
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Bid - Specialty Winter Operations Services
Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to authorize award of a three-year contract for Specialty Winter Operations Services 
to Tovar Snow Professionals of East Dundee, Illinois in the amount of $297,704.67, which includes a 5% 
contingency.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2011-2018 include Exceptional Municipal Services and Continual Innovation.

FISCAL IMPACT

A portion of the contract will be paid from the FY15 General Fund budget. The proposed FY16 budget will 
include $92,000 for contractual snow removal services. The contract is based on an assumption of 20 events 
for snow clearing with salting and 10 salting-only events per winter season.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the August 11, 2015 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

The Village is responsible for snow and ice removal services for walkways within the downtown and at the 
three commuter rail stations. At the Main Street and Fairview Avenue commuter stations, the Village is also 
responsible for clearing the platforms.  These services are labor intensive, require specialized equipment that 
is used for a limited time, and have been subjected to increasing regulation related to safety and working 
close to the railroad tracks.

This is the second three-year contract for specialty winter operations services. In an effort to continue to 
provide a high level of service while best utilizing Village resources, this work was outsourced beginning in 
2012.  This allowed the Village to utilize its experienced equipment operators for the more skilled task of 
clearing roadways.
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The contractor will provide all labor, equipment and materials needed to perform the work described by the 
contract including all de-icing chemicals.  The contractor will be called for service by the on-duty Village 
Snow Supervisor based upon the forecasted weather conditions.  The areas covered by this contract have 
been prioritized and all work is to be completed within eight hours of the end of each winter event.  The 
contractor will have primary responsibility for maintaining conditions that minimize to the greatest degree 
possible pedestrian exposure to conditions that could result in slips, falls and associated injuries on icy, 
snowy or frozen surfaces.  Pre-storm anti-icing and minor de-icing of trouble spots at the train stations and 
in the downtown will continue to be handled in-house.  In-house crews will also perform load-outs of snow 
if needed in these areas.  The contract includes an hourly rate for equipment and personnel to haul snow 
from the downtown area if directed.  

The following firms submitted bids:

Bid Amount Per Event
Service Provider 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
Tovar Snow Professionals, East Dundee, 
Illinois $5,830.00 $5,946.60 $6,065.53

Snow Systems, Wheeling, Illinois $6,345.00 $6,535.35 $6,731.41

Tovar has been providing snow removal and ice control services throughout the Chicagoland area for 25 
years. They currently serve more than 225 clients and 1,600 sites. Tovar previously provided municipal 
snow removal services for the Village of Glenview and received a positive reference. They have also 
provided positive snow removal references from school districts in Algonquin and Carpentersville, and their 
client base consists of numerous commercial customers with high service expectations such as Abbott Labs, 
Coca Cola, Meijer and Walgreens who are responsible for facilities with high volumes of pedestrian and 
vehicle traffic.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
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 V I L L A G E    O F   D O W N E R S   G R O V E 

 
 C O U N C I L   A C T I O N   S U M M A R Y 

 
 
 
INITIATED:             Village Manager               DATE:         August 11, 2015_____       
               (Name) 
 
RECOMMENDATION FROM:                                        FILE REF:                    
  (Board or Department) 
 
NATURE OF ACTION: 
 
     Ordinance    
 
     Resolution  
 
  X   Motion  
 
      Other   
 

 
STEPS NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT ACTION: 

 
Motion to award a three-year contract for specialty 
winter operations services to Tovar Snow Professionals 
in an amount not to exceed $297,704.67, which includes 
a 5% contingency.     

 
 
 
SUMMARY OF ITEM: 
 
Adoption of this motion shall award a three-year contract for specialty winter operations services to 
Tovar Snow Professionals in an amount not to exceed $297,704.67, which includes a 5% 
contingency.     
 
 
RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN: 
 
                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                          _______ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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