
ITEM MOT 2015-6141

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Fire Hydrant Maintenance and Flow Testing
Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested authorizing the execution of a three-year contract for fire hydrant maintenance and 
flow testing services to M.E. Simpson Co., Inc. of Valparaiso, Indiana in the amount of $339,202 
(approximately $113,000 per year).

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2011-2018 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY15 budget includes $110,000 in the Water Fund for fire hydrant maintenance and flow testing 
services.  The proposed contract would total $112,142 for services in FY15. There is sufficient budget 
authority in the Water Fund for this contract.  

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the March 17, 2015 Consent Agenda.

BACKGROUND

In order to ensure the operation of the Village’s fire hydrants, the Village contracts with a vendor to inspect 
and test the Village’s 2,776 fire hydrants. 

A Request for Proposals (RFP) seeking services from a qualified vendor to provide the hydrant maintenance 
and flow testing program for 2015-17 was issued and two proposals were received with pricing information 
summarized in the table below.

Three Year Contract Summary
Service Provider Proposed 

Price
2015

Proposed 
Price
2016

Proposed 
Price
2017

3-Year 
Contract 
Total

M.E. Simpson Co., Inc., Valparaiso, Indiana $112,142 $112,142 $114,918 $339,202
Utility Service Group, Atlanta, Georgia $233,184 n/a n/a n/a

3/17/20153/17/20153/17/2015
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The proposal submitted by Utility Service Group was disqualified as non-responsive because the RFP 
requested pricing for hydrant maintenance and flow testing on all hydrants each year for a period of three 
years. Utility Service Group submitted a proposal that included hydrant maintenance and flow testing in 
2015 and no work in 2016 or 2017.

Staff recommends award of a three-year contract for fire hydrant maintenance and flow testing services with 
M.E. Simpson Co., Inc. M.E. Simpson’s contract cost for 2015 and 2016 reflects a 0% increase from the 
2014 contract cost. M.E. Simpson completed the Village’s fire hydrant maintenance and flow testing 
program for the years from 2012-14 with good results.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
Contractor Evaluation Form
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: M.E. Simpson Co., Inc.

Project: Water Distribution Valve Assessment Program

Primary Contact: Randy Lusk Phone: 1-800-255-1521  

Time Period: 2012 – 2014

On Schedule: X yes   no

Provide details if early or late completion:  Proposals were due 1-23-12.  Contract 
awarded on 3-20-2012.  Contractor finished on time each of the three years of the 
contract with no requests for time extensions. As per contract, a final report of the 
program was submitted annually for each of the three years of work.

Change Orders (attach information if needed):   

Difficulties / Positives: The contractor inspected approximately 2,150 fire hydrants and 
flow tested about 530 annually for the term of the contract in accordance with American 
Water Works Association (AWWA) standards. The contractor communicated their 
activities to Village staff daily and placed signs in neighborhoods to notify the public 
while work was taking place. Their work has contributed toward the Village’s improved 
ISO rating.

Interaction with public:

X  excellent    good    average    poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 
X  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?  X Yes    No

Reviewer:  Dave Bird

Date: March 12, 2015
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