
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Authorization of a Contract for Cooperative Purchasing with the 
Houston-Galveston Area Council

Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A resolution has been prepared to authorize execution of an interlocal contract for cooperative purchasing 
with the Houston-Galveston Area Council (HGAC).

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015-2017 identified Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no cost to join the HGAC Buy Government Purchasing Cooperative.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the March 1, 2016 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

The Village’s purchasing policy allows the Village to join interagency joint purchasing cooperatives. 
Through joint purchasing, the Village is able to take advantage of economy of scale. Staff identified an 
opportunity to purchase a fire engine through the Houston-Galveston Area Council, which is a regional 
council of governments in Texas. The HGAC Board awards all contracts, which can then be made available 
to local governments nationwide.

Government entities join by executing an interlocal contract to participate in HGAC Buy. This document 
sets out the conditions, requirements and processes through which an entity’s purchase orders are received, 
confirmed to contract and processed. Dozens of Illinois communities already participate in the program 
including nearby municipalities such as Geneva, Highland Park, Lake Forest, Naperville, Wheaton, 
Arlington Heights, Mount Prospect, Oak Brook, Palatine and Skokie.

HGAC Buy uses mass circulation, minority emphasis print media, and internet services to post legal notices 
and bid solicitations. Therefore, posting of public notices to solicit bids and the formal competitive bid 
process are satisfied through HGAC Buy procedures. HGAC staff also research products, write 
specifications, hold pre-bid conferences, assist with order placement, contact vendor reps, help to resolve 
order issues, and review and certify purchase orders to confirm compliance with any specific HGAC Buy 
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contract. The HGAC Buy Program is over 30 years old and specializes in high ticket, capital intensive 
products and services. All products offered through HGAC Buy have been awarded through a public 
competitive process. There are no annual membership dues required to purchase through HGAC Buy. 
HGAC Buy is self-funded through an administrative fee assessed to the contractor.

ATTACHMENTS

Resolution
HGAC Cooperative Purchasing Contract
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RESOLUTION NO.          

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF 
AN INTERLOCAL CONTRACT FOR COOPERATIVE PURCHASING 

BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 
AND HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL

BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:

1. That the form and substance of a certain Interlocal Contract (the "Contract"), between the 

Village of Downers Grove (the "End User") and Houston-Galveston Area Council ("H-GAC"), for 

cooperative purchasing of goods and services, as set forth in the form of the Contract submitted to this 

meeting with the recommendation of the Village Manager, is hereby approved.

2. That the Mayor and Village Clerk are hereby respectively authorized and directed for and 

on behalf of the Village to execute, attest, seal and deliver the Contract, substantially in the form 

approved in the foregoing paragraph of this Resolution, together with such changes as the Manager shall 

deem necessary.

3. That the proper officials, agents and employees of the Village are hereby authorized and 

directed to take such further action as they may deem necessary or appropriate to perform all obligations 

and commitments of the Village in accordance with the provisions of the Contract.

4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this 

Resolution are hereby repealed.

5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as 

provided by law.

                                                             
Mayor

Passed:
Attest:                                                    
                Village Clerk
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