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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

10/13/2015
SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:
Municipal Code Amendments Stan Popovich, AICP
Chapter 7, Chapter 8, Chapter 10, Chapter 16 Community Development Director

SYNoOPSIS

Ordinances have been prepared amending the following Chapters of the Downers Grove Municipal Code:
Chapter 7 — Buildings

Chapter 8 — Business and Activity Licenses and Regulations

Chapter 10 — Electricity

Chapter 16 - Plumbing

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The Goals for 2011-2018 include Exceptional Municipal Services with a supporting objective of continual
innovation.

FISCAL IMPACT
N/A

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval on the October 20, 2015 active agenda.

BACKGROUND

One of the high priority projects staff identified for 2015-2017 is to Review the Building and Development
Permitting Process. One of the elements of this project was to review local amendments for improvement or
elimination, while also creating a more business friendly environment. The following key concepts and
strategies are the goals in this ongoing effort:

e Align the Village’s regulations with comparable communities.

e Maintain long standing and recognized fire safety regulations.

e Provide code provisions that address local construction practices.

e Reduce the number of local amendments in order to follow the baseline codes representing

recognized industry standards.

The following list highlights some of the specific key components that will be accomplished with the
proposed updates:



ORD 2015-6456

Chapter 7 — Buildings.
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Amendments to the 2006 International Building Code

These amendments pertain to construction type and fire protection measures, as summarized in the table

below.

Current Code Requirements
(Local Amendment)

Proposed

Considers parking garages to be subject to
requirements for high-rise buildings for fire
protection

Open parking garages (not walled in) are exempt
from high-rise fire protection measures

Restricts use of Type III construction by zoning
district and also reduced allowable height. Does
not place fire protection restrictions on I-joists
and open web wood trusses.

Allows Type III construction in all zoning districts,
subject to fire protection measures. Allows I-joists
and open web wood trusses only if rated for 1-hour
fire resistance.

Requires Utility/Miscellaneous structures to have
sprinklers if over 1,500 S.F.

Revises sprinkler requirement for such structures
only if over 5,000 S.F.

Requires all alarm systems to be upgraded to a
system that would identify individual alarm
locations on the alarm board (known as an
‘addressable’ alarm system)

Requires addressability only in new systems.

No local amendment for additional fire protection
of I-joists and open web wood trusses

Allows use of I-joists and open web wood trusses
only if constructed is rated for 1-hour fire-resistance
rated.

Chapter 10 — Electricity

Amendments to eligibility to receive an electrical permit.

e Permits for electrical work in the Village will continue to be issued only to qualified persons.

e The proposed amendment revises these qualifications to allow any of the following: An electrician’s
license issued by a unit of local government in the State of Illinois; Successful completion of an
electrical exam issued by an approved agency; Other qualification documentation deemed acceptable
by the Building Official, including a valid 2016 Downers Grove Electrical License.

Chapter 8 — Business and Activity Licenses and Regulations

e Eliminate Village licensing for electrical contractors effective December 31, 2015. Existing licenses
can be renewed and will remain valid through December 31, 2016. The safety and quality of
electrical work in the Village will continue to be ensured through the permitting and inspection
process codified in Chapter 10 of the Village Municipal Code.

Chapter 16 — Plumbing
Amendments to Illinois Plumbing Code to comply with State Law Conservation requirement
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e 17 1ll. Adm. Code 3730.307 requires evidence of adoption of specific water conservation efforts by
all Lake Michigan water permitees. One of these required conservation practices is adoption of
ordinances requiring that new and replacement plumbing fixtures and irrigation controllers be a
labeled WaterSense product, as specified by the USEPA.

e The proposed amendment will revise the current Illinois Plumbing Code to mandate this requirement
and will be enforced on all applicable building permits.

e The USEPA states that WaterSense Products perform as well or better than their less efficient
counterparts; are 20 percent more water efficient than average products in that category; realize
water savings on a national level; and provide measurable water savings results.

ATTACHMENTS

Ordinance
WaterSense Program description from USEPA website
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Elec Testing

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ELECTRICAL QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County,
Illinois, as follows: (Additions are indicated by -/underline; deletions by strikeeut):

Section 1. That Section 10.301. is hereby amended to read as follows:

10.301. Permit to install electrical equipment--Required prior to commencing work; persons
eligible.

(a) No person shall install, alter or repair any electrical conduits, electrical wires, equipment or
apparatus in any building or structure for which a permit is required until such permit shall have been
secured.

(b) Persons who may perform work authorized by a permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this
Chapter are the following:

(1) Electrical contractors and technicians having the necessary qualifications, training
experience and technical knowledge to do electrical work as evidenced by: 1) a valid electrical license
issued by a governmental entity located within the State of Illinois that administers tests consistent with
standards of the National Electrical Code; or 2) proof of successful passage of an electrical examination
consistent with the standards of the National Electrical Code; or 3) other documentation deemed acceptable
by the Building Official- whe- have- satisfied- the- requirements- of Sections- 8-35- through- 8-39- of the-
Munieipal-Code

(2) A qualified home owner, provided that such permit shall be only for electrical work on
residential premises owned and occupied by the home owner, and further provided that he/she has
sufficient knowledge and technical training to perform the installation, alteration, repair and maintenance of
electrical wiring and equipment authorized by the permit_as evidenced by proof of successful passageing of
an electrical examination-written-test-given-by-the- Community- Development-Department with-a-minimum-
seore-of seventy-pereent correet_consistent with the standards of the National Electrical Code. (Ord. No.
662, § 11; Ord. No. 2871, § 2.)

Section 2. That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are

hereby repealed.

Section 3. That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication

in the manner provided by law.

Mayor
Passed:
Published:
Attest:
Village Clerk
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