
Meeting Minutes
Village of Downers Grove - Council Meeting

Council Chambers 12/8/2015 7:00 PM

In order to give as many visitors as possible an opportunity to speak and in the interest of adjourning the meeting 
by 9:00 p.m., please limit your comments to 5 minutes in length, unless further time is granted by Council.  Thank 
you.

1. Call to Order

Mayor Martin Tully called the regular meeting of the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove to order at 
7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Downers Grove Village Hall.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Mayor Tully led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

2. Roll Call

Council Attendance (Present):  Commissioner Waldack, Commissioner White, Commissioner Vattimo, 
Commissioner Hosé; Mayor Tully

Absent:  Commissioner Olsen, Commissioner Barnett

Non-Voting:  Village Manager David Fieldman; Village Attorney Enza Petrarca; Village Clerk April Holden

The Council meeting is broadcast over the local FM radio station, WDGC. In addition, a tape recording and 
videotape of the meeting are being made using Village-owned equipment. The videotape of the meeting will be 
used for later rebroadcast of the Council meeting over the Village cable television Channel 6.  

The Council will follow the rules of conduct for this meeting as provided in Sec. 2.5 of the Downers Grove 
Municipal Code. These offer the public the opportunity to comment at several points in the meeting. First, 
immediately following approval of the minutes of past meetings, an opportunity will be given for public 
comments and questions of a general nature. If a public hearing is scheduled for this meeting, an opportunity is 
given for public comments and questions related to the subject of the hearing. Finally, an opportunity is given for 
public comments and questions on items appearing on the Active Agenda and the First Reading.  

The Mayor stated that at the appropriate time the presiding officers will ask if there are any comments from the 
public. Individuals wishing to speak, should raise their hand to be recognized and, after acknowledgment from the 
presiding officer, approach the microphone and state their name. Remarks should be limited to five minutes, and 
individuals are asked to refrain from making repetitive statements.

Mayor Tully said there are agendas located on either side of the Council Chambers, and he invited the audience to 
pick up an agenda and follow the progress of the Council meeting.

3. Minutes of Council Meetings

MIN 2015-6563 — A. Minutes:  Council Minutes – December 1, 2015
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Motion:  Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Waldack, moved to approve the minutes as 
presented. 

Mayor Tully declared the motion carried by voice vote.

4. Public Comments

This is the opportunity for public comments.

There were no public comments.

5. Consent Agenda

BIL 2015-6581 — A. Bills Payable:  No. 6232, December 8, 2015

RES 2015-6559 — B. Resolution:  Authorize an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Downers Grove Park 
District for Repairs and/or Maintenance of Public Improvements

Summary:  This authorizes an intergovernmental agreement with the Downers Grove Park District.

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE DOWNERS GROVE PARK DISTRICT AND THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

FOR REPAIRS AND/OR MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS

RESOLUTION 2015-81

RES 2015-6578 — C. Resolution:  Authorize an Extension to an Agreement with Thompson Elevator Inspection 
Service, Inc.

Summary:  This authorizes execution of a 12-month contract extension with Thompson Elevator Inspection 
Service, Inc. of Mount Prospect, Illinois for elevator inspection, testing, and plan review services in the estimated 
amount of $22,800.  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXTENSION TO AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE 
OF DOWNERS GROVE AND THOMPSON ELEVATOR INSPECTION SERVICE, INC.

RESOLUTION 2015-82

MOT 2015-6574 — D. Motion:  Authorize $619,123 for the Purchase of Two 2016 Ford F550 Horton 
Ambulances, One 2016 Ford Fusion and One 2016 Ford Police Interceptor Utility Vehicle.

Summary:  This authorizes the purchase of two 2016 Ford F550 Horton ambulances in the total amount of 
$556,426; one 2016 Ford Fusion from Currie Motors of Frankfort, Illinois in the amount of $25,408; and one 
2016 Ford Police Interceptor Utility from Morrow Brothers Ford, Inc. of Greenfield Illinois, in the amount of 
$37,289.00

RES 2015-6495 — E. Resolution:  Authorize an Addendum to the Agreement with Tyler Technologies, Inc.

Summary:  Authorize a purchase from Tyler Technologies, Inc. in the amount of $39,650 for Tyler Cashiering.  
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A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN ADDENDUM TO THE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE AND TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

RESOLUTION 2015-83

MOT 2015-6570 — F. Motion:  Issue 2016 Class A Scavenger License to Allied Waste Services of North 
America, LLC

Summary:  This issues a 2016 Class A scavenger license to Allied Waste Services of North America, LLC

MIN 2015-6602 — G. Minutes:  Note Receipt of Minutes of Boards and Commissions

Summary:  Environmental Concerns Commission - October 8, 2015

Motion:  Commissioner White moved to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented.  Commissioner Waldack 
seconded the motion.

Votes:  Yea: Commissioners White, Waldack, Vattimo, Hosé; Mayor Tully

Nay: None

Mayor Tully declared the motion carried.

6. Active Agenda

ORD 2015-6564 — A. Ordinance:  2015 Aggregate Tax Levy

Summary:  This establishes the 2015 Downers Grove tax levy in the amount of $20,345,652.76 for the Village of 
Downers Grove and $5,446,658 for the Library.  

2015 AGGREGATE TAX LEVY ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE NO. 5502

Motion:  Commissioner White moved to adopt the 2015 Aggregate Tax Levy Ordinance, as presented.  
Commissioner Waldack seconded the motion.

Commissioner Hosé commented that he believes the Village Council failed to reduce spending as much as they 
could have with some easy-to-cut projects that could have offset at least a portion of the tax increase to cover the 
pension levy.  As a result, he will vote against the aggregate tax levy.  

Mayor Tully said he has a different view.  The sole reason for the increase is the unfunded mandate from 
Springfield for increases to the public safety pension funds.  It would be mistake to take the public's attention off 
where corrections need to be made in order to avoid increases like this in the future.  He is proud that the Village 
has not made any increases in the levy for its operations for the past several years.  He challenged Springfield to 
try and do this at least once.  It is important that our residents know the reasons for the increase in the levy.  The 
Mayor said it also would have been imprudent to make these cuts due to the revenue challenges by Springfield.  
He said that the Village might have to make further cuts.  The 2016 budget of the Village is unsustainable and the 
community may need to make some serious decisions next year for the 2017 budget. 

Votes:  Yea: Commissioners White, Waldack, Vattimo; Mayor Tully

Nay: Hosé
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Mayor Tully declared the motion carried.

ORD 2015-6538 — B. Ordinance:  Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year Commencing on the First Day of 
January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village of Downers Grove Special 
Service Area #2 (Downers Grove Downtown Service Area)

Summary:  This establishes the Special Service Area #2 (Downtown Special Service Area) tax levy in the 
amount of $247,000. 

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE LEVYING OF TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON 
THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY 2015 AND ENDING ON THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF DECEMBER 

2015 FOR THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE SPECIAL SERVICE AREA #2                  
(DOWNERS GROVE DOWNTOWN SERVICE AREA)

ORDINANCE NO. 5503

Motion:  Commissioner White moved to adopt an Ordinance for the Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year 
Commencing on the First Day of January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village 
of Downers Grove Special Service Area #2 (Downers Grove Downtown Service Area), as presented.  
Commissioner Waldack seconded the motion.

Votes:  Yea: Commissioners White, Waldack, Vattimo Hosé; Mayor Tully

Nay: None

Mayor Tully declared the motion carried.

ORD 2015-6539 — C. Ordinance:  Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year Commencing on the First Day of 
January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village of Downers Grove Special 
Service Area #4 (Green Acres Subdivision)

Summary:  This establishes the tax levy for the Green Acres Subdivision Special Service Area #4 in the amount 
of $0.00.  

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE LEVYING OF TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON 
THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY 2015 AND ENDING ON THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF DECEMBER 

2015 FOR THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE SPECIAL SERVICE AREA #4                         
(GREEN ACRES SUBDIVISION)

ORDINANCE NO. 5504

Motion:  Commissioner White moved to adopt an Ordinance for the Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year 
Commencing on the First Day of January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village 
of Downers Grove Special Service Area #4 (Green Acres Subdivision), as presented.  Commissioner Waldack 
seconded the motion.

Votes:  Yea: Commissioners White, Waldack, Vattimo Hosé; Mayor Tully

Nay: None

Mayor Tully declared the motion carried.

ORD 2015-6540 — D. Ordinance:  Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year Commencing on the First Day of 
January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village of Downers Grove Special 
Service Area #5 (Atwood Subdivision)
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Summary:  This establishes the tax levy for the Atwood Subdivision Special Service Area #5 in the amount of 
$0.00.  

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE LEVYING OF TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON 
THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY 2015 AND ENDING ON THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF DECEMBER 

2015 FOR THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE SPECIAL SERVICE AREA #5                    
(ATWOOD SUBDIVISION)

ORDINANCE NO. 5505

Motion:  Commissioner White moved to adopt an Ordinance for the Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year 
Commencing on the First Day of January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village 
of Downers Grove Special Service Area #5 (Atwood Subdivision), as presented.  Commissioner Waldack 
seconded the motion.

Votes:  Yea: Commissioners White, Waldack, Vattimo Hosé; Mayor Tully

Nay: None

Mayor Tully declared the motion carried.

ORD 2015-6541 — E. Ordinance:  Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year Commencing on the First Day of 
January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village of Downers Grove Special 
Service Area #6 (Fairview Fire Protection District)

Summary:  This establishes the tax levy for the Fairview Fire Protection District Special Service Area #6 in the 
amount of $72,082.00.  

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE LEVYING OF TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON 
THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY 2015 AND ENDING ON THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF DECEMBER 

2015 FOR THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE SPECIAL SERVICE AREA #6                 
(FAIRVIEW FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT)

ORDINANCE NO. 5506

Motion:  Commissioner White moved to adopt an Ordinance for the Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year 
Commencing on the First Day of January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village 
of Downers Grove Special Service Area #6 (Fairview Fire Protection District), as presented.  Commissioner 
Waldack seconded the motion.

Votes:  Yea: Commissioners White, Waldack, Vattimo Hosé; Mayor Tully

Nay: None

Mayor Tully declared the motion carried.

ORD 2015-6542 — F. Ordinance:  Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year Commencing on the First Day of 
January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village of Downers Grove Special 
Service Area #7 (Dunham Subdivision)

Summary:  This establishes the tax levy for the Dunham Subdivision Special Service Area #7 in the amount of 
$0.00.  

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE LEVYING OF TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON 
THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY 2015 AND ENDING ON THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF DECEMBER 

2015 FOR THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE SPECIAL SERVICE AREA #7                    
(DUNHAM SUBDIVISION)
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ORDINANCE NO. 5507

Motion:  Commissioner White moved to adopt an Ordinance for the Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year 
Commencing on the First Day of January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village 
of Downers Grove Special Service Area #7 (Dunham Subdivision), as presented.  Commissioner Waldack 
seconded the motion.

Votes:  Yea: Commissioners White, Waldack, Vattimo Hosé; Mayor Tully

Nay: None

Mayor Tully declared the motion carried.

ORD 2015-6543 — G. Ordinance:  Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year Commencing on the First Day of 
January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village of Downers Grove Special 
Service Area #8 (Nelson Meadow Subdivision)

Summary:  This establishes the tax levy for the Nelson Meadow Subdivision Special Service Area #8 in the 
amount of $0.00.  

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE LEVYING OF TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON 
THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY 2015 AND ENDING ON THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF DECEMBER 

2015 FOR THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE SPECIAL SERVICE AREA #8                      
(NELSON MEADOW SUBDIVISION)

ORDINANCE NO. 5508

Motion:  Commissioner White moved to adopt an Ordinance for the Levying of Taxes for the Fiscal Year 
Commencing on the First Day of January 2015 and Ending on the Thirty-First Day of December 2015 for Village 
of Downers Grove Special Service Area #8 (Nelson Meadow Subdivision), as presented.  Commissioner Waldack 
seconded the motion.

Votes:  Yea: Commissioners White, Waldack, Vattimo Hosé; Mayor Tully

Nay: None

Mayor Tully declared the motion carried.

Motion to Adopt Ordinances ORD 2015-6529 through ORD 2015-6537 and ORD 2015-6554 (Active Agenda 
Items H-Q)

Motion:  Commissioner White moved to adopt ordinances abating a portion of the 2015 tax levy related to the 
General Obligation Bonds, Series 2008A, Series 2008B, Series 2009, Series 2010, Series 2010B, Series 2012, 
Library Refunding Series 2013, Series 2013A, Series 2014 and Series 2015, as presented.  Commissioner 
Waldack seconded the motion.

Dr. Gordon Goodman, 5834 Middaugh, thanked staff for incorporating all the items into two pages for the tax 
levy and abatements.  They saved many trees.  He also congratulated the Village for finding funds to abate a 
portion of the tax levies.  It is an important practice of the Village to find ways to pay for these bonds, and 
indicates sound financial planning by the Village.

Mayor Tully then explained that Items 6-A-G were levy Ordinances, while Items 6-H-Q are abatements which 
means the Village will not be collecting on a substantial portion of the levy just passed because there are other 
sources to pay for these items. 
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Votes:  Yea: Commissioners White, Waldack, Vattimo Hosé; Mayor Tully

Nay: None

Mayor Tully declared the motion carried.

ORD 2015-6529 — H. Ordinance:  Abate a Portion of the 2015 Tax Levy Related to the General Obligation 
Bonds, Series 2008A

Summary:  This abates a portion of the 2015 tax levy related to the General Obligation Bonds, Series 2008A.  

AN ORDINANCE ABATING A PORTION OF THE 2015 TAX LEVY RELATED TO THE      
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2008A

ORDINANCE NO. 5509

ORD 2015-6530 — I. Ordinance:  Abate a Portion of the 2015 Tax Levy Related to the General Obligation 
Bonds, Series 2008B

Summary:  This abates a portion of the 2015 tax levy related to the General Obligation Bonds, Series 2008B.  

AN ORDINANCE ABATING A PORTION OF THE 2015 TAX LEVY RELATED TO THE      
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2008B

ORDINANCE NO. 5510

ORD 2015-6531 — J. Ordinance:  Abate a Portion of the 2015 Tax Levy Related to the General Obligation 
Bonds, Series 2009

Summary:  This abates a portion of the 2015 tax levy related to the General Obligation Bonds, Series 2009.  

AN ORDINANCE ABATING A PORTION OF THE 2015 TAX LEVY RELATED TO THE      
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2009

ORDINANCE NO. 5511

ORD 2015-6532 — K. Ordinance:  Abate a Portion of the 2015 Tax Levy Related to the General Obligation 
Bonds, Series 2010

Summary:  This abates a portion of the 2015 tax levy related to General Obligation Bonds, Series 2010.  

AN ORDINANCE ABATING A PORTION OF THE 2015 TAX LEVY RELATED TO THE      
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2010

ORDINANCE NO. 5512

ORD 2015-6533 — L. Ordinance:  Abate a Portion of the 2015 Tax Levy Related to the General Obligation 
Bonds, Series 2010B

Summary:  This abates a portion of the 2015 tax levy related to the General Obligation Bond, Series 2010B.  

AN ORDINANCE ABATING A PORTION OF THE 2015 TAX LEVY RELATED TO THE      
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2010B

ORDINANCE NO. 5513
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ORD 2015-6534 — M. Ordinance:  Abate a Portion of the 2015 Tax Levy Related to the General Obligation 
Bonds, Series 2012

Summary:  This abates a portion of the 2015 tax levy related to the General Obligation Bonds, Series 2012.  

AN ORDINANCE ABATING A PORTION OF THE 2015 TAX LEVY RELATED TO THE      
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2012

ORDINANCE NO. 5514

ORD 2015-6554 — N. Ordinance:  Abate a Portion of the 2015 Tax Levy Related to the Library Refunding 
General Obligation Bonds, Series 2013

Summary:  This abates a portion of the 2015 tax levy related to the Library Refunding General Obligation 
Bonds, Series 2013.  

AN ORDINANCE ABATING A PORTION OF THE 2015 TAX LEVY RELATED TO THE LIBRARY 
REFUNDING GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2013

ORDINANCE NO. 5515

ORD 2015-6535 — O. Ordinance:  Abate a Portion of the 2015 Tax Levy Related to the General Obligation 
Bonds, Series 2013A

Summary:  This abates a portion of the 2015 tax levy related to the General Obligation Bonds, Series 2013A.  

AN ORDINANCE ABATING A PORTION OF THE 2015 TAX LEVY RELATED TO THE      
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2013A

ORDINANCE NO. 5516

ORD 2015-6536 — P. Ordinance:  Abate a Portion of the 2015 Tax Levy Related to the General Obligation 
Bonds, Series 2014

Summary:  This abates a portion of the 2015 tax levy related to the General Obligation Bonds, Series 2014.  

AN ORDINANCE ABATING A PORTION OF THE 2015 TAX LEVY RELATED TO THE      
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2014

ORDINANCE NO. 5517

ORD 2015-6537 — Q. Ordinance:  Abate a Portion of the 2015 Tax Levy Related to the General Obligation 
Bonds, Series 2015

Summary:  This abates a portion of the 2015 tax levy related to the General Obligation Bonds, Series 2015.  

AN ORDINANCE ABATING A PORTION OF THE 2015 TAX LEVY RELATED TO THE      
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2015

ORDINANCE NO. 5518
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7. First Reading

ORD 2015-6601 — A. Ordinance:  Amend the Village Council Meeting Schedule

Village Manager Dave Fieldman explained that this Ordinance would amend the Council meeting schedule and 
would result in no Council meetings occurring on election days. Commissioner Olsen presented this as a new 
business item last week.

Mayor Tully said he has no problem with this as long as it is known sufficiently in advance so there is no 
disruption in the services to the community.

Dr. Goodman said he fully supports this provision.  He originally suggested moving the Council meeting date 
from Monday to Tuesday.  He thinks this is a good recognition that occasionally Tuesdays are awkward.  He 
thanked the Village Council for considering this.

8. Mayor's Report

Mayor Tully said that Downers Grove North High School Fine Arts Department Chair, Brayer Teague, was one 
of 25 semi-finalists for a Grammy Award.  He is now one of ten finalists for the Music Educator Award, for 
which there were originally 2,500 nominations.  The Village is very proud of Mr. Teague and the music program 
in Downers Grove.  The Mayor said that the Village wishes him the best of luck. 

9. Manager's Report

10. Attorney's Report

Pursuant to Section 2.5 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code, the following are presented for Village Council 
consideration:

1. An ordinance amending the Village Council Meeting Schedule

11. Council Member Reports

Commissioner Waldack said that the Downtown Management Corporation met last Thursday. He announced that 
Mike Busse will be leaving the Community Bank of Downers Grove and the Downtown Management 
Corporation Board.   The Commissioner said that the bank has a Holiday Sharing Program that is a matching 
donations program, and in the past the bank has raised over $75,000 for charities.  Donations also earn Busse 
Bucks that can be used at local restaurants matching the amount of the donation up to $50.00.

Commissioner Waldack then added that handmade gingerbread houses are on display in the downtown area.  He 
announced various activities in the downtown stores including Gingerbucks reward cards and the gingerbread 
man hunt contest.  A special shopping day will be on December 17 with Merry Madness, and stores will be open 
until 9:00 p.m.  Downtown gift certificates are available.  For other events, residents can go to 
www.downtowndg.org.

Commissioner Waldack said a big part of the Village budget is sales tax, and he encouraged everyone to shop 
locally in the Village.

Commissioner Hosé urged residents to shop locally in Downers Grove.
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Mayor Tully said that, as reported in Crain's Chicago Business, a new craft brewery, Alter Brewing Company, 
will open on December 18 at 2300 Wisconsin, #213, in Ellsworth Industrial Park.  

12. Adjournment

Commissioner White moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Waldack seconded the motion.  

Mayor Tully declared the motion carried by voice vote and the meeting adjourned at 7:23 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

April Holden

Village Clerk

MIN 2015-6609 Page 10 of 10


