
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Motion to Approve Payment to DU-COMM for Microwave 
Communications Link

Kurt Bluder
Chief

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to approve payment to DU-COMM for the purchase and installation of a microwave 
communications link as part of the 2017 Village consolidation with DU-COMM for emergency dispatching 
services. The one-time cost of the microwave link is $68,238.02, and is eligible for reimbursement in FY17 
by the DuPage County Emergency Telephone System Board (ETSB).

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015-2017 include Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT

The proposed FY17 budget includes $60,000 in the General Fund for this purchase.   

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the October 11, 2016 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

In July of 2016, the Village of Downers Grove entered into an intergovernmental agreement with DuPage 
Public Safety Communications (DU-COMM) for the delivery of emergency dispatching services, beginning 
in the spring of 2017.  As part of the consolidation process, the Village must establish network connectivity 
to DU-COMM for 9-1-1 phone service, audible fire station alerting, and VHF fire radio transmissions.  
Nokia has provided DU-COMM with a quote for the purchase and installation of a microwave 
communications link between DU-COMM and the Village of Downers Grove.  The Nokia quote is the 
result of a Request for Proposals (RFP) issued and published in accordance with DU-COMM’s purchasing 
policy.

DU-COMM will rebill the Village for the cost of the microwave communications link upon completion of 
the installation in the spring of 2017.  The cost of this one-time purchase is eligible for reimbursement by 
the DuPage County Emergency Telephone System Board, pursuant to the ETSB policy on Public Safety 
Answering Point (PSAP) consolidations.
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