
DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY MAY 27, 2015, 7:30 P.M. 

LIBRARY MEETING ROOM 

 

MINUTES 

1. Call to order.  President Kathleen DiCola called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

2. Roll call.  Members Present: Trustee Susan Eblen, Trustee Wendee Greene, Trustee 

David Humphreys, Trustee Daniel Loftus, Trustee Thomas Read, President Kathleen 

DiCola. 

Also present: Director Rick Ashton, Assistant Director for Public Services Bonnie Reid, 

Assistant Director for Support Services Sue O’Brien, Children’s Services staff members 

Sharon Hrycewicz and Kelly Pocci. 

3. Welcome to visitors.  President DiCola welcomed staff and thanked them for their 

presence. 

a. A visit from the Legion of SuperReaders.  Children’s Services staff members Sharon 

Hrycewicz and Kelly Pocci presented the 2015 summer reading promotional skit and 

discussed details of the summer programs for children, teens, and adults. Board 

members thanked the staff members for their promotional work and the use of their 

dramatic theatrical talents. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes. 

a. Regular Monthly Meeting, April 22, 2015.  It was moved by Humphreys and 

seconded by Greene THAT the Minutes of the April 22 meeting be approved as 

submitted.  Roll call: Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Nays: 

None.  Abstentions: None. 

 

5. Approval of invoices and financial reports.  It was moved by Read and seconded by 

Eblen THAT operating invoices totaling $126,266.38 and credit memos totaling $39.51 

be approved and April 2015 payrolls totaling $211,330.07 be recognized.  Roll call: 

Ayes: Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Nays: none.  Abstentions: 

none. 

 

6. Public comment on agenda items.  President DiCola invited comment.  There was none. 
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7. Public comment on other Library business.  President DiCola invited comment. There 

was none. 

 

8. Unfinished Business. 

a. Library Building Renovation Project, Proposed Strategy for Additional Work.  

Requested Action: Receive Report.   Ashton reported that further investigation of 

proposed lighting and acoustical panel solutions is underway. After further discussion 

regarding the lighting projects, it was moved by Humphreys and seconded by Eblen 

THAT the adult fiction area lighting project be sent out to bid.  Roll Call: Ayes: 

Eblen, Greene, Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Nays: None.  Abstentions: None. 

 

b. Response to Public Comment, April 22, 2015.  Requested Action: Receive Report.  

Ashton presented a letter to Ms. Laurel Bowen, providing a detailed response to her 

comments at the April 22 Board meeting.  The Board informally directed him to send 

the letter. 

 

9. New Business. 

a. Proposed Revisions to Internet Policy.  Requested Action: Approval.  Ashton and 

Reid presented the proposed revisions, occasioned by the adoption of new software 

for management of public computers and computer printers. No substantive change 

was proposed. It was moved by Eblen and seconded by Humphreys THAT the 

proposed Revisions to Internet Policy be approved.  Roll Call: Ayes: Eblen, Greene, 

Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Nays: None.  Abstentions: None. 

 

b. Proposed Revisions to Policy on Americans with Disabilities Act.  Ashton presented 

the proposed revisions, occasioned by request of the Illinois Attorney General’s 

Office of Disability Rights. Board members discussed the proposed revisions and 

directed the staff to bring the policy back for adoption at the June 24 meeting.  

 

10. Report of the Director.  Ashton summarized his written report (attached) as follows: 

a. Invitation to Downers Grove Economic Development Corporation Annual Luncheon, 

June 18, 2015. 

b. Invitation to Board for participation at Farmers Market, July 25, August 29, 

September 12. 

c. Surprise Petty Cash Audit. 

d. April Circulation Figures.   

e. Recent media coverage.  Attached. 

f. Other.  Ashton reported that Library staff and legal counsel are currently completing 

paperwork to update the tax-exempt status of the Downers Grove Public Library 
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Foundation.  The Library’s attorney has recommended that future annual IRS filings 

be done using the shortest postcard form of the IRS-990.  

 

11. Board Member comments and requests for information. 

 

Trustee Read requested that Library staff provide a full accounting of Foundation 

investments for review with the Foundation’s investment advisor.  Ashton agreed to carry 

this out. 

 

Trustee Read reported that he would be unable to attend the June 24 Board meeting. 

 

President DiCola inquired about the closing of an exit in the Children’s Services Program 

Room, mentioned in a recent newspaper comment. Bonnie Reid and Sue O’Brien 

responded that this had been done during the building renovation at the request of the 

Downers Grove Fire Department. DGFD determined that the projection screen in the 

room would obstruct this exit and harm its utility as an emergency exit. The room, with 

two separate exit doors, continues to meet fire and safety code requirements. 

 

Trustee Humphreys reported that a Little Free Library will soon be installed at the 

northeast entrance of the First Congregational Church, across Curtiss Street from the 

Library, intended to serve persons using the overnight shelter facilities at the church.  

Trustee Humphreys suggested that donations of removed Library books and gift books 

would be welcome, once the Little Free Library is in operation. 

 

Trustee Greene thanked Public Relations Manager Melissa Doornbos for informational 

and logistical help for her recent presentation concerning the Library to a ladies’ group.  

She offered the slides of the PowerPoint presentation developed for this talk for use by 

other Board members and staff. 

 

Trustee Greene reported that one or more CD recordings of the recent Carnegie Hall 

concert by Downers Grove South High School and Downers Grove North High School 

musical groups will soon be added to the Library’s music collection for public use. 

 

12. Adjournment.  President DiCola adjourned the meeting at 8:42 p.m.                     
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DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MAY 27, 2015 

 

AGENDA ITEM 10 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

 

a. Invitation to Downers Grove Economic Development Corporation Annual Luncheon, June 18, 

2015.  All Library Board members are invited to attend this luncheon at the DoubleTree Suites 

Hotel, 2111 Butterfield Road. The program begins at 11:30 a.m.  Library staff will handle 

registration for any Board member wishing to attend. 

b. Invitation to Board for participation at Farmers Market, July 25, August 29, September 12.  

The Library will have a table at the market on the three Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Board members are welcome to be present to greet members of the community, promote Library 

events and activities, and hear citizens’ comments and concerns. 

c. Surprise Petty Cash Audit.  On May 18, Village of Downers Grove accounting staff conducted 

an unannounced audit of the Library’s Petty Cash account. Cash on hand and documented recent 

disbursements, totaling $200.00, balanced to the penny. 

d. April Circulation Figures.  Both circulation activity and circulation record-keeping were 

disrupted in April by the major software migration project. The enclosed figures include several 

conservative estimates. 

e. Recent Media Coverage. Attached. 
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