
ITEM MOT 2015-6176

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Green Streets Program – Downers Grove Estates (SW-069)
Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract for the Green Streets Program at Downers Grove Estates to 
Cardno Inc. of Monee, IL in the amount of $84,820.00.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The Goals for 2011 to 2018 identified Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY15 budget includes $65,000 for the Green Streets Program in the Stormwater Fund. There is 
sufficient budget authority in the Stormwater Fund for this project; 

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the April 14, 2015 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

The Green Streets Program is a cost-effective and environmentally responsible way to mitigate nuisance 
drainage problems while helping the Village comply with the pollution prevention/good housekeeping 
aspects of the federally mandated NPDES requirements for MS4 communities.  These improvements will 
include the installation of bio-swales and rain gardens using native plugs and plantings, and will help to 
reduce runoff and improve water quality throughout the Downers Grove Estates Subdivision.  The bio-
swales will be located within existing roadside ditches, adjacent to properties where the residents have 
expressed an interest in a bio-swale, and have signed a letter of intent to assume maintenance once 
construction is complete.  This is a pilot program that can be used in many other areas around the Village 
where drainage and water quality improvements are needed.

A Call for Bids (CFB) was issued and publicly advertised in accordance with the Village’s Purchasing 
Policy on March 10, 2015, and bids were opened on March 25, 2015.  Four bids were received and a 
synopsis of the bids received is as follows:
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Contractor Base Bid  
Breezy Hill Nursery, Inc. $76,300.00 Disqualified
Cardno Inc. $84,820.00 Lowest Qualified Bidder
V3 Construction $123,456.00  
ENCAP Inc. $254,850.00  

Staff recommends the award of a contract to Cardno Inc. The bid submitted by Breezy Hill Nursery was 
disqualified for failing to meet the bid specifications, which required each contractor to provide specific 
examples of previous work experience involving bio-swales/rain gardens or native planting installation and 
maintenance.  This work is highly specialized and requires a contractor who has the appropriate experience.  
Cardno provided the required project experience information, and has previously provided construction 
services to the Village of Downers Grove on the St. Joseph’s Creek Streambank Stabilization project with 
satisfactory results.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Document
Contractor Evaluation
Capital Project Sheet for SW-069
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation 

 

 
Contractor: Cardno/J.F. New & Associates, Inc. 
 
Project:  Streambank Stabilization, St. Joseph North Branch – DR-011 
 
Primary Contact: Mark Prankus     Phone: 715-450-5128 
 
Time Period:  May, 2011 – present (project not yet complete) 
 
On Schedule (allowing for uncontrollable circumstances)  yes   no 
  
Provide details if early or late completion:  Project has experienced some delays due to 
unforeseen modeling/permitting requirements. 
 
Change Orders (attach information if needed): N/A   
 
Difficulties / Positives:  Subsequent to the consultant’s proposed submittal, Village Staff 
questioned the proposed means and methods and the consultant/contractor’s ability to 
perform the work they described within the permitting parameters indicated.  It was 
conveyed to Village Staff that the work proposed would be sufficient treatment for the 
areas in question and that the permitting of these area would not be a problem.   
Upon design completion and permit pre-application, it was discovered that some of the 
treatment areas would, in fact, cause permitting delays.  An alternative design is 
currently sought.  
 
Interaction with public: 
 

  excellent    good    average    poor 
 
(Attach information on any complaints or compliments) 
 
General Level of Satisfaction with work:  
  

  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied 
 
Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?    Yes    No 
 

Reviewers:  Jeff Loster                                                                
 
            
Date:  11/811  
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