
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Ordinance amending Chapter 3 of the Municipal Code regarding 
Happy Hours and server training requirements

Enza Petrarca
Village Attorney

SYNOPSIS

An ordinance has been prepared to amend the Village's Liquor Control Ordinance (Chapter 3 of the 
Municipal Code) regarding Happy Hour and server training requirement provisions.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015-2017 include Strong, Diverse Local Economy.

FISCAL IMPACT

 N/A

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the August 2, 2016 active agenda. 

BACKGROUND

In July of 2015, Governor Rauner signed into law Public Act 99-0046, which amended the Illinois Liquor 
Control Act.  Some of the amendments of this Public Act relate to Happy Hours and now allow "happy 
hours" and other drink packages/specials under certain conditions. The amendments also removed the 
prohibition of serving two (2) or more drinks to one person at a time.  
 
State law was amended to allow Happy Hours (discounting any drink of alcoholic liquor during a specified 
time period) under the following conditions:   
(A) the price of the drink of alcoholic liquor is not changed during the time that it is discounted:
(B) the period of time during which any drink of alcoholic liquor is discounted does not exceed 4 hours per 
day and 15 hours per week; however, this period of time is not required to be consecutive and may be 
divided by the licensee in any manner:
(C) the drink of alcoholic liquor is not discounted between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and the licensed 
premises' closing hour; and 
(D) notice of the discount of the drink of alcoholic liquor during a specified time is posted on the licensed 
premises or on the licensee's publicly available website at least 7 days prior to the specified time.

This Public Act also now allows party packages if the licensee offers food in a dedicated event space, limits 
the party package to no more than 3 hours, distributes wristbands, lanyards, shirts, or any other such 
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wearable items to identify party package attendees so the attendees may be granted access to the dedicated 
event space, and excludes individuals not participating in the party package from the dedicated event space.

The Village's Municipal Code currently restricts these activities, as home rule municipalities have the right 
to enact ordinances that are more restrictive than State law.  The Liquor Commission has discussed these 
amendments and recommended approval.  The Commission felt that adopting the same regulations as the 
State would result in less confusion and easier enforcement.  It would also allow Downers Grove businesses 
to remain competitive as surrounding communities are currently allowing Happy Hours.  

Several licensees have contacted the Village regarding Happy Hours, and have all expressed support for the 
proposed amendments.

ATTACHMENTS

Ordinance
Minutes
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ORDINANCE NO. _____

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
THE SALE AND PROMOTION OF ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR

BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove in DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:  (Additions are indicated by shading/underline; deletions by strikeout):

Section 1. That Section 3.33.1. is hereby amended to read as follows:

3.33.1. Limitations on the sale and promotion of alcoholic liquor on licensed premises.
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any licensee, or any employee or agent of any licensee, on licensed premises 
where alcoholic liquor is sold or offered for sale for consumption thereon, to engage in any of the following 
practices:

(1)  Deliver two (2) or more drinks to any one person at one time, except in conformance with this 
sectionSell more than one (1) drink of alcoholic liquor for the price of one (1) drink of alcoholic liquor;

(2)  Sell, offer for sale, or deliver to any person an unlimited number of drinks during any set period 
of time for a fixed price, except at private functions not open to the public; or as part of a "party package" in 
accordance with the regulations set forth in Section 6-28.5 (235 ILCS 5/6-28.5) of the Illinois Liquor 
Control Act, as may be amended from time to time.

(3)  Sell, offer for sale, or deliver drinks to any person or group of persons on any one day at prices 
less than those charged the general public on that entire day, except at private functions not open to the 
public;

(4)  Increase the volume of alcoholic liquor contained in a drink without a proportionate increase in 
the price charged for such drink as compared to prices during the same calendar week;

(54)  Encourage or permit on the licensed premises any game or contest which involves drinking or 
the awarding of drinks as prizes.

(65)  Sell, offer for sale, or deliver to any person or group of persons a bottle of distilled spirits. 
(db)  Nothing contained in this section shall prohibit a licensee from engaging in any of the following 
practices:

(1)  Offering free food or entertainment at any time;
(2)  Offering a drink as part of a meal or hotel services package;
(3)  Offering free tastings in accordance with State law;
(4)  Offering room service to registered guests in hotels licensed for such service.;
(5)  Offering "Happy Hour" sales of alcoholic liquor in compliance with regulations set forth in the 

Illinois Liquor Control Act (235 ILCS 5/6-28.5), as may be amended from time to time.  
(56)  Selling or delivering any container (including, but not limited to buckets, pitchers, carafes or 

bottles) of alcoholic liquor provided:
a.  Containers shall not exceed sixty-four (64) ounces of beer; 750 ml of wine, or no more than two 

(2) types of spirits combined with non-alcoholic beverages or mixers (i.e. margaritas) in a sixty-four (64) 
ounce container shall be served in the single container for on-premise consumption. Said container shall 
only be delivered to two (2) or more persons of twenty-one (21) years of age or older, at one time.  

b.  A single container shall not exceed ninety-six (96) ounces of beer for on-premise consumption 
and shall be delivered to four (4) or more persons twenty-one (21) years of age or older, at one time.  
(bc)  No licensee shall advertise or promote in any way, whether within or outside of the licensed premises, 
any of the practices prohibited under this section.  Specifically, no licensee shall advertise or promote in any 
way, whether on or off-licensed premises, any of the practices prohibited under subsections (2) and (3) of 
this Section.  This includes but is not limited to, advertisements using the words "free",or "complimentary", 
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"open bar" or "unlimited drinks" in regard to alcoholic liquor.
(cd)  It is intended that the service of alcohol is merely an adjunct to the meals offered at any restaurant and 
that the restaurant must not be advertised or otherwise held out to be a drinking establishment.
 (Ord. No. 3089, § 1; Ord. No. 3290, § 1.)  

Section 2. That Section 3.33.3. is hereby amended to read as follows:

3.33.3. Training Required.
(a)  Off-premise Lliquor license holders shall be required to have all employees who serve, sell or 

distribute alcoholic liquor successfully complete a certified training program and maintain a current effective 
certification from said program upon hire.  

(b)  On-premise liquor license holders shall be required to have all employees who serve, sell or 
distribute alcoholic liquor successfully complete a BASSETT certified training program and maintain a 
current effective certification from said program upon hire.  

(bc)  Proof of Educational Training Compliance.  Prior to license issuance or upon application for 
liquor license renewal, the licensee shall supply the Village a list of all employees and a copy of course 
completion certificate(s) of the certified training program.

(cd)  Failure to comply with the provisions of this Section may subject the licensee to the penalties 
for violation, as established in Article V hereof, up to and including revocation of the license.

Section 3.  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed.

Section 4.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication in 

the manner provided by law.

                              Mayor

Passed:
Published:
Attest:
            Village Clerk
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