
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Bid for Inspection and Assessment of the Eleven Foot 
Diameter Storm Sewer (DR-041)

Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract for Engineering Services for the inspection and assessment of the 
11' Diameter Storm Sewer to HBK Engineering, LLC of Chicago, Illinois in an amount of $138,521.90, 
which includes a 10% contingency.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015 to 2017 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY16 budget includes $85,000 in the Stormwater Fund for consultant services for this project. 
Sufficient savings from other stormwater-funded projects in 2016 have been achieved to offset the 
additional cost for this project. The award amount includes a contingency amount for additional costs for 
pumping and inspection, if necessary, due to potential weather-related impacts.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the August 9, 2016 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

One of the main drainage corridors in Downers Grove, St. Joseph Creek, is conveyed through the 
Downtown Business District via an 11’ diameter storm sewer.  This storm sewer, which begins on the 
upstream end east of Village Hall and ends at Gilbert and Carpenter, is located beneath street pavement, 
parking lots, and building structures. As such, the condition of this pipe is critical to not only the on-going 
proper function of the Village’s drainage system, but also the economic vitality of the downtown.  In May 
2014, the Village procured a preliminary assessment of portions of this pipe that were visible without the 
need for diving equipment or pumping.  The preliminary report included a recommendation to perform a 
detailed inspection of the entire pipe.

In May 2016, the Village issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) for this project.  Two consultants responded 
to the RFP.  The major work items included in the proposal’s scope of services include:

 Dewatering and maintaining the pipe in a dry condition during the inspections
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 Condition assessment and video coverage of the entire interior of the pipe, with a corresponding 
written report detailing pipe size(s), pipe and joint materials, and any deficiencies noted, utilizing 
easily definable locations.

 Condition assessment and video coverage of all structures (both visible at the surface and buried) 
and blind pipe connections.

 Sediment depths and locations.
 Location and composition of any significant obstructions to flow.
 Analysis, including preliminary assessment of severity, for each significant defect noted.
 Photos of all areas of interest, including any significant deficiencies, all manholes and any pipe 

connections.
 Tunnel survey showing the exact dimensions and location (matching Village’s coordinate 

system) of pipe and delivery of survey files.
 Delivery of Condition Assessment Report which will include prioritization of needed repairs and 

conceptual budgetary costs for each.

Upon receipt and review of the completed report staff will procure engineering and construction services as 
needed to address identified deficiencies.

The cost of this work is approximately $54,000 more than the amount budgeted for this project. This work is 
very specialized and during the preparation of the budget staff did not find comparable projects within the 
Village or the region to assist with providing comparable cost information. It was initially thought that 
inspection could occur without dewatering the pipe; however, it was determined that while less expensive, 
that approach would result in a poorer quality result and the potential to miss important information about 
the pipe’s condition.  Because this is a critical part of the Village’s stormwater system it is staff’s opinion 
that the additional cost is justified for this project. 

After reviewing the proposals, HBK Engineering, LLC was identified as the firm whose proposal best met 
the needs of the Village.  They have successfully performed similar work for multiple utility companies and 
agencies/municipalities including the City of Chicago and the Chicago Transit Authority. Staff recommends 
award of this contract to HBK Engineering, LLC.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
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