
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Bid: Purchase of Bulk Rock Salt from DuPage County Contract
Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to authorize the approval of a contract for the purchase of bulk rock salt from 
Compass Minerals America, Inc. of Overland Park, Kansas at a cost of $56.35 per ton up to an amount of 
$146,510.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015-2017 include Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY16 budget has $37,677 remaining for this purchase. The FY17 budget will include funding for the 
remainder of the purchase.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the May 17, 2016 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

On April 6, 2016, DuPage County issued an invitation to bid for the purchase of bulk rock salt. This County 
contract combined the needs of the DuPage County Division of Transportation with 29 DuPage 
municipalities and all nine township highway departments into a single bid document in an effort to 
consolidate buying power. 

The County’s successful vendor, Compass Minerals America, Inc. submitted a bid price of $56.35 per ton, 
which is about 25% less than the unit price of $70.44 per ton for salt under the county contract the last two 
years. Participating in this contract provides the Village with a secondary source of rock salt for snow and 
ice control operations.  This contract will complement the State of Illinois salt contract. Bid pricing for the 
state contract is expected in August.

A summary of the Village’s rock salt supply plans for the 2016/17 winter season is shown in the table 
below.

Vendor Compass 
Minerals

Morton Salt Detroit Salt Cargill

5/17/20165/17/2016
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Price per Ton $56.35 $57.62 $60.23 $73.64
Total $146,510 $149,812 $156,598 $191,464

Staff is confident that the amount of salt requested, along with the allocation with the State of Illinois and 
the use of anti-icing agents will provide the material resources necessary to meet the service objectives 
described in the Village Snow Removal and Ice Control Policy in a cost effective manner.

ATTACHMENTS

DuPage County Road Salt Contract Documents
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