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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

2/7/2017
SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:
Stan Popovich, AICP
Historic Landmark - 4437 Seeley Avenue Director of Community Development

SyYNOPSIS

A resolution has been prepared to designate the house at 4437 Seeley Avenue a historic landmark.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT
The goals for 2015-2017 include Steward of Financial, Environmental and Neighborhood Sustainability.

FISCAL IMPACT
N/A

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the February 14, 2017 active agenda per the unanimous recommendation of the Architectural
Design Review Board. The ADRB found that the proposed landmark meets the landmark designation
criteria found in Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance.

BACKGROUND

The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their property at 4437 Seeley Avenue
under criteria 12.302.B.2 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance: the property was owned by a person of
historic significance to the community. The house was constructed in the early 1840s by Pierce Downer.

Notable Person

Pierce Downer (1782 - 1863) was the founder and first settler of the Village of Downers Grove and the
Downers Grove Township. He arrived in the area, now called Downers Grove in honor of him, in 1832 and
camped alone in the grove of oak trees. The Pierce Downer house was built in the early 1840s. The original
160 acres of the Downer farm and the house remained in the family for 92 years until the farm passed out of
the family and was reduced to 83 acres. On August 24, 1924, the area was annexed to Downers Grove. He
was a leader of the early settlers in the grove. With his towering personality and good reputation, he was
often made the arbiter of disputes between the settlers. He was an abolitionist, a farmer and an educator.

Analysis of Significance

The proposal complies with the following criteria for Landmark Designation: Section 12.302.A and
12.302.B.2. The house was constructed in the early 1840s and is thus over 50 years of age as required by
Section 12.302.A. The property must meet one of the criteria noted in 12.302.B and does meet criteria
12.302.B.2 as the house was owned by a person of historic significance to the community. Pierce Downer
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was the founder and first settler of the Village of Downers Grove and the Downers Grove Township. He
was a community leader of the early settlers of Downers Grove and the Village was named after him.

Public Comment
Three members of the public spoke in support of the petition at the January 18, 2017 ADRB meeting.

ATTACHMENTS

Resolution

Aerial Map

Staff Report with attachments dated January 18, 2017

Minutes of the Architectural Design Review Board Hearing dated January 18, 2017
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RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION GRANTING HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION
FOR 4437 SEELEY AVENUE

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove has adopted an Ordinance entitled the
"Historic Preservation Ordinance"; and

WHEREAS, Section 12-301 of the Municipal Code sets forth landmark designation
procedures for areas, properties, buildings, structures, objects and sites; and

WHEREAS, Arthur and Judith Frigo ("Applicant") are the owners of certain property
legally described as follows:

LOT 18 EXCEPT THE NORTH 75 FEET AND EXCEPT THE EAST 100 FEET
THEREOF AND LOT 19 (EXCEPT THE EAST 100 FEET THEREOF) IN

BLOCK 2 IN ARTHUR T. MCINTOSH AND COMPANY’S ADDITION TO
DOWNERS GROVE, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF LOT 2 OF THE PLAT OF
DOWNERS GROVE ESTATES IN THE SOUTH EAST ' OF SECTION 6,

TOWNSHIP 38 NORTH, RANGE 11, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL

MERIDIAN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT OF SAID ARTHUR T.
MCINTOSH AND COMPANY'S ADDITION TO DOWNERS GROVE,
RECORDED JUNE 26, 1924 AS DOCUMENT 179462, IN DUPAGE
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as: 4437 Seeley Avenue, Downers Grove, IL 60515
(PIN 09-06-405-018)

WHEREAS, an early 1840s American Greek Revival Derivative structure once owned
and occupied by Pierce Downer is on the property; and

WHEREAS, on January 18, 2017, the Architectural Design Review Board conducted a
public hearing in connection with the aforesaid application, after notice of said hearing was duly
given; and

WHEREAS, the Board rendered its decision on the aforesaid application, recommending
that the property located at 4437 Seeley Avenue, Downers Grove, Illinois, be granted Historic
Landmark Designation; and

WHEREAS, certain applicable requirements of Section 12-302, Landmark Designation
Criteria, of the Historic Preservation Ordinance relating to the granting of Historic Landmark
Designation have been met.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of
Downers Grove, DuPage County, Illinois, as follows:

Section 1. That the recitals contained in the Preamble hereto are incorporated as part of
this Resolution.

Section 2. That the structure located on the property located at 4437 Seeley Avenue is
hereby granted Historic Landmark Designation.

Page 3 of 39



RES 2017-7243

Section 3. That the Village Clerk is hereby directed to file a certified copy of this
Resolution in the Office of the DuPage County Recorder of Deeds and is further directed to
transmit a copy of this Resolution to Downers Grove Historical Society and the Applicant.

Section 4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of
this Resolution are hereby repealed.

Section 5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage
as provided by law.

Mayor

Passed:
Published:

Attest:

Village Clerk

I\mw!\res.17\4437-Seeley-HistLandmark16-ADR-0010
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Village of'

DUWNERS VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
GRUVE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

FOUNDED IN 1832

> : JANUARY 18, 2017 AGENDA

SUBJECT: TYPE: SuBMITTED BY:

16-ADR-0010 Swati Pandey

4437 Seeley Avenue Designation of a Historic Landmark | Planner
REQUEST

The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their home at 4437 Seeley Avenue based on the
criteria that it was owned by Pierce Downer, a person of historic significance to the community.

NoOTICE
The application has been filed in conformance with applicable procedural and public notice requirements.

GENERAL INFORMATION

OWNER/ Arthur and Judith Frigo
APPLICANT: 4437 Seeley Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515

PROPERTY INFORMATION

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: American Greek Revival Derivative
BUILDING DATE: Early 1840s
HISTORICAL BUILDING USE:  Single Family Residence
EXISTING BUILDING USE: Single Family Residence
PROPERTY SIZE: 24,945 square feet
PIN: 09-06-405-018
ANALYSIS
SUBMITTALS
This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Department of Community
Development:
1. Application/Petition for Public Hearing
2. Project Summary
3. Plat of Survey
4. Certificate of Acknowledgement Form
5. Historic Landmark Information Form
6. Photographs
7. Newspaper articles
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16-ADR-0010, 4437 Seeley Avenue Page 2
January 18, 2017

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The petitioners are seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for their property at 4437 Seeley Avenue
under criteria 12.302.B.2 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance: the property was owned and occupied
by a person of historic significance to the community. The property is known as the Pierce Downer
house.

Pierce Downer (1782 - 1863) was the founder and first settler of the Village of Downers Grove and the
Downers Grove Township. He arrived in the area, now called Downers Grove, in 1832 and camped alone
in the grove of oak trees. He staked his claim to the surrounding 160 acres of prairie and timberland, and
completed a log cabin on his land by the winter of 1832. The Pierce Downer house was built in the early
1840s. The original 160 acres of the Downer farm and the house remained in the family for 92 years until
the farm passed out of the family and was reduced to 83 acres. On August 24, 1924, the area was annexed
to Downers Grove.

Pierce Downer was a leader of the early settlers in the grove. With his towering personality and good
reputation, he was often made the arbiter of disputes between the settlers. He was an abolitionist, a farmer
and an educator. He built the Pierce Downer home on the highest ground of the farmland, south of the
Southwestern Plank Road, which is present day Ogden Avenue. The home was a one-story structure with
an east facing front door and an attached barn/summer kitchen to the west. After Seeley Avenue was
built, the summer kitchen was demolished probably to make way for the road. The orientation of the
house changed with the front door moving west towards Seeley Avenue. The angled location of the house
is due to the construction of the street occurring after the construction of the house.

The Pierce Downer home is currently situated at its original location on the property. The house over the
years has had major renovations, but the overall shape and massing of the original house has been
maintained. Best efforts have been made to replace the original materials with similar items such as
clapboard siding to maintain the appearance of the home. The rear additions to the house were completed
in the 1970s and 1980s. Some of the remaining notable elements of the original home are the exterior
basement entrance to the south of the house, stone foundation walls and the hand-hewn timber joist in
basement.

COMPLIANCE WITH HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE

The petitioner has outlined the request in the attached narrative letter, excerpts from books, newspaper
articles and photographs. The petitioner will further address the proposal and justification to support the
requested landmark designation at the public hearing.

Landmark designations require evaluation based on Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance, Landmark Designation Criteria. Staff finds the request complies with Section 12.302A and
Section 12.302.B, as described below.

Section 12.302.A.

The proposed landmark is either over fifty (50) years old, in whole or in part, or is under fifty (50)
years of age and possesses exceptional importance such as might be recognized immediately for its
reflection of an extraordinary political event or architectural innovation; and

The house was constructed in the early 1840s and is one of the oldest remaining structures in Downers
Grove. This standard is met.

Section 12.302.B
That one or more of the following conditions exist:
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16-ADR-0010, 4437 Seeley Avenue Page 3
January 18, 2017

1. The property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of
the community, county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.

2. The property was owned by a person or persons of historic significance to the community,
county, State or Nation;
Staff finds the property was built and owned by a person of historic significance to the community.
Pierce Downer was the founder and first settler of the Village of Downers Grove and the Downers
Grove Township. He was a community leader of the early settlers of Downers Grove. This criteria
has been met.

3. The property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period, style,
type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials;
This criteria does not apply.

4. The property represents notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose
individual work has influenced the development of the community, county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.

5. An area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory.
This criteria does not apply.

6. A source of civic pride or identity for the community.
This criteria does not apply.

7. The property is included in the National Register of Historic Places.
This criteria does not apply.

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENT
Staff received one general inquiry from the public regarding the proposal at this time.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff finds the petition complies with the criteria in Section 12.302 for Landmark Designation. Based on
the findings above, staff recommends that the Architectural Design Review Board makes a positive
recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status of 4437 Seeley Avenue.

Staff Report Approved By:

Stan Popovich, AICP
Director of Community Development

SP:sp

-att

P:\P&CD\PROJECTS\ADRB\PROJECTS\2016 Petitions\16-ADR-0010- 4437 Seeley Avenue Landmark\Staff Report 16-ADR-0010 4437
Seeley Avenue.doc
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Historic Landmark
Information Form

Property Address 4437 Seeley Avenue Downers Grove, IL. 60515

Date of Construction early 1840s

Architectural Style American Greek Revival Derivative

Architect (if known) Pierce Downer

Number of Stories 2 o Basement (Y/N) Y¢S

Foundation Materials (Concrete, Concrete Block, Wood, Stone, Brick, N/A)

Fieldstone with hand hewn logs as support beams (concrete footings added as support in 2004)

Exterior Wall Materials (Concrete, Wood, Stone, Brick, Vinyl, Other, N/A)

James Haardie Exterior Fiber-Cement Siding

Roof Type (Gabled, Cross-Gabled, Hipped, Hipped-Gable, Shed, Gambrel, Flat, Other, N/A)
Gabled

Roof Materials (Metal, Wood Shingle, Wood Shake, Composition, Slate, Tile, Other, N/A)

Composition

Window Type (Double-Hung, Awning, Casement, Hopper, Other, N/A)

Double—Hug 6/6 in ori__gi_nal house and 1977 addition, casement in 1985 addition

Window Materials (Wood, Aluminum, Vinyl, Other, N/A)

exterior vinyl clad wood

Door Type (Panel, Flush, Transom, N/A) and Materials (Wood, Metal, Glass, N/A) l

six panel wood interior doors, exterior 6 panel metal

Other significant exterior architectural features (Accessory Structures, Arches, Porches, Towers, Brick Course, etc.)
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We are the owners of 4437 Seeley Avenue, Downers Grove, lllinois, also known as the Pierce
Downer Home. We are petitioning the Architectural Design Review Board to designate this
property as a Historic Landmark. Under Section 12.302 Landmark Designation Criteria, the
home is A. over 50 years old and B. (2) The property was owned or occupied by a person or
persons of historical significance to the community and county. Pierce Downer is the founder
of both the Downers Grove Township and the Village of Downers Grove. Furthermore, his 22-
year-old daughter, Adeline Downer, who joined her father in 1834 to keep house for him, is the
first non-native, white woman in Downers Grove,

Pierce Downer was born in Connecticut in 1782. His father was active with the Green Mountain
Boys and at some point in time Pierce Downer moved with his parents to the territory admitted
to the United States in 1791 and called Vermont. As a young man he left Rutland, Jefferson
County, Vermont, and moved to Ellisburg in upstate New York. There he met and married Lucy
Ann, a young widow. They settled down to farm and rear a family, giving birth to 6 children, 4
of which survived past infancy. When the oldest, a twin, Stephen, left home to seek his
independence, he came to the pioneer village of Chicago at Fort Dearborn. He was a
stonemason, one of three to build Fort Dearborn’s first lighthouse in 1831. It collapsed within a
few months of completion but Stephen was kept on to build a second replacement lighthouse.
Having seen some of the fertile prairies west of the fort he sent word to his father that there
was excellent land for farming. Under the Pre-emption Law of 1830 this land could be claimed.
Pierce left his wife and remaining children and traveled west. Once at the confluence of the
north and south branches of the Chicago River, he took an old Indian trail that ran southwest. It
was May 1832, and Pierce Downer came by horseback alone. He rode tall in his saddle, his
height being 6 foot 4 inches. Subsequent settlers described him as having a lean, muscular
body, “a man of unusual physical powers, energetic and capable of great endurance.” He was
50 when he made his journey. He had ridden 3 days west of Chicago looking with purpose for
suitable and to settle. He saw what he later described as high ground with an oak grove were
he camped. Seeing the trees surrounded by rich prairie, all in Spring flower, he decided this
was where he would make his claim. He bent saplings to the ground and secured them with a
stake to mark the claim and later paid the price for his 160 acres of $1.25 per acre. Although
the Black Hawk Indian War was forcing the new settlers of the Naper Colony back to Fort
Dearborn for safety, Mr. Downer met friendly Potawatomi with their Chief Waubonsee.
Waubonsee wisely recognized the advantage of cultivating the good will of the white man and
this encouraged Pierce Downer to establish his claim. He completed a log cabin on his land by
the winter of 1832. Our present home was built on the sit sometime between 1836 (the arrival
of his wife Lucy Ann and younger children) and 1844, when shown on an old schematic map of
dwellings not as a log cabin but a clapboard house. At the time of the Downers Grove
Sesquicentennial (1982 when the town was 150 years old), descendants of Pierce Downer
staged a large family reunion to coincide with the village celebrations. They were guests in our
home from across the United States. The older generations recalled more oral tradition than
the young, but most said they had always been told Pierce and Lucy Ann’s house was built in
the early 1840’s. In any case, Pierce lived alone in his log cabin for two years. In 1834 his 22 —
year- old daughter, Adeline Downer, joined him but fell in love with another new settler, Gary
Smith. In 1835 they married and built the first frame house on property claimed by her brother
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Stephen but subsequently deeded to she and her husband. Their home has been razed but
stood for many years on the NE corner of Carpenter and Maple Avenue. In any case, our home,
the Pierce Downer home was built on the highest ground he could see, and not very far south
from that original Indian trail he first traveled. The trail was planked and referred to as the
Southwestern Plank Road, which years later became present day Ogden Avenue. It also
became a stagecoach route from Chicago in 1851. On the 1850 Federal Census there was no
street address listed for the Downers Family, just a family enumeration number. The home was
simply a farmhouse sitting on the highest point on his farm. The orientation of the house was
to the East, as many homes were built then. This was for both the belief that eastward facing
homes brought good luck and to take advantage of perceived longer hours of sunlight in pre gas
and electric days. The original house shows in all photographs a one story rough sawn structure
covered with barn siding that went off the back, or west, of the home. This was used as the
kitchen, both to keep the summer heat away from the main house, but most importantly with
the open fires used for cooking, it decreased the risk of fire destroying the entire residence.
While the town of Downers Grove prospered and had many subdivisions added, the Downers
family kept their farm intact with no roads running through it. One of the Downers
descendants in 1982 did point out to Mrs. Pauline Wandschneider, Village Historian, and myself
that there was a lane that connected the farmhouse with Old Plank Road and even now one can
make out several of the large trees that lined the lane. Helen Downer, Pierce’s great
granddaughter, remembers tobacco and corn hanging from the second floor ceiling when she
was a little girl. Pierce Downer could read and write and owned some books, a rarity among
pioneer farmers. Reportedly, he kept a library also on the second floor at the top of the stairs,
some sources calling it a “large library” but it is a very small area (always a closet we were told)
so it is consistent with the adjective “large” just in reference to other settlers owning books.

The Downer farm remained in the Downer family for 92 years. The original 160 acres had been
reduced to 83 acres by time it passed out of the family. A map of the property shows the
smaller farm now in son Elon E. Downer’s name. After Elon died in 1906, his son, James P.
Downer assumed ownership. Old files in the County Recorder’s Office show that James had the
“Downer Estate” surveyed and recorded Feb. 20, 1909. James and his family ran a dairy
business and sold out to the Arthur T. McIntosh Company. This firm subdivided the farm into
the present day streets and home sites. On August 24, 1924, the area was annexed to Downers
Grove. Seeley Avenue was built and the single story summer kitchen structure had to be taken
down so the street could be laid. Although physically the direction of the house was not
altered, what was previously known as the east facing front door became the east facing back
door and the west orientation of the house now had a front door that faced the street. As is
evident on the plat of the property, the house sits at an angle relative to the street because it
was there long before the street. The staircase which in almost all older homes opens off of a
front hallway, in the Downer house, it still opens off the back of the hallway. The original home
also had second floor windows only under the gables and not facing east and west. Those
windows were created in the 1940's by the John Quick family.

Pierce Downer was the acknowledged leader of those first settlers in the grove. Due to his
reputation for honesty and fairness, he was often made the arbiter of disputes arising between
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settlers when courts of law were not accessible. Sometimes others would try to lay claim to
what was already part of his 160 acres. Once, after he was coming back from Chicago with
provisions, he found 2 other settlers erecting a cabin on his property. In his own words he
described cutting a sharp stick from hickory, the kind used for prodding cattle. With this in
hand, he entered into a physical altercation with the men. He reported they never again
bothered him.

The original clapboard house, as seen in all the early pictures, aside from the single story
summer kitchen, looks like it was constructed all at the same tie. However, both in the cellar
foundation and in the corresponding area of construction in the low attic area, the portion of
the house in the northern third is distinctly different from the southern two-thirds. Both
foundations utilize large fieldstones in the walls, but in the older southern section hand hewn
timbers serve as the support beams whereas in the northern section it has rough cut lumber as
its support. Most of the 19* century pictures of the home show the southern gabled exposure.
These pictures clearly show the rough cut stone steps leading to the cellar basement entrance.
Those exact stones are still present today. This cellar entrance served a very important role in
the use of the house as part of the Underground Railroad in the Civil War. Pierce Downer’s
moral integrity and community spirit led him to join other early Downers Grove settlers as
abolitionists. Our house, among others in the village was a station. Escaping slaves were
transported at night in wagons hidden beneath hides and the wagons would be brought to the
cellar entrance where they would be hidden and fed during the daylight hours. Again at night,
they would be moved to the next station. Many times the next stop would be Maywood but if
the cover of darkness was long enough it could be Chicago according to Dr. Glennette Tilly-
Turner, author of the book The Underground Railroad in Illinois. The Pierce Downer House is
pictured in the book. The eventual destination was Canada where there was no slavery, and
was a separate sovereign country which did not have to return the slaves to their owners.
Pierce Downer did not live to see the end of the Civil War. In 1863 there was an outbreak of
disease (thought to be influenza) and Lucy Ann died on March 25, 1863. At the age of 81,
Pierce’s mind was still sharp, his body still with unusual strength, but he died the next day,
March 26, 1863. Because St. Joseph’s Creek had flooded with Spring rains, the wagons carrying
their caskets could not get to the usual Main Street Cemetery and it was Pierce’s request, made
while they were planning on burying his wife, that they both be buried on the farm. Their
cemetery lies off of what is now Linscott Street.

As stated previously, the house remained in the Downer family until 1924. Although the land
was subdivided by the Mcintosh Company, the house itself was purchased by Mr. and Mrs.
Stanley Dubiel who lived there with their 12 children. Although they were the owners of
record, the Dubiels did rent out the house during the depression and it fell on very hard times.
A picture of it from 1939 showed a house that had the original clapboard covered in tar paper
made to look like fake bricks with a front porch addition leaning into the ground. Mrs. Dubiel
sold the house in 1947 to the John Quick family. Mr. and Mrs. Quick literally saved the house
from the wrecking ball since it was ready to be condemned as a fire hazard. They invested in it
during their 20-year period of ownership but “modernized” it to 1950 standards. They offered it
for sale to the Village Council in 1966. It was declined but sold to Rev. Kirby Wahl and his wife
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who briefly owned it for 3 years prior to our purchase in November 1970. At the time we
moved in, the Quicks had put aluminum siding on it, replaced the original 6 over 6 double hung
windows with newer windows and put in a picture window in the kitchen. A second bathroom
was added, but all of the plumbing had separate hot and cold water taps. The dirt cellar floor
was replaced with poured cement. There was plastic tile in turquoise, chartreuse, and pink
covering the kitchen and bathroom walls. The pine floors, which the Quicks said had large
holes looking into the basement, were covered with gray linoleum on the first floor. We
purchased the house our first year of marriage and have lived in it for over 46 years. As we
started our family, safety became an early priority. We replaced the above ground 60-amp
service with underground 200-amp service. Plumbing was redone, the furnace was replaced
with natural gas and the heating oil tanks in the cellar were removed with the old furnace.
There had been no insulation in the attic so we put down rolls of insulation. As finances
permitted, we replaced all the windows in the original house with new, energy efficient double
hung, but we made the windows to look like the original 6/6 ones, not their 1950’s
counterparts with no mullions. When we needed a new roof, the previous 4 roofs were taken
off and we used architect shingles to replicate the thickness of the original roof. Throughout all
of our work bringing the original 2-story portion of the house up to code, architecturally it was
not altered in any way. If anything, as we replaced items we tried to install what could have
been there in the 1840s. We have hardwood floors now, the 8-inch wide aluminum siding was
taken off, the tar paper removed, insulation added, and James Hardie fiber-cement fire-
resistant board was installed to look like the original 4-inch clapboard siding. Trim over the
doors, along:with shutters added, was made to match the pictures we had of the home while it
was still in the Downer family. We have put 2 additions on to the home, one in 1977 and
another with a “new second basement” in 1985. The house has two furnaces, one still-in the
1800s “cellar” and one in the second poured concrete walled basement in the southeast
addition. Again, the original 2-story structure Pierce Downer structure was not changed except
that the back door provides egress into the newer space. The 1977 addition of a family room
and garage we kept to 1-story and the architect brought it off the original 2-story in a sense to
replicate the way the original single story kitchen was adjoined to the house. The 1985 addition
further extended the house, but came off the 1977 construction, not the original house.

Over our 46 years of ownership, many school children have visited it along with Pierce
Downer’s well across the street. It's been depicted on commemorative plates, has had its own
stationary, is on the village afghan, and has found its way into many books and newspaper
articles about the history of our state, region, county and town. Years ago, prior to the
historical museum, we hosted meetings of the Downers Grove Historical Society. Prior to
purchasing the present home used for the museum, the village considered the Pierce Downer
house in the late 1970s but the committee deemed it too small.

Out of 47 years of marriage, this has been our home for 46 years. Our children were born here,
educated from here and married from here. Our neighborhood has seen tremendous change.

- While we have wonderful neighbors, literally the majority of the homes have been completely

razed with new homes built usually to the maximum height and out to the maximum allowed
on the lot lines. Pierce Downer’s “grove of trees” is going too. One house alone had 17 mature
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trees taken down'to make way for the rebuilt house. We truly believe our house, while small
and not as grand as the new construction, is very much historic and we do not ever want to see
it torn down, especially the 1840s 2-story original portion. We respectfully request landmark

status.
Sincerely,

P .
Gtbor O Duyd uotdte F Figgo
Arthur A. Frigo Judith B. Frigo

December 11, 2016
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PLAT OF MORTGAGE INSPECTION
‘Lot 18 fexcept the North 7% feet and exczpl the Esst 100 feel thersof )
anid Lot 19 (ercept the East 100 feel thereof) in 8lock 2 in Arthur T.
M Intosh and Compsany's Addition to Downers Grovs, being a subdivision
or Lot 2 of Lhe Plat of Downers Grove Estates in the South East 1/4 of
Section 6, Township 38 North, kanpe 19, Lozt oF the Third Prircipal
Meridion, according to the Plat of seid A-uhue T, Mcintost and’ :
Company's Addition to Downers Grove, Recorded Jupe 26, 1924 ax Document
179462, in Dupage County, Iilinois :

-

200 PLAT__NORTH LINE OF SOUTH 25" LOT I8 o e T
E " i

e WooD .
OB T SHED &1

-

LSOUTHLINELOT® . . . ... . 0 o e e b
NORTH LINE LOT 9

oo

&
{ o - i&
41 : | !
B T T P T o L " |
s 200" PLAT SOUTH LINE LOT 19 T

Prepared for: Cilizens Federal Savings
707 Ridge Road
Munsler, Indiana

Common Address: 4437 Seeley Slree!
. Downers Grove

STATE OF wumm; i
COUNTY OF LAKE ) 5%

i hdedey cudlity thal fths MORTGAGE INSFECTION was propucid Tor
MOF1GAGE purposes only, and Ihel sad inspuzfion stiows Buandoagy end oul
bulangs 0y lovated on and wiltin lof ines of said propetly ond 1hat no

1 e a0ty on pdiaitg propeety ssereaul b e peapercl) feran oty
sesariped Ty pict shali nel ba coeslived 1o reprasorn] wracl lecalion of
propert) lines

5080 K Stiapes
SHAPIRO 8 ASSOCIATES

NG Rdge Rocd, Monster, ndigny, €837, (29} B3Gah 774

A
3. S FHFIER - L ER s
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Landmark Application Pictures

Pierce Downer in his 50s

Pierce Downer was the founder and first settler of
Downers Grove Township and the Village of Downers
Grove lllinois

(photo courtesy Downers Grove Museum and Downers Grove
Historical Society)

Daughter Adeline Downer

At the age of 22 she came to keep
house for her father, Pierce
Downer, in 1834. She was the first
non-native, white female settler

(photo from book Downers Grove, 1832 to
1982 by Montrew Dunham and Pauline
Wandschneider)

Pierce Downer in his later Years

Founding Father
Community Leader
Property Arbitrator
Farmer

Educator
Abolitionist

Family Patriarch

(photo courtesy Downers Grove Museum and
Downers Grove Historical Society)
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Downers Grove 1870 Landowners’ Map
Elon Downer’s property is outlined in upper left.

1850 United States Federal Census for Pierce Downer
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Pierce Downer House — circa late 1800s
(photo courtesy Downers Grove Historical Museum)

Pierce Downer House — 1905
(photo courtesy Downers Grove Historical Museum)
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Pierce Downer House — 1968
(photo courtesy Downers Grove Historical Museum)

Pierce Downer House and Well — 1982
(photo courtesy Downers Grove Historical Museum)
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1840s hand-hewn timber joist in basement with
present-day smoke and fire alarm

Original stone and mortar
upper basement wall
foundation

Original larger boulders at base
of foundation
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Interior bedroom opened to attic showing original construction
(photographed during 2002 remodeling project)

Interior of original attic
(photographed during 2002 remodeling project)
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House after removal of 1960’s vintage 8-inch aluminum siding and
prior to installation of 4-inch fiber-cement siding
(photographed during 2008 exterior residing project)

Close up showing original clapboard covered with 1930’s brown, fake-brick tar
paper after aluminum siding removed
(photographed during 2008 exterior residing project)
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Original stone steps to exterior basement entrance. This entrance was used to provide safe
haven for escaping slaves as part of the Underground Railroad during the Civil War era.
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Present day 2016 Pierce Downer Home
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Tracing the rich hlstory of Downers Grove

The column “The Way We
Were” premieres this week
with a general overview of
the history of Hlinois and the
subsequent settling of what is
now Downers Grove. In future
columns, topics related to the
area’s rich history of land-
marks, interesting events and
people who helped shape the
town will be addressed by
Elaine LaBuda, a volunteer
with the Downers Grove His-
torical Society.

llinois, often referred to as
the Prairie State, was discov-
ered by Father Jacques Mar-
quette and Louis Joliet in
1673. A french hunter and
trader named DeDashe fol-
lowed their trail and settled in
the area we now call DuPage.

In 1818, llinois (part of the
Northwest Territory) entered

the Union. The Indians in Illi-

nois were Algonquins which
consisted of tribes named Mia-
mis, Kickapoos, Potawatomies,
Sacs and Foxes, Winnebagos
and Winiwok.

Chief Blackhawk and his war-
riors in 1832 wanted to recover
their lands east of the Mississip-
pi. The war brought together
soldiers from different parts of
America and the capture of
Chief Blackhawk ended the In-
dian resistance. As a result, a
20-mile corridor named Indian
Boundary was established for
safe passage for both Indian
and white man.

Rapid settlement followed.
The soldiers came back with
their families to settle in this

by Elaine LaBuda

beautiful rich' farmland where
an acre of land could be bought
for $1.25.

Robert Downer and his wife
Hannah (Vincent) came to New-
bury, Massachusetts, from Wilt-
shire, England around 1650.
They had 2 sons, Robert and
Joseph.

Pierce Downer, the founder
of Downers Grove who was
born July 25, 1782 in Plain-
field, Windham County, Ver-
mont, is a direct descendant of
Joseph. In 1808 he married
Lucy Ann Ellis.

The Anglo-Saxon name

Downer originated at this time

and was given to the people
who had homes in the
*Downs.”

1832 brought Pierce to the
Chicago area to join his son
Stephen, who was a mason
helping to construct a light-
house near Fort Dearborn, the
first ever of its kind built in the
Chicago area.

After making inquiries re-
garding the surrounding lands
of Fort Dearborn, Downer de-
cided to claim land in the area
of Chief Waubonsee of the Po-
tawatomies, The main attrac-
tion to this area were the
groves of trees and rich farm-
land. The original claim in-
cluded the land from Ogden

Ave. to the present railroad
tracks and from Downers Dr.
on the west to Highland Ave.
on the east. Buyers of wood
from the Chicagoland area
would come to Downer to pur-
chase excellent and large quan-
tities of wood from his groves.

Downer’s 22-year-old daugh-
ter, Adeline, the first white
woman to live in what is now
Downers Grove, came in Octo-
ber of 1834 to keep house for
her father. Adeline married
Garey Smith who was also of
the grove. Smith built the first
frame house in Downers Grove
for his bride.

Downer’s wife and children
came to join him in 1836.

In 1835, Israel Blodgett built
a log cabin on the present site
of the Downers .Grove Histori-
cal Museum, 831 Maple, for his
wife and family. He established
a farm and blacksmith shop,
and also laid claim to land just
north of the Blodgett home-
stead which is now in the center
of the village’s business district.

Blodgett sold part of his land
near the center of the village to
Samuel Curtiss for $1,000.
Curtiss constructed a tavern
with stables on the site. Then in
1838 the 2 men laid out Maple
Ave. by hitching 6 yoke of oxen
to a heavy log which they

PIERCE DOWNER
dragged back and forth. On
either side of the avenue they
planted maple saplings. This
road intercepted the trail to
Naperville and brought trade
and the stagecoach to Downers
Grove.

Plank Rd, roughly following
the Old Galena Rd., which is now
part of Ogden Ave, was surveyed
in 1833. Built of heavy planks, it
permitted travel during the 4
seasons for payment of a toll.

With the construction of the
Hlinois-Michigan Canal in 1836,
Europeans mostly from En-
gland, Ireland and Germany
were able to make their way to
Downers Grove in a much easi-
er manner than the earlier
settlers.

DuPage County was officially
separated from Cook County in

ISREAL BLODGETT
1839. By 1840 two blacksmith
shops were operating and
Henry Carpenter opened the
first store and post office in
1842 on the south side of
Maple Ave. at Lane Pl. When
Carpenter subdivided his land
near his store on Maple Ave.
west of what was to be Main
St., it encouraged more people
to settle in this area.

Construction on the railroad
began in 1862 and the first
train arrived in 1864. The town
was growing. What other
events occurred during these
years taking us to 19897 What
did the town people enjoy and

establish? These are some of the
questions that will be answer-
ed in “The Way We Were.”
Pictures courtesy of Down-
ers Grove Historical Society.

__Page 27 of 39
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'ARMHOUSE looked like this when Mr. and Mrs.

sed it in 31947 i
seeamET LS TWILG, LUCY AL, who [
' came the ‘ollowing yearwith §
" the rest of their children, |
was z brave, farsighted and
i noble woman, She endured
I the rigors and hardship of
| traval in these days and
% when she reached here, she
4 found ndians who, just a few
1 years back, might have cut
1 o7f thzlr heads and scalped
_ 3 them, Uving, as her neigh-
bore inthat still-foresty part
of Zeeiey Avenue which
reachzs down tg Chicago
Avenve from Grant Street,
Ste administered to them,
the pisneers who joined
and Plerce a few years
e:r, ‘with kerbs and potions
‘hich were good for those
vith eilments, A charming
ory telis. of her going to
stove and getting hot
als 0 give to the Indians
‘hose fires had gone out,
1r, Downer’'s library was
goci-sized cne and ne was
{ftea caliled upon to make
decisions for his fellow citi-
because of his know-
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1 t's not very romantic to
| Xnow that the Elks’ restau-
- | razm ZIraces one side of the

| raarle-lined jane which came

' up o the front of this house
ks eRa and that Purger King graces

- . fine well now stands for all

| once vielded sap for maple
sugar for the family and pe-
tween which came wagons
ang visitors of all kinds,
We have been t6ld that Ab-
raham Lincoln came cam-
paigning along the avenue on
his way ra (or from) Naper—
ville and that the familywent
down to meet him and sheok
hands with him on that spot.
The front of our house is
really the back and the back
is really the front, Once a
| long summer kitchen joined
' the heuse about where our

over into the Swansons' front
yard. Mr., Joseph Beegle
went to plant a young tree
2 few years back and found
the family well, Thanks to
his interest znd efforts, a

-1 10 see, and how the children
. ¢ erjov looking into ir,

1945, “Landmark ™ looked
like this. This Is why, prob-
ably, it is not mencioned in

since our remecdeiling of the
house, it now is, Twomeonths
sfter we moved in, the fur-
nace, with only one duct,
the one in the front hall,
blew a hole in its side and
nearly set fire to the house,
Luckily, I was able to douse
it, but we had to find an-
other place to rent till we
could build a new house, or
remodel at once. We had to
remodel and, after finding
a picture of the house as it
was (around the turn of the

£ 4 century), we worked tomake

8 the house look as much like
the picture as possible.
Now some could argue that
because we have amazingly
updated this lovely cld home,
that it has lost its historic
value. We do not agree. If
we had left it as we found it

pairing it,
could,  justifiably,

sunshine and is cheerful,
with lots of room. When one
looks at fts walls, its win-
¢ dows, its stairs, its log
| beamns in the basemen: and
1 its stone walls down there,
s one  can  easily imagine
4 Pierce and Lucy Ann Down-
4 er and their family looking
3 out of these same windows
+ and docrs -and enjoying
wners Grove some 126
years back.
i Children, I beliéfe, have
gotten a needful sense of
their own personal impor-
tance in the stream of hu-
manity which flows on end-
lessly and have comne away,

o
=
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old historical records, but

and then allowed it to be- §
come nearly 20 years older [
without caring for it and re- §°
our neighbors §
have b
celled for fire department
actlon on it. The house is a |
happy one, with lots of light, &

il

T

at least I Lope they have,
feeling that perhass 123
years f{rom now, scmeone
may remeraber them, {fthey
do something fire and noble
like the simple Downers did,
They - didn't set the world
on fire, but they did fellow
their wish to do something
Hrave and now they are re-
membered and admired and
may be emulated, Here counld
be remembered Lottie Hol-
man O'Neill, the flrst wom-
an senater in Hlinels, who
even now lives in Downers
Grove. So could ‘‘Shorty”
Powers, the voice of the
astronauts, andhisdear par-
ents who ralsed him and his
brother here. So could others
who have helped make Down-
ers Greve the leovely place it
is.

Seventy-five years from
now, If the world is still
living, who knows, perhaps
even the names of the coun-
cll members before whom
the opportunity to preserve
this place forthevillage may
find their names recorded
nere,

And now we comie to the
land surrounding the house,
We know we could have of-
fered the house to the schos]
board because very soon

Plerce Downer School may.
need 10 add rooms and this.

ground, bought at the very
nomingl stm we are asking,
could save the townspecple
much money. Unless Plerce
Downer can:spread outward,
they will bave to mmz for
large pleces of ground for &
new school and we knowthey

@ will have to pay a hig price
W for lt, We've been In town

for nearly 26 years and we've
seen it happen before, The
house could serve as a resi-
dence for school tezchers

Downers Crove wiil, intime,
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who can’t afford zparinents
end who, {n 2 very litde
while, will be lucky te find
gie.

But I am inrerested in

preserving this house forthe
town, And thar is why we of-
fered {t to the villzage coun-
cil. Manzed by volunteers
from the woman’s clubs zud
furnished (and notrecessar-
iy fully) with donzted pieces
as authenti¢ as possible,
“Landmark’’ could be =z
source of revenue to rhevil-
lage atthehouse znd from the
land sold reasongbly for
other purposes zs well as a
source of pride and pleasure
o many people inthe villgge,
Children from all the class-
ro0oms and their teachers
cotld come here and learn
of the towm, So could now-
comers and  so  codd
passers-through,

1 would be happy ro make
available what marerial 1
know, and I beg to be for-
Eiven whea I say it is con-
siderable, tothe town we love
so much and where curciil-
dren bhave grown- up. &
grieves metothinkof Ieaving
£, but we ere grateful for
what we have had here, for
the wonderful |happipess
which has been ours in this
place.

We wanz the village 1o 1o
on. with it from us, I wish
we could donzte i, bus we
can’s, I hope my name will
not be “Cassendra’ in about
two years when, T balieve,
that whoever is holding title
o this fand will find it alene
worth the price we are ask-
ing for this valuable house,
And house, ch

1 _zr‘vv_-".-'_'r.—_’-u-wv“!‘?ﬂ

i
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ihe

wish it had homered, w
have been & gifr, after all,
1o its owners.
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([he following article was |
| recelved as_a letter from

i B AT AN R B

Millicent Quick, but because

of “its genepal Interest the [
| Grapfife declded to present
it furthef up in today’s ia- ¥

sue.) .
Edltor: I
Because of anewly-devel- {
oped heart’ condition, my §
husband needs a rest and §
change, and our family would
| ke very much to see that [§
'he gets it, and share it ‘with i
him while we have each
other, B
| We own “'Landmark’* (our §
' name for it)whichis the farm §
‘home of Plerce Downer, |
| founder of Downers Grove,
';md we will sall it, use what &
money we get from fit, go
| around the world together to |
Ivisit dear friends who have

dealing with children,
. In thinking about gelling

we know lttlg, abour selling
‘houses, appronched two real
estate firms, Ome ‘‘com-

|has offered us a price, At
first, we were pleased with
thelr offer, Then the second
cotnpany came with lts esti-

‘been here in our home and ¥
then come back to dedicate (&
|ourselves to gome work |¥

this historic house, because [

ot Gl Eiuar
These developients were

moving aleng nicely when a 'E'_;,
fourth idea entered the pic- {4
ture, A dear andelder friend |5
who knows that “Landmark’* [
could become a village pro- {i
ject and a source of pride, [¥

if not also revenue, sug- id

gested that Mr, Quick and I
ghould be the ones to offer |l

it to the village, if for no |3

other reason than that our [i§
appreciation and love of this |1
old home had made us work [
hard to. make something ¥

heautiful and durable of what [

might have become some-
thing condemned. .

So we went to our village B

council meeting on May 16
and offered it to them for
Mstorical purpeses for the
$20,000 price, In the follow-
ing week, two gentlemen,
neither of them councll
members, nor the village
manager, came to look over
the house and grounds,
Neither of them, though very
nice and kind, knew very

1 much about the history of

(pany" wants ‘the house and |~

mate which 13 $2,500 higher &
than the first offer made to
us, Then a flne Nagrofamily [
lcame along with an offer in £
|between but no 6 perecent |
Jandling charge because an [0

iy Y i il
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without see
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| (The (ollowing article was L
_recelyed as_a_letter feom

h'ff.lli:mt Qu!:l‘ Tt mecause
af its i intermst the
: Gnnﬁ%pﬁ to present
At furthes up o rodoy's [s-
sue,) :

Ediror:
| .Because of ancwily-devel-
oped heart condition, my
'hmsbard pemlt & rest and
| change, and our familyvould
| like very much to see that
he gets It, and share it with

H.m while we have a:h-

Wevwr “Landmark" (our

|inid w:wi.u:*:llﬂ.mwlm'
money we get from i, ;o

moving along nicely whena
fourth Ides entered rthe ple-

who knows that *'Landmark"
could become = viilage pro-

sred that Mr. Quick and 1
wﬂﬁm be the ones to offer
tr-to the village, if for oo
other ressen than that our
appreciation snd love of this
old home- had made va work
hard to make something
- beaurifu} and durable afwhat
might have beécoms some-
thing condemmad..

50 we want to our village
councdl meating on May 16
and: nﬂmd it to them for
bt 1 for the

but ne 6 percent
g charge because an
y could handle dhe

wlong with ez offer in J§

320, DOGm'i.u. ku the follow-
itz week, two gentlemen,
nefther of them counctl
members; nor the village

ths- house &nd -grounds,
Metther of them, :hm':ghvery
mnice and ked, kiew very
much abour the bistory of

wera

ture, A dear andelderfriend

i et 0 Yook ey _rive at u final solutlon sbour

a_mwners Groye, nor this

halss nor ¢ M&t&
countless

history and even went with
them to show them the cem-
etery.

. After thelr departure, we
waited for ward fromatleass
the village ‘manager, but
when mone came; we wemt

though, sdvise the members
of the council e’ make a
vialt for themaelves and ar—

our offer, A

In the previous meeting,
we had wirnessed an attornay
for the Fredenbagen inter-
ests - clatm that becpuse he

T T r—

nEwSpapers wereTepresent-
&d by reporters steachof the
meetings we attended and 1z
amazed us that 3 man of his
hmnmuwuﬂdmkmur
zomething So pecessary to
what he was dolng.

Tt han occurred tor me
that unless cldrens know
what {8 going on (sventhere),
they, too, might not know
what Mr, Quick and 1 are

mmmuum:milf
he has time and such In-

| terest, he namrallylooks for

some historic place to visit,
He will pladly pay & somil
fee for looking for wallx
with cracke In them' amd
batterer] atalcs and old furnt—
tuze which need not be su-
thentic, He will then come
home god tell bis friends of

| all the wondecful things he

W,
Cur house: might differ

{rom gsome of them In sge’

only, The hisroric value and

qualisies are hers, and they |

are thrilling, if the reac-

T

THE PIERCE Downer.farmhouse as it appeared when the founder
of Duwners Grove owned it back in 1840.

tions of, say, the school chil-
dren mean anything.

Plerce Downer, o man of
good fam!ly (the book in the
publie library will bear ma
it tn thig) Heren to his son,
Stephan, had come to “'Che-
cagou’ in 831 o help Bulld
a llgbthouse, and, in 1832, he
arr{ved In this zrea to hunt
for a plece of land with tm-
Ber on i, He took to horse

-gne dey and headed westward

‘om the Indlan trail that is
now Opden Avenue (Highway
34) and when the sunbeganto
ga down, looked for a good
caropldg spot for the night,
About in llne with what Is now
the Herrick Junlor High
Schopl, Mr. Downer saw a

| finie high rise of lund with 5
J| stream bevond fr. He chose
4 tds hill in the pralrie lond

for- bl resting spor  that
night and now, 134 years
later, he restathere, withhis
wile and des‘m&n:l. for-

clafmed fe for his own, Ay~
one wlu Uves on land feam
Ogden Avenue and Downers

Avenue and back to Ogdén B0

lives on Flerce Downer's

ortginal farm lsnd. And ot v
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"ARMHOUSE looked liké this when Mr. and Mrs. John
sed it in 1947,

| the rigors and hardship of
i teaval in ‘those days and

1 off thelr hewds and sealped

| her and Plerce a few years

i a good-sized one and he was

| decisions for his fellow citl-

% and that Burger King graces

this, Thin fa why, prob-
ahly, ft {s not mentionsd in
old histerical records, bur
since our remodelling of the
house, It naw La, Two months
after we maved In, the for-
nace, with only ene duet,
the one in the front hall,

may remember them, fthey  one.
do' something fine and nobile

thelr wigh to do th cll, M:

years from now, gomeons  while, will be lucky to find

But I am interested in
Uke the slmple Downursdid, preserving this bouse for the
Thay - didn't set the world  town, And that Is why we of-
on fire, but they did follow  frred it to ¢

blew a hole in {ts side and :
3 and ndmices and

brave and now they sreve- from the womasn's clubs and

nearly set fire to the house,
Lucktly, I was nble to douse
fr, but we had to find an-
other place to rent till we
could build a new house, or
remodel at once. We had to
remodel and, after finding
a picture of the house as t
was’ (around the turn of che
century), we worked to make
the house look as much like
the picture as possible,

Now seme could argue that
because we have amazingly
updated this lovely old home,
that it has lost fts historic
value, We do not agree, If
H remains of the trees which we had left It as we foumd it
once Wleld=l sap for maple . M and then sllowed it to be-
Sugar for the family and be- [ 88 come nearly 20 years blder |
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. Quick

I I TR AR, Wh
catne the following year with

the rest of their children, Seventy-flve years from <omers

the other side, Bit if me
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fiving, who knows, perhaps

noblz woman. Shé endured

when she reached here, she
found Indians wha, just afew
years back, might have cut

3 CCATE enipe called for flre department [£.
therm, lving, a9 her neigh- peigning slong the lmu:‘n A actlon on it, The house is a land surroundlcg the house, Ir, bur we are gratetul for
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brother here, Socouldothers  Children from all the clasg-
who have helpedmake Down- T0oms and thelr taachers
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is. of the town, S could new-

now, if the world is sdll Ppassers-through,
1 would be happy to make
even the names of the coun- available what matertal 1
ell members before whom ¥mow, and I beg to be for-
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this place forthe villagemay  siderable, tothe cown we love
find thelr names recorded 90 much and where our chil-
here, dren have grown - up, It
And now’we come o the  grleves metathink of leaving

We want the village vo go
ground, bought at the very 'on with it from us. I wish
nominal sum we gre asking, Wwe could domate ft, but we
could =ave the townspoople can’t, I hope my name will
much money, Unléss iMerce Mot be “Cassandra’ fnabout
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they will fave to hunt for that whoever [s bolding dile
large pleces of ground for @ 10 thls laniel will find it alone
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1 have been reading about the
restoration of the College Hill
ared In Providence, R,I. where,
In 1636, Roger Willlams estab-
lshed his settlement. It had de-
terforated and literally had be=
come a slum, I thought to myself
that {t always seems to take a
couple of hundred years bhefore
someone bestirs himself to do
something about the preservation
of our beginnings so that sub-
sequent generations may know they
did not just spring from a cabbage
head,

.

4

So it was with considerable ¢
interest that I noted in the Cotnell
minutes published last week that ;

.Millicent and Jack Quick of Seeley '

avenue have offered thelr home,

(the orlginal Plerce Downer home- |

stead) for sale to the village be-

fore putting it on the open market, :

1 certainly hope this 1s one §

time the Councll has a unanimous
meeting of minds and quickly de- }
cldes to purchase this home so
it may become the true landmark

and slgnature of the town. That ’i

poes for the townspeople, tool We
should all be vocal about this and

ition is important to us and to our
familles, After all, a town is not
a nebulous bit of fluff in the at-
mosphere - WE are the town -and
we should grasp this opportunity
to preserve a heritage of this
spot we call “home,”’

When Downers celebrated its
Centennial, people came from
miles around to ooh and aah over
the antiques and interesting mem-
orabilia displayed in every store

. window, Ubrary, bank, and avail-
<.able ecranny that would hold an
; exhibit of some sort,

i ; 2k

let the Counell know this acquls- !

\.

© Many of the ehildren and grands
enildren of the original seitlers
of the Grove still Hve here and
would be proud to haye these L
herited artifacls arranged In the
type of home for whieh they had
oviglnally been madi. The DAR
nave already stepped forward with
an offer of help and 1 am sure
other women's ovganizations will
appolnt committees O help plan
the furnishing and heautification
of **Landmark.’”

undoubtedly the Couneil's flrst
thought will be rpioney.! Well,
when one considers the Ihousands
of dollars spent withoul & murmuy
on ‘fruitless traffle surveys,
§20,000 spent on @ livable house
and good land which will be en=
joyed by generalions tocome
seams a very small price indeed.

places ke Williamsburg,
Greenfleld Village, Land of fin=
eoln, and closer fo home, Graue
Wi, ave always erowdad and If
you've vigited thera haven't you

. gooner or later heard someonesay,

wwhy, there's a pan (spoon, fron
or dish) just lke my grandmother
had? §aa tone hard to deseribe -
a mixture of surprise, awe and
pride of ldu_muﬁcauen.

I our family we cherish a litte
flowered chira teapol which be=
longed 10 my pusband’s grand-
mother; brought by her to 1‘nlls
country from Germany many years
ago. Every time we use it we
cannot help but think of the suc=-
cesslon of loving hands pouring
tea and carefully washing anddry-
ing the little pot to preserve s
paluted roses. Needless Lo sa)"
this ts one article thal doesn’t
get left up-ended in the dishdrain-
orl = - and T think thial {2 how
the people of DOWhers Grove will
feel about the care and preserv=
ation of Lucy and Plerce powner's
home,
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DRAFT

VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
VILLAGE HALL - COMMITTEE ROOM
801 BURLINGTON AVENUE

JANUARY 18,2017, 7:00 P.M.

Chairman Davenport called the January 18, 2017 meeting of the Architectural Design Review
Board to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked for a roll call:

PRESENT: Chairman Davenport, Ms. Acks, Ms. Chalberg, Ms. Hollweck, Mr. Larson,
Mr. Lerner, Mr. Riemer

ABSENT:  None
STAFF: Senior Planner Rebecca Leitschuh and Planner Swati Pandey

VISITORS: Garian Rondeall, 1620 Chicago Ave., Downers Grove; David and Amy Gassen,
5320 Benton Ave., Downers Grove; C. Holtzen, 5226 Carpenter St., Downers
Grove, Shannon Tully, 5413 Main St., Downers Grove; Chris Saricks, 1116 61%
St., Downers Grove; Tom and Sue Weiler, 709 Maple Ave., Downers Grove;
Rich Kulovany with Friends of the Edwards House, 6825 Camden, Downers
Grove and Don Rickard, 4735 Main St., Downers Grove

APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 19, 2017 MINUTES

A correction was noted on page 1, under Visitors: Revise “Charlotte Holton” to read as
“Charlotte Holtzen”; page 4, third paragraph, delete the words “length of time of time it took” to
read as “length of time if took.”

MOTION BY MR. RIEMER, SECONDED BY MS. CHALBERG TO APPROVE THE
OCTOBER 19, 2016 MINUTES, AS CORRECTED. MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE
VOTE OF 7-0.

Chairman Davenport swore in those individuals who would speaking on the following public
hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING

A. 16-ADR-0010: A petition seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the
property commonly known as 4437 Seeley Avenue, Downers Grove, IL (PIN 09-06-405-
018). The property is located on the east side of Seeley Avenue approximately 190 feet
north of Grant Street. Arthur and Judith Frigo, Petitioners and Owners. Planner Swati
Pandey referenced a plat of survey from 2013 pointing out that the original Pierce Downer home
was up for landmark criteria discussion but not the east addition of the home which dated from
1970s/1980s. She noted that on the east side of the property the original home barely sat back 7
feet from the west property line, pointing out there was probably was no zoning at that time. She
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also noted the angled position of the home to Seeley Avenue. A historic photo of Pierce Downer
was shown on the overhead. Ms. Pandey stated the historic landmark designation of the home
was being requested due to the historic significance of its first owner who was the first settler of
the area and founder of the village— Mr. Pierce Downer. A brief history of Mr. Downer
followed: He traveled west from Upstate New York to locate fertile farmland and staked claim
to 160 acres which eventually became Downers Grove. He constructed his home on the highest
point of the land. Historic photographs from the 1880s showed the Pierce Downer home with a
western barn-like structure reflecting an open kitchen used to keep the fire away from the main
house. A photo from 1905 reflected the main entrance of the home. A covered entrance to the
basement was pointed out by staff and still exists today. Because staff did not believe Seeley
Avenue was identified during the time of the photograph, some form of a lane was used to
service the home on the east side that connected to Old Plank Road (now Ogden Avenue)
traveling eastward.

Ms. Pandey referenced an undated photo, possibly from the early 1900s reflecting the barn-like
structure. A 1968 photo of the home was presented which reflected a sidewalk and an address of
4437 Seeley Avenue. Another photo of the home appeared to be taken from the southwest and
reflected the home with an addition on the rear of the home. A closer picture of the original
exterior basement entrance was shown. Ms. Pandey explained that it not only had historic
significance but also retained the original stone/mortar from when it was constructed.

A 2016 photo of the Pierce Downer home was then shown on the overhead with Ms. Pandey
summarizing the historic significance of the home to its original owner, Mr. Pierce Downer, and
the fact that his photograph sits in the Village Council Chambers and halls of Village Hall. She
reiterated the importance of his community leadership and he was the founder and first settler of
Downers Grove. Additional photos and research in the commissioners’ packets were referenced.

Ms. Pandey reported the application met all standards for approval — Criteria 12.302.a: the home
was more than 50 years old (150+); and Criteria 12.302.b: the structure was owned and/or
occupied by a person of historic significance to the community — Mr. Pierce Downer, first
settler/founder of Downers Grove, after whom the village was named. Based on the above
findings, staff recommended that the board make a positive recommendation to the village
council for the landmark status of this significant structure.

Per a question, Ms. Leitschuh explained that the whole property would be landmarked but the
front facades that face the street are the primary concern when renovations or additions are
proposed. The street-facing portion of the addition would have to return to this board for review
but would not need to meet the same criteria for a Certificate of Appropriateness. She confirmed
the additions and other modest changes would mostly be non-contributing elements to the
application and would fall under administrative approval.

Applicant, Mrs. Judy Frigo, discussed she and her husband purchased the home in 1970 and have
lived there the longest of any of the owners (46 years), including Mr. Downer. They wanted to
see the two-story portion preserved, given all of the changes occurring in the neighborhood.

Mrs. Frigo shared some of the research she did on the home, explaining that Seeley Avenue was
created around 1927, and, what was the front door on the home was now the back door, and vice
versa. She believed that many of the homes, when built, faced east to take advantage of the
rising sun. Mr. Frigo went on to describe the location of the first addition of the home and why
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is was positioned where it was. The home stayed in the Downer family until 1924 when it was
sold to the Dubiel family who rented it out during the Depression. Much of the history about the
home, Mrs. Frigo stated, came from Mrs. Pauline Wandschneider who the Frigos purchased the
home from.

Mrs. Frigo indicated the realtor at the time she purchased the home said the home was being sold
as a “handyman’s special” because the electrical was 60 amps and there were wiring and safety
issues with the home. In 1976, after her family had started to grow and her husband wanted a
garage and she a family room, Mrs. Frigo said she approached an architect and also the village to
see if they wanted to purchase the home because they had started looking for a new home to
purchase on Maple Avenue. She shared that the Quick family in the 1960s had offered the home
to the village at one point but were turned down and then the Quicks sold it to Rev. and Mrs.
Kirby Wahl, whom she purchased it from three years later.

Mrs. Frigo recalled that the village visited her property, possibly with members of the historic
society, who indicated they were interested in a larger structure and land on Maple Avenue. As a
result, the Frigos added an addition in 1977 and another one in 1985. At that time the plumbing
was updated. Mrs. Frigo stated the small front windows on the house were not original to the
home — they were added in the late 1940s by the Quicks. The Frigos replaced all of the “Quick”
windows because they were drafty and she tried to use the original six over six window style.

Mr. Frigo stated the home’s siding was painted while their kids were in college and then
eventually replaced with the Hardi-board 4-inch siding that was down from the 8-inch siding.
Mrs. Frigo said that in 2008 when the Hardi-board siding was installed they removed all of the
aluminum siding that had been on the home. Referring to the photos in the packets, she pointed
out that members could see the original clapboard siding, cut up, as well as the brown asbestos
fake brick material. The roof was also replaced with the four underlying roofs removed.

Other facts that Mrs. Frigo shared included the home was part of the Underground Railroad, the
Downer family held a family reunion at the property in 1982 during the Sesquincentennial
celebration, when Mrs. Frigo invited them to her home. She remarked it was special because the
last of the Downers family members remembered the home when they were children and orally
conveyed some of their memories when living there — such as the trees that lined the lane that
went down to Ogden Avenue — they were the Downer’s (grove) of trees.

Discussing the basement, Mrs. Frigo referenced the photograph she took of the hand-hewn
timbers that were in the basement, along with the 2015 upgrades. She stated she had an
architectural engineer come through the home because she and her husband were very young
when they purchased the home (22 and 24 years of age, respectively). She estimated the last set
of windows she had installed were Pella windows about 3 to 4 years ago when the home was
resided.

Mrs. Frigo said she and her husband knew the home was historic and said they never tried to
change or alter the two-story portion, other than replacing furnaces a couple of times, removing
the oil tanks, and replacing the wiring. Mr. Frigo stated that the timbers in the basement did start
to sag and he later found out that the timbers were set on the concrete floor which was added
later, but there were no footings. So he said they had an engineering company come in and
install steel girders, but the original timbers were in place.
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Mrs. Frigo indicated that school groups do stop by and if they are home they will let them tour
their home. She added that in the basement cellar there are meat hooks that exist and she
explained the challenge of relaying history to the children because so much of history is oral.

She also pointed out that while people claim that her home was built in 1842, Mrs. Frigo pointed
out that Mr. Downer built the original log cabin in 1832, then the daughter arrived in 1834 to
help keep the house. She eventually married another early Downers Grove settler, Jerry Smith,
and they purchased property and constructed a home at Carpenter and Maple (now gone) from
land that had been purchased by her brother, Steven, who was the reason why Pierce Downer
traveled here in the first place. Apparently Steven was constructing the lighthouse at

Ft. Dearborn in Chicago, which fell down about three months later, and then he constructed a
second lighthouse which remained.

Continuing the story, Mrs. Frigo shared that Pierce Downer sent for his wife, Lucy Ann, and
children, from Upstate New York. Lucy came down by steamer through the Great Lakes, just as
Mr. Downer had come, got a horse at the fort and rode the old Indian trail (old Plank
Road/Ogden Avenue). As for the 1842 date, Mrs. Frigo stated her mother, an artist, painted a
sign for the home and put “1842” on the sign, but Mrs. Frigo said it could have been constructed
earlier. However, she stated she knew the home was constructed by 1844 because the original
map showed the home as a log cabin but by 1844 it showed the home as a two-story clapboard
house. The sign has since been removed.

Additional stories that unfolded by Mrs. Frigo included the time when Ms. Wandschneider and
the historical society had a meeting at her home in the 1970s and pointed out that the basement
was very tall, which led to remarks that Mr. Downer was a tall man (6-foot, 4-inches). More
stories followed about the home, which were the same stories that Mrs. Frigo had heard when the
Downer descendants had came to her home, such as Mr. Downer passing the day after his wife
passed and the fact that the Downers could not be buried at the Main Street Cemetery because St.
Joseph’s Creek had flooded and the carriages could not transport them and so they were buried at
the family farm on Linscott Avenue.

Other stories followed regarding how Mr. Downer passed — supposedly died while digging her
grave or died of the same disease as the wife. As it turns out, Mrs. Frigo shared that an outbreak
of influenza occurred in the 1860s so Mrs. Frigo assumed they both succumbed to the same
infectious disease.

In closing her presentation, Mrs. Frigo commented on all the various locations where there are
photographs of her home — the Village Hall, Fry’s Electronics, and sometimes in the newspaper.
She hoped this board would landmark their home because many of the surrounding homes were
much larger now and developers were contacting them about selling their property. She stated
there was no interest in selling. Her concern was that after she and her husband are gone there
will be no control over the property, which was why they were petitioning this board for
landmarking.

Positive comments follow regarding the petitioner’s application and the research done on the
home over the years. Mrs. Frigo added that she appreciated the “prodding” she and her husband
received from a couple of the board members, as well as staff, for bringing their application
forward. Mr. Frigo also acknowledged Mr. Mark Reagan, who helped him get the ball rolling on
this petition.
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As another comment, Mrs. Frigo recalled that some of the Downer descendants spoke about a
library in the home, which was a few books at the top of the stairs. She relayed it was the master
bedroom closet and it would have been considered a large library back in the day.

Other facts about the home: the first addition was added by the Frigos; the second addition was
done by Steven Wendell of A.W. Wendell & Sons who lived three doors north of them.

Board comments were positive and many appreciated the petitioners’ stewardship of the home
and how the community benefits from it.

Chairman Davenport opened up the meeting to public comment.

Mr. Dave Gassen, 5320 Benton Ave., Downers Grove, strongly supported the petition and said
his oldest daughter was lucky to go on a field trip and see the Pierce Downer home.

Mr. Rich Kulovany, 6825 Camden Ave., Downers Grove, was so excited to see this petition and
believed those who set the stage for this application needed to be thanked, i.e., the petitioners,
Mayor Tully and Mark Reagan. He shared how he and Amy Gassen were able to tour the home
and see the interior upgrades to the home. He described the additions he walked through and the
fact that it does put away the myth that you cannot add on to such homes when you really can,
referencing Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation Landmark ordinance which states the
proposed landmark “can be in whole or in part.” The home was a gift from the Frigos for the
future generations.

Ms. Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Ave, Downers Grove, thanked the Frigos for deciding to
landmark their home and for allowing her and Mr. Kulovany to tour the home. It was a
wonderful gift for the entire community. On a side note, she stated the game show Jeopardy had
Downers Grove and Pierce Downer as part of their game clue today.

Per a question, Senior Planner, Rebecca Leitschuh, elaborated on what other features could be
landmarked besides the main structure and the various levels for approval. She explained that
Section 302 does state “in whole or in part” but that is explaining a property that has additions
can also be landmarked, not that a portion of the home can be landmarked versus the entire
home. The entire home is landmarked, additions and original; they just meet different standards
when reviewed for alterations.

Mr. Gordon Rhondo, 1620 Chicago, Downers Grove, asked if the lot underneath the structure is
landmarked also wherein the chairman stated it was just the house.

A resident believed the side facade of the home should be preserved because the stone stairs
were located on the south side which stairs were part of the Underground Railroad during the
Civil War.

Ms. Leitschuh reiterated that the village’s ordinance only allowed for the landmarking of the
front fagade, and that the stairs continued along the plane of the street-facing facade. One board
member also pointed out that zoning protected the sides of the home. Further discussion on this
matter followed with Ms. Leitschuh referencing Section 501 and how it addressed the sides of
structures.
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Hearing no comments, Chairman Davenport closed the public hearing.

Another board member shared his appreciation of the petition and the stories that unfolded,
including the story about the well located across the street.

Final comments from Mrs. Frigo included that when the Downer descendants visited in 1982,

she was told that the original barn that went across Seeley Avenue was used more for cooking,

and the barns that housed cattle were basically located where Pierce Downer School exists today.

The chairman entertained a motion for approval.

MR. LARSON MADE A MOTION THAT THE ADRB FORWARD A POSITIVE

RECOMMENDATION TO THE VILLAGE COUNCIL TO RECOMMEND

HISTORICAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR 4437 SEELEY AVENUE.

MR. RIEMER SECONDED THE MOTION. ROLL CALL:

AYE: MR. LARSON, MR. REIMER, MS. ACKS, MS. CHALBERG, MS. HOLLWECK,
MR. LERNER, CHAIRMAN DAVENPORT

NAY: NONE

MOTION CARRIED. VOTE: 7-0

Ms. Leitschuh stated the first reading for the above petition will be on the February 7, 2017
Council agenda.
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