; Inland Kimco Realty 20 
Corp., Owner.   21 

Mr. McCann moved in case ZBA-04-14 to continue the public hearing to the June 25, 2014 22 
Zoning Board of Appeals meeting.   Ms. Earl seconded the Motion.  23 
AYES: Mr. McCann, Ms. Earl, Ms. Souter, Ch. White 24 
NAY:  None 25 
 26 
The Motion to continue the public hearing passed unanimously.    27 

 28 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 29 

 30 
Mr. Popovich said that there is one new case for the next ZBA meeting in May.   31 
 32 
Chairman White adjourned the meeting at 7:06 PM. 33 
 34 
 35 
Respectfully submitted, 36 
 37 
 38 
Stan Popovich, AICP 39 
Senior Planner 40 
 41 
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