
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Motion to Authorize Contribution to DuPage Senior Citizens Council 
David Fieldman
Village Manager

SYNOPSIS

A motion has been prepared to authorize a $20,000 contribution for FY 2015 to the DuPage Senior Citizens 
Council for the Meals on Wheels program.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

Exceptional Municipal Services is a strategic goal for 2015-2017. Explore Intergovernmental Partnerships 
for the Provision of Human Services was identified by the Village Council as a High Priority Action Item.

FISCAL IMPACT

The proposal is to approve $20,000 in FY15. The contribution to the DuPage Senior Citizens Council is not 
budgeted in the FY15 General Fund. General Fund expenses are currently estimated to be approximately 
$612,000 below the FY15 budget, due to expense reductions and deferrals made in response to the State of 
Illinois proposed budget. 

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION

This item was discussed at the September 15, 2015 Village Council meeting. The Village Council asked 
several follow-up questions. Staff contacted the DuPage Senior Citizens Council; their responses to the 
questions are below. In addition, the Council asked for meeting minutes related to the Village’s 
consideration of the DSCC contribution in 1998. Minutes from 1998 and 1999 discussions are attached. 

DSCC Responses to Council Questions: 
1. What does the new funding provide? (i.e. more seniors receiving more meals? more meals to the same 
number of seniors?)

More seniors will receive more meals. The funding will directly off-set the cost gap to provide our 
services to seniors in Downers Grove (excluding unincorporated areas).  The number of seniors would be 
more than projected in our request; the number of meals would be equal to or more than projected in our 
request. 

2. ​Is a well-being check done in addition to the meal delivery or as part of the meal delivery?
In addition to the meal delivery, minor home repair, or yard clean-up service. 

3. What is the rationale for the $30,000 request?
The rationale for the $30,000 request is based on the volume of the services requested by and/or needed 
by the seniors in an individual municipality.  It is equal to approximately $1.00 per service provided.
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BACKGROUND

This item was discussed at the September 1, 2015 Village Council meeting under New Business at the 
request of Commissioner Waldack. The Council directed staff to prepare a motion to authorize a $20,000 
contribution in FY15 to the DuPage Senior Citizens Council. Discussion regarding the FY16 contribution 
will take place during the budget process. 

The proposal is as follows:

I propose that the Council address the request of the DuPage Senior Citizens Council (DSCC) for 
a restricted contribution to the Meals On Wheels Program for $20,000 in 2015 and direct Staff to 
include $30,000 in the 2016 budget.

On February 23, 2015, The DuPage Senior Citizens Council formally requested consideration of 
a $30,000 contribution for its services, including Meals On Wheels program.  To date, there has 
been no action on this request.

Council has identified intergovernmental cooperation on human services as a priority action item 
for 2015-2017.  Human services needs require immediate attention and a decision should be 
made regarding both 2015 and 2016.

All Council members have been sent a packet with the request and a copy is readily available. 
Some of the highlights are that Downers Grove, as a municipality, has one of the highest 
concentrations of seniors in DuPage County and has not contributed since 2009.  These services 
“allow elderly residents to stay in their homes and our Village and allow seniors to live as 
independently as possible while preventing expensive and premature institutionalization.”

I ask for your consideration and approval on this two part item.

The DuPage Senior Citizens Council provides several services, one of which is the Meals on Wheels 
program. The program is funded by state and federal grants, contributions from meal recipients and other 
donors.  Due to a mandate from the federal government’s Older American’s Act, the DSCC cannot exclude 
meals on wheels services to residents of municipalities that do not contribute funding to their program. 
However, financial shortfalls will require the DSCC to limit services to only the neediest Downers Grove 
and DuPage County residents as determined by a ranking system for eligibility upon intake. 

Intakes for the Meals on Wheels program are conducted by the DuPage County Human Services, Senior 
Citizens Services, not the DSCC. Their ranking system bases a senior’s level of need, in part, on an 
immediate risk, high risk or low risk rating scale.  Inherent in the meals on wheels delivery program is a 
daily well-being check. Volunteers and staff are trained to look for and report any signs that a senior may 
need further assistance. This is a service level that municipal funding helps supports but it is not a 
requirement for providers of the meals on wheels program. 

Eligibility for Meals on Wheels 
 DuPage senior age 60 & over and the senior is in need of home delivered meals either because they 

are frail, home bound or living alone. 

80% of seniors receiving meals are low income and fall between 0% - 51% of the median family income for 
one person households. ($0 - $26,400 a year for a one person household living in DuPage County) 
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The Village made an annual contribution to the DuPage Page Senior Citizens Council from 1998 to 2000. 
Below is a history of the contributions from 2005 to 2009. 

The contribution to the DuPage Senior Citizens Council is not budgeted in the FY15 General Fund. General 
Fund expenses are currently estimated to be approximately $612,000 below the FY15 budget, due to 
expense reductions and deferrals made in response to the State of Illinois proposed budget. The table below 
shows the FY15 budget and estimates.

FY15 General Fund Budget vs. Estimate

General Fund FY15 Budget
FY15 Year-End 

Estimate Difference
Revenues $44,824,624 $44,822,756 ($1,868)
Expenses $44,822,262 $44,210,537 ($611,725)
 

Attached is the request letter from the DuPage Senior Citizens Council, as well as additional information on 
the services provided within Downers Grove. 
 

ATTACHMENTS

Correspondence from the DuPage Senior Citizens Council

Year
Funding 
Amount

2009 $39,674
2008 $39,674
2007 $38,795
2006 $38,799
2005 $17,000
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