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HELSDON HOUSE

26 JANUARY 2015

FIRST FLOOR PLAN - EXISTING . DEMOLITION
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26 JANUARY 2015

FIRST FLOOR PLAN - PROPOSED IN-LAW SUITE
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DRAFT 

PLAN COMMISSION   APRIL 6, 2015 1 

FILE 15-PLC-0004:  A petition seeking Special Use approval to permit an extended family 

accessory housing unit.  The subject property is zoned R-2, Residential Detached House 2.  The 

property is located on the east side of Venard Road, approximately 580 feet north of Ogden 

Avenue, commonly known as 4215 Venard Road, Downers Grove, IL (09-06-214-003).  Paul and 

Susan Helsdon, Petitioner and Owner.  

 

Village Planner Kelley Chrisse explained that this request is for an extended family accessory 

housing unit, i.e., an in-law suite.  The site is improved with a single-family home and detached 

garage.  The detached garage is proposed to be converted to an in-law suite and would consist of a 

bedroom, bathroom, kitchen, laundry facilities and living room with separate entrance.  However, 

there would be a connection to the existing home.  The petitioner received a building permit and 

started some construction, but not for this specific request.  Photographs were presented.   

 

Per Ms. Chrisse, when the accessory housing unit is no longer needed, the petitioner has agreed to 

remove the accessory unit and convert it back to the single-family home.  Ms. Chrisse stated the 

current R-2 zoning district allowed for extended family accessory units and the proposal met the 

conditions of the zoning ordinance.  The owner has also agreed to an annual certification that he 

would meet the requirements of special use.  Per staff, the proposal met the special use criteria and 

the recommendations cited in the village’s comprehensive plan.  Ms. Chrisse recommended the 

commission forward a positive recommendation to the village council subject to the conditions 

listed in its memo.  

 

Petitioner, Mr. Paul Helsdon, 4214 Venard Road, Downers Grove, explained that he and his wife 

purchased the foreclosed home with the opportunity to house his retired mother so she could retain 

her independence but still have family nearby.   

 

Dialog followed by the chairperson that this was the type of housing that was needed in the village.   

 

Chairperson Urban opened up the meeting to public comment.   No comments received and there 

was no closing statement from the petitioner.  Public comment was closed. 

 

Mr. Rickard believed the proposal met the requirements, was a positive, and such requests were 

becoming more frequent in other communities.  Mr. Cozzo, also pointed out that the de-conversion 

clause was a good safety net for the village.  Mr. Webster concurred that the petitioner met the 

requirements. 

 

WITH RESPECT TO FILE 15-PLC-0004, MR. COZZO MADE A MOTION THAT THE 

PLAN COMMISSION FORWARD A POSITIVE RECOMMENDATION TO THE 

VILLAGE COUNCIL, SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

 

1. THE PROPOSED EXTENDED FAMILY ACCESSORY HOUSING UNIT 

SUBSTANTIALLY CONFORM TO THE STAFF REPORT DATED MARCH 3, 2015 

AND ARCHITECTURAL PLANS PREPARED BY 12/12 ARCHITECTS & 

PLANNERS, DATED JANUARY 26, 2015, EXCEPT AS SUCH PLANS MAY BE 

MODIFIED, TO CONFORM TO THE VILLAGE CODES AND ORDINANCES; 

2. THE PETITIONER SHALL PERMIT THE VILLAGE TO COMPLETE AN 

ANNUAL INSPECTION OF THE PREMISES TO ASSURE CONTINUING 
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COMPLIANCE WITH EXTENDED FAMILY ACCESSORY HOUSING 

REGULATIONS; 

3. THE PETITIONER SHALL ANNUALLY SUBMIT TO THE VILLAGE A SWORN 

AFFIDAVIT THAT CERTIFIES CONTINUED COMPLIANCE WITH EXTENDED 

FAMILY ACCESSORY HOUSING REGULATIONS; AND 

4. THE ACCESSORY UNIT SHALL BE CONVERTED TO BE A PART OF THE 

EXISTING SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING UNIT WITH 120 DAYS OF THE LAPSE 

OF THE SPECIAL USE APPROVAL. 

 

SECONDED BY MR. WEBSTER.  ROLL CALL: 

 

AYE: MR. COZZO, MR. WEBSTER, MR. BASSLER, MR. MATEJCZYK, 

MRS. RABATAH, MR. RICKARD, CHAIRPERSON URBAN 

NAY: NONE 

 

MOTION CARRIED.  VOTE:  7-0. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Popovich announced that Mr. Waechtler has resigned from the commission.   Updates followed 

regarding:  Fresh Tyme, Good Samaritan Hospital, the 922 Warren permit, the SLF permit and the 

Edwards House on Maple Avenue.   

 

THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 8:41 P.M. ON MOTION BY MR. WEBSTER, 

SECONDED BY MRS. RABATAH.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE 

VOTE OF 7-0. 

 

/s/ Celeste K. Weilandt  

            Celeste K. Weilandt 

(As transcribed by MP-3 audio) 
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