
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Electronics Recycling 
Michael Baker
Deputy Village Manager

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract to Elgin Recycling for recycling of electronic materials with an 
estimated cost of $17,600.  If approved, this service will be provided as part of the 2016 Recycling 
Extravaganza. 

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015-17 include Steward of Financial, Environmental and Neighborhood Sustainability and 
Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY16 budget includes $5,000 in the General Fund for expenses related to the annual Recycling 
Extravaganza. 

BACKGROUND

Since 2009, the Village has held an annual Recycling Extravaganza in the early Fall. This event allows all 
participants to drop off material at the location of the event to be recycled at no direct cost.  All individuals 
who bring materials eligible for collection can participate and there have never been any restrictions based 
on residence.  Items collected include electronics, batteries, flags, fire extinguishers, clothing, scrap metal 
and furniture and other small household items. In recent years, there has also been a vendor available for 
paper shredding and document destruction. 

As are result of state restrictions imposed in 2012 on the disposal of electronics as part of regular solid 
waste collection, electronics recycling has been heavily utilized.  84,126 pounds of electronics were 
collected at the event in 2015.   Vendor costs for the 2015 Recycling Extravaganza are listed below:

2015 Recycling Extravaganza Event Vendor Expenses

Vendor 2015 Expense

UPDATE & RECOMMENDATION
This item was discussed at the August 2, 2016 Village Council meeting. Staff recommends approval 
on the August 9, 2016 Active Agenda. 
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Electronics Recycling - based on weight of material collected $4,581.96

Document Destruction $700.00

Battery Recycling ($376.68)*

Total Vendor Expense $4,905.28

*The Village gets a small amount of revenue for recycling batteries

During the planning of the 2016 Recycling Extravaganza, staff was notified by New Life Electronics 
Recycling, the 2015 vendor, of additional charges for their electronics recycling services. Staff issued a 
Request for Proposal and received responses from two vendors: Elgin Recycling and Republic Services. 
 The table below summarizes the projected expenses with the estimated costs for both of the vendors, as 
well as additional vendor costs. The projections assume similar weight of electronics collected in 2016 as in 
2015.   

Year

Vendor 2016 Projected Expenses

Elgin Recycling (low bid) $17,579.45

Republic Services $22,900.00

Document Destruction $700.00

Battery Recycling ($376.68)

Total Vendor Expense (with Elgin) $17,902.77

If a contract for electronics recycling is approved, the 2016 Recycling Extravaganza would be scheduled for 
September 10, prior to the Amnesty Day collection.  The event would be extensively promoted to Village 
residents. 

There are alternative programs available for electronics recycling which the Village regularly informs 
interested residents about.  The most conveniently accessible program is offered by the Downers Grove 
Township and occurs monthly at their site on Quincy Street in Westmont.  Participants who want to recycle 
televisions and computer monitors are required to obtain a prepaid coupon prior to drop off these electronics 
at the event.  More information regarding this program can be found on the attached flyer from the 
Township.   Upcoming Township events are scheduled for August 20 and September 17.  Additional 
information provided by DuPage County is also attached.  

Staff did communicate with Township Officials to understand how their existing program could potentially 
work in conjunction with a Village Recycling Extravaganza.  Given the prepaid requirement for 
participation, staff feels that it would be difficult to successfully incorporate this type of program into the 
manner in which the Recycling Extravaganza has been conducted in the past.  In the event that the Village 
Council does not proceed with the electronics recycling contract in 2016, the Village will continue to 
promote the Township’s program.  
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ATTACHMENTS

Elgin Recycling Contract
Downers Grove Township Electronics Recycling Program Flyer
DuPage County Electronics Recycling Information
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TOWNSHIP HIGHWAY GARAGE • 318 EAST QUINCY STREET • WESTMONT, IL 60559

QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL: (630)719-6625

TV’S WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT PAID RECEIPT, NO EXCEPTIONS!

ELECTRONIC RECYCLING IS BACK

#1: FILL OUT FORM #2: ADD QUANTITIES #3: PAY FEE #4: PRINT RECEIPT

- MUST SHOW RECEIPT AT LOCATION! -

We are happy to announce that the Downers Grove Township Highway Department has entered into a
contract with AVA E-Recycling to resume our electronic recycling program. There will be a few changes
to our program, we’ll no longer be accepting audio or video cassettes as well as CD’s. All TV’s will need to
have a prepaid coupon from AVA to be accepted. Prices for TV’s range from fifteen dollars to sixty dollars
and a copy of the coupon can be taken to AVA’s retail store in Glendale Heights to be used as cash
towards the purchase of refurbished electronic equipment.

Prices for recyclingPrices for recycling TV’s and coupon purchases can be obtained by going to AVA’s website at
avarecycling.com and clicking on the municipal box on the top left portion of the screen.

Our first event is scheduled for March 19th, and will run from 8 am – 12 pm at the Township Highway
Garage, 318 East Quincy Street, Westmont IL 60559. Other events will follow on the third Saturday of
each month at the same time and location, unless that date falls on a holiday weekend.

As always the events close promptly at noon and electronics can only be dropped off on event dates.
drop offs out side of designated hours are not allowed.

For further information, please call For further information, please call Downers Grove Township Highway Department at (630)719-6625.

Sincerely, Lawrence “Andy” Anderson - Highway Commissioner

$60-PROJECTION TV$60-CABINET TV

$40-FLAT SCREEN$30-TV OVER 18"$15-TV/MONITOR UNDER 18"
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