
ITEM ORD 2015-6250

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Amend Liquor Provisions
Enza Petrarca
Village Attorney

SYNOPSIS
An ordinance has been prepared to amend the Village’s Liquor Code to allow liquor product 
identification on patio umbrellas at liquor-licensed establishments and to amend the definition of 
restaurant.

   
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT
The Goals 2011-2018 identified Strong, Diverse Local Economy.

FISCAL IMPACT
N/A   

 

BACKGROUND
The Village received a request from the Downtown Downers Grove Management Corporation 
(Downtown Management) to allow patio umbrellas with liquor logos.  Since 1993, the Village 
has banned liquor product identification on umbrellas.  Patio umbrellas are costly and typically 
need yearly replacement.  Often, liquor distributors will give licensees umbrellas that contain the 
logos of various alcohol producers (i.e. Miller Lite, Corona, and various wineries).  The attached 
draft ordinance will remove umbrellas from Section 3.33.2 concerning liquor product 
identification signs; therefore allowing the placement of umbrellas with liquor logos on outside 
patios.  Banners, sandwich boards and other signs with liquor product logos will continue to be 
restricted.  The Liquor Commission discussed this matter at their meeting of May 4, 2015 and 
unanimously recommended approval of the ordinance.

Additionally, the definition of restaurant contained in Chapter 3 of the Liquor Code currently 
requires that licensees have adequate kitchen facilities and employees to prepare and cook meals 
on the premises.  The attached ordinance amends the restaurant definition to remove the 
requirement that a full kitchen be required for food service.  This change will allow liquor 
service at establishments where food is cooked primarily off-site but served at the premises.  

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION
This item was discussed at the June 9, 2015 Village Council meeting. Staff recommends 
approval on the June 16, 2015 Active Agenda. 
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ATTACHMENTS

Ordinance
Downtown Management Correspondence
Liquor Commission Minutes – May 4, 2015
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ORDINANCE NO. _____

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING LIQUOR CODE PROVISIONS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:  (Additions are indicated by shading/underline; deletions by strikeout):

Section 1. That Section 3.3 is hereby amended to read as follows:

3.3 Definitions.
For the purposes of this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 

respectively ascribed to them by this section:
 *  *  *  

Restaurant.  A place kept, used, maintained, advertised or held out to the public as a place with the 
service of food and drink, and where meals are regularly served, without sleeping accommodations, and 
where adequate provision is made for sanitary kitchen and dining room equipment and capacity and a 
sufficient number of employees to prepare, cook and serve a reasonable variety of mealsfood for its 
customers.  The mere availability and service of cold sandwiches, hors d'oeuvres or other similar foods 
will not, standing alone, be deemed sufficient to constitute such establishment as a restaurant within the 
meaning of this paragraph, iIt being the intent of this paragraph that the primary business conducted on 
premises to be licensed as restaurants hereunder shall be the service of food and drink.  A full menu, 
including entrees and appropriate side dishes,Food service shall be available at all times liquor sales are 
being conducted until ten o'clock (10:00) p.m. Sunday through Thursday, and eleven o'clock (11:00) p.m. 
Friday and Saturday.  After such times, in the event a full menu is not provided, a reduced menu, which 
must include appetizers, sandwiches, hors d'oeuvres or other similar foods shall be available.  Such 
mMenus shall be on the table, presented to each patron as they are seated or be posted in such a manner to 
be easily readable by the patrons of the restaurant.  Provided, the kitchen may not cease operating prior to 
one hour before closing.  Bar/lounge seating shall be no more than twenty percent (20%) of the total 
seating provided for patrons of the establishment. 

 *  *  *  
 (Ord. No. 244, § 1; Ord. No. 1741, § 1; Ord. No. 1749, § 1; Ord. No. 2388, § 1; Ord. No. 2450, § 1; Ord. 
No. 2541, § 1; Ord. No. 2735, § 1; Ord. No. 2847, § 1; Ord. No. 3164, § 1.)  

Section 2. That Section 3.33.2. is hereby amended to read as follows:

3.33.2. Liquor product identification signs.
Liquor product identification signs shall not be permitted as an interior or exterior window sign, or as any 
form of exterior sign, such as patio umbrellas at any establishment holding a license for consumption on 
premises, patio umbrellas shall not constitute a sign for purposes of this Section.  

Section 3.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed.

Section 4.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication 

in the manner provided by law.
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                     Mayor

Passed:
Published:
Attest:
            Village Clerk
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