
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Professional Services for Summit Street Water Tower Rehabilitation
Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to award a contract for professional services for the Summit Street Water Tower 
Rehabilitation, to Tank Industry Consultants of Indianapolis, Indiana in the amount of $91,581, which 
includes a 5% contingency amount.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015-2017 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The total cost for 2016 for these services will be approximately $20,000. The FY16 budget includes $30,000 
in the Water Fund (Page 4-35, line 17) and the Proposed FY17 budget includes $500,000 in the Water Fund 
(Page 4-25, line 17) for this project.

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the November 15, 2016 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

The Summit Street water tower serves the Village’s water system as the oldest of the seven elevated water 
storage tanks and has the following characteristics:

 Located on the south side of Summit Street adjacent to Fire Station 2. 
 Constructed in 1938 at a cost of $51,500, of which $26,181 was a federal PWA grant, 
 Stores 500,000 gallons of water, and 
 Multi-leg tower of welded steel construction. 

The last significant maintenance project for this tower was completed in 1996. In 2013, the Village 
conducted an inspection of the tower and found that the tower’s coating system was deteriorating and there 
were safety-related as well as operational deficiencies that need to be rectified. The improvements are 
planned to be performed in 2017 by a contractor under a separate contract that will include:  

 Abrasive blast interior cleaning and high pressure spot exterior cleaning and re-coating for corrosion 
protection, and

 Safety improvements including installing a 42 inch high railing and painter’s rigging rail on the roof, 
a wet interior ladder with a fall prevention device, and replacing the sidewall and roof ladders with a 
vertical ladder and step-off platform.
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The purpose of this contract for services is to engage a consultant with expertise and experience in this 
highly specialized area who will:

 Update the 2013 field evaluation of the tower,
 Prepare detailed construction drawings, specifications and cost estimates for the Village to engage a 

contractor for the work, 
 Assist staff with the review of bidders and bidding documents, 
 Provide construction oversight and contract administration, and 
 Conduct a first anniversary warranty inspection.  

There is a chance that the scope of this project, and the engineering and rehabilitation costs involved, will 
change depending on the results of the update of the 2013 field evaluation of the tower. For example, if the 
adhesion of the exterior coating has worsened, spot cleaning may not be a viable option for repainting. The 
current coating adhesion will be ascertained prior to preparation of specifications for repairs and 
rehabilitation to determine the most cost-effective, long-range coating system for the tank.

The Village posted a Request for Proposal for professional services for this project in August 2016 and three 
firms submitted proposals for the project. Village staff recommends award of this contract for professional 
services to Tank Industry Consultants based on their approach and understanding of the project, their 
capability to perform the work, and their experience with similar projects. In 2012, Tank Industry 
Consultants satisfactorily completed the same services for the Village for the Maple Avenue Tower. They 
have successfully designed and overseen similar water tower rehabilitation projects for American Water, the 
Town of Normal, and Citizens Energy Group. Tank Industry Consultants provides professional engineering 
services for more than 500 water storage tank projects annually.

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents
Contractor Evaluation
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Village of Downers Grove 
Contractor Evaluation

Contractor: Tank Industry Consultants

Project: Maple Avenue Water Tower Rehabilitation

Primary Contact: Mike Doolittle Phone: 1-317-271-3100  

Time Period: 2012 – 2013

On Schedule: X yes   no

Provide details if early or late completion:  Completion of this project was delayed as 
a result of the unprecedented drought and higher than average daily water use. TIC 
ensured that the contractor worked diligently toward completion while meeting contract 
specifications.

Change Orders (attach information if needed): In 2011, the Village entered into a 
contract with Tank Industry Consultants for design and construction observation for the 
Maple Avenue Water Tower Rehabilitation project. The drought conditions of that 
summer delayed the start of the project and high winds and rain lengthened the 
construction time frame in the fall. As a result, additional on-site observation time was 
needed to provide the optimal level of oversight and quality control. Staff and TIC 
originally expected 13-15 weeks of construction observation, but their resident observer 
was needed for 16.5 weeks.

Difficulties / Positives: TIC did well preparing the specifications and inspecting the 
work of the contractor. Their work ultimately resulted in a quality project that will ensure 
that the Maple tower remains in service for years to come.

Interaction with public:

X  excellent    good    average    poor

(Attach information on any complaints or compliments)

General Level of Satisfaction with work: 
 
X  Well Satisfied    Satisfied    Not Satisfied

Should the Village contract  with this vendor in the future?  X Yes    No

Reviewer:  Stan Balicki

Date: June 8, 2015
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