
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Development Review Services – Stormwater Consultant Contracts
Stan Popovich, AICP
Director of Community Development

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award two individual contracts for three years each for stormwater related 
development review services to Engineering Resources Associates (ERA) and Robinson Engineering, Ltd. 
in a not-to-exceed amount of $20,000 per year for each contract.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015-2017 include Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY16 budget includes $40,000 for development review services specifically associated with stormwater 
and wetland permit review matters.  The majority of this expense is recaptured through development related 
fees paid by permit applicants. 

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the December 15, 2015 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

The Village’s Community Development Department manages the development review process.  Many 
projects contain challenging stormwater, grading and wetland issues with potential impacts which are not 
always evident.  This occurs in a complex regulatory environment, with the Village having full waiver status 
and responsibility for enforcing the DuPage County Stormwater Ordinance.  Simple reviews can be done in-
house with existing staff.  However, other reviews demand modeling or greater working knowledge of the 
stormwater ordinance, best management practices and other tools and data not readily available to in-house 
staff.  

Approximately every three years, the Village issues a Request for Proposal (RFP) for stormwater review 
services from consultants who work in the area, complete municipal reviews for other municipalities and are 
familiar with the DuPage County Ordinance.  The Village interviewed six of the firms that submitted 
proposals. Two firms demonstrated more knowledge and compatibility with the Village approach to 
development review and customer service:  ERA (one of the two incumbent firms), based in Warrenville; 
and Robinson Engineering, based in Itasca.  Staff recommends hiring both firms to assist with the growing 
number of plans requiring stormwater, grading or wetland review services.  Both firms are interested in 
sharing the contractual services.
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Staff anticipates splitting the number of reviews between the two firms to help assure timely reviews on 
behalf of the customer.  Both of the nominated firms offer specialists capable of providing excellent 
stormwater and wetland related services.

ERA has satisfactorily provided the stormwater and wetland review services during the last seven years and 
staff recommends continuing that relationship with a renewed three-year contract.  Staff believes it is 
beneficial to have a second review firm to assure timely reviews and competitive fees on behalf of the 
Village’s customers and recommends Robinson Engineering.  Robinson Engineering has extensive 
experience in providing other communities with stormwater review services.  Both firms share the Village’s 
commitment to high level customer service.  

ATTACHMENTS

Contracts
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