
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contracts for Localized Poor Drainage Area Analyses
Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

Resolutions have been prepared requesting authorization to execute contracts to the following firms to 
provide engineering studies of localized poor drainage areas within each of the Village’s watersheds for a 
total cost of $212,914.90. The costs by firm are broken out below: 

Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd. $72,160.00 
Engineering Resource Associates, Inc. $41,275.30 
Clark Dietz, Inc.             $39,600.00 
V3 Companies of Illinois, Ltd. $59,879.60 
Each contract includes a specified, not-to-exceed amount, plus a 10% contingency.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015-2017 include Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The FY16 Budget and FY17 Proposed Budget provides a total of $700,000 in the Stormwater Fund (Page 4-
29, line 17 and Page 4-21, line 1, respectively) for these contracts.  

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the November 22, 2016 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

In 2007, the Village contracted with the above four engineering firms to study the four watersheds within 
Downers Grove: St. Joseph ​Creek ​North, St. Joseph​ Creek South, Lacey Creek and Prentiss Creek. The four 
watersheds are shown on the attached map. One component of these studies was to determine the level of 
flooding within Localized Poor Drainage Areas (LPDAs).  An LPDA i​s defined as​ a​ depressional area that 
contain​s water from runoff at depths in excess of one (1) foot, and that have a tributary area of at least three 
(3) acres. LPDAs are regulated by the Village in a similar manner as floodplains with respect to structures 
that can be constructed within them. 

Downers Grove has striven to provide accurate flooding and drainage information to property owners and 
developers and the current information is in need of updating for two reasons:

11/22/201611/22/201611/22/201611/22/2016

RES 2016-7155 Page 1 of 19



 First, more accurate data will be used to determine their boundaries and high water levels.  The 
current determinations were established using primarily County, two​-​foot​ (2')​ topographic maps and 
GIS data. Staff is proposing to supplement this data with more accurate field data. 

 ​Secondly, there have been significant changes in the Village in the past 10 years that impact LPDAs. 
These changes include redevelopment of private properties as well as the construction of numerous 
stormwater and cost-share projects in each of the watersheds. 

Staff recommends updating the existing studies that were completed for each watershed utilizing the 
services of the consulting firms that completed the original hydrologic and hydraulic models in their 
respective watersheds.​

ATTACHMENTS

Resolutions
Agreements 
Watershed Exhibit
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RESOLUTION NO.          

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE 

AND ENGINEERING RESOURCE ASSOCIATES, INC.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove, DuPage County, 

Illinois, as follows:

1. That the form and substance of a certain Agreement (the "Agreement"), plus a ten percent 

(10%) contingency, between the Village of Downers Grove (the "Village") and Engineering Resource 

Associates, Inc.  (the "Consultant"), for engineering consulting services to update the base flood 

elevations (BFEs) for localized poor drainage areas (LPDAs) in the St. Joseph Creek South watershed, as 

set forth in the form of the Agreement submitted to this meeting with the recommendation of the Village 

Manager, is hereby approved.

2. That the Village Manager and Village Clerk are hereby respectively authorized and 

directed for and on behalf of the Village to execute, attest, seal and deliver the Agreement, substantially in 

the form approved in the foregoing paragraph of this Resolution, together with such changes as the 

Manager shall deem necessary.

3. That the proper officials, agents and employees of the Village are hereby authorized and 

directed to take such further action as they may deem necessary or appropriate to perform all obligations 

and commitments of the Village in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement.

4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this 

Resolution are hereby repealed.

5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as 

provided by law.

                                                             
Mayor

Passed:
Attest:                                                    
                Village Clerk
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