
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contract to Purchase Road Salt from State of Illinois 
Contract

Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested for the following purchases totaling $162,176:
 Bulk road salt from Cargill Incorporated Salt Division of North Olmsted, Ohio for snow and ice 

control via the State of Illinois contract at a cost of $64.24 per ton and a not-to-exceed cost of 
$122,056. 

 ClearLane® Enhanced Deicing Salt from Cargill Incorporated Salt Division of North Olmsted, Ohio 
as a sole source supplier at a contract cost of $80.24 per ton and a not-to-exceed cost of $40,120.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015-2017 include Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY16 Budget includes $225,000 in the General Fund, and the Proposed FY17 Budget includes 
$210,000 in the General Fund (5-21, line 2) for these purchases. 

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the November 1, 2016 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

On March 22, 2016, Village Council authorized joint purchase agreements with both the State of Illinois and 
DuPage County for the purchase of salt. These two contracts combine the needs of multiple governmental 
entities across the county and state into single bid documents in an effort to consolidate buying power. 
DuPage County issued a call for bids in April and the low bid was submitted by Compass Minerals at a 
contract cost of $56.35 per ton. The Village Council approved a contract with Compass Minerals for 2,600 
tons of road salt in the amount of $146,510 on May 17, 2016.

The Village was one of several contract holders under the State of Illinois bid that had the ability to renew 
their contracts in lieu of participating in a new 2016-17 call for bids. Under the terms of the contract 
renewal, the price could have increased from up to 10% over last season’s price. With this option, the 
Village’s price could not have been more than $70.66 per ton. The State has completed the renewal process 
for salt procurement and the Village has received a contract unit price of $64.24 per ton which is the same 
price as last year. 
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This purchase recommendation from Cargill Inc. includes 500 tons of Cargill’s ClearLane®, a proprietary, 
pre-treated enhanced deicing salt. Each year as part of the State’s bidding process, vendors are surveyed for 
availability of an enhanced rock salt option. Cargill’s ClearLane® salt is available to any joint purchasing 
participant awarded in the Cargill contract as an upcharge per ton option and is added as a separate line 
item. The enhanced salt features pre-treatment direct from the vendor with a product that provides enhanced 
melting performance with reduced corrosion and clumping. The per ton unit cost to purchase pre-treated salt 
directly from Cargill is comparable to the Village pre-treating the salt stockpile on-site, is more efficient, 
and is expected to result in a better quality product. Staff plans to dedicate the use of ClearLane® to a 
defined snow route this winter to observe its performance. 

A summary of the Village’s rock salt supply plans for 2016/17 is shown in the table below.

Staff is confident that the amount of salt requested, along with the use of anti-icing agents and our salt 
storage capacity, will provide the material resources necessary to meet the service objectives described in 
the Village Snow Removal and Ice Control Policy in a cost effective manner.

ATTACHMENTS

State of Illinois Joint Salt Purchasing Form

Vendor Price Per Ton Minimum 
Amount (Tons)

100% Allocation
(Tons)

Maximum 
Amount (Tons)

Compass Minerals $56.35 1,600 2,000 2,600
Cargill Inc. $64.24, $80.24 (ClearLane®) 1,600 2,000 2,400
Total 3,200 4,000 5,000
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