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VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

3/14/2017
SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:
Stan Popovich
Historic Landmark - 5099 Fairview Avenue Director of Community Development

SyYNOPSIS

A Historic Landmark Designation Resolution has been prepared to designate the Fairview Train Station at
5099 Fairview Avenue a historic landmark.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT
The goals for 2015-2017 include Steward of Financial, Environmental and Neighborhood Sustainability.

FiscAL IMPACT
N/A

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the March 21, 2017 active agenda per the unanimous recommendation of the Architectural
Design Review Board. The ADRB found that the proposed landmark meets the landmark designation
criteria found in Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance.

BACKGROUND

The Village of Downers Grove is seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for its property at 5099
Fairview Avenue under two Historic Preservation Ordinance criteria:
e 12.302.B.1: the property has significant value as part of the historic characteristics of the
community; and
e 12.302.B.6: the property is a source of civic pride for the community.

Existing Structure

The Fairview Train Station was constructed in 1916 and was designed and built by the staff of the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy Railroad replacing the first station built in 1890. The railroad impacted the
development of Downers Grove by bringing residents, supplies, and even the Sears homes. The area south
of the tracks in close proximity to the train station site was called East Grove and was part of the
Fredenhagen Subdivision settled by Victor Fredenhagen in the 1850’s. As one of the first realtors and
operator of a large dairy farm, he offered free rides on the railroad and unlimited milk to attract buyers. The
original name of “East Grove Station” was changed in 1918 to avoid confusion with the Main Street Station.

Towards the end of the 19" century, shifting immigration patterns were reflected in Downers Grove with the
construction of St. Mary of Gostyn Catholic Church founded by settlers from Gostyn, Poland in 1891. For
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the dedication, two twelve-car trains brought Catholics from Chicago who marched behind a band to the
church north on Fairview.

The station’s high gambrel roof over the station master’s quarters in the second floor, canopy on the track
side, and masonry construction was meant to convey a rural image of the town by making the station
resemble a cottage. This was in keeping with the community’s image as a healthy alternative from city life.

The station itself has stayed mostly the same except for the canopy extension and interior renovations. Up
until 1977, Maxine Loftus, a station agent, was living in the second story of the station. The story of her
providing cookies and coffee to commuters not only represents the transit gateway aspect of the station, but
also showcases Downers Grove residents’ sense of community. Over the years, a small commercial area
has also developed around the train station and this Fairview Concentrated Business District is considered
the second downtown of Downers Grove.

Analysis
The proposal complies with the following criteria for Landmark Designation: Section 12.302.A, 12.302.B.1,

and 12.301.B6. The train station was constructed in 1916 and is thus over 50 years of age as required by
Section 12.302.A. The property meets two of the criteria noted in 12.302.B. It meets criteria 12.302.B.1
because the station has significant value as part of the historic characteristics of the community. Its location
led to development in this area. The rural design of the structure also represents the history of Downers
Grove and what attracted residents during its formative years. Criteria 12.302.B.6 is also met; the train
station is a hub of transportation. It is a source of civic pride with the Historical Society celebrating its
recent centennial.

Public Comment

Seven members of the public spoke in support of the petition at the February 15, 2017 ADRB meeting.
Another member of the public expressed concern on whether Landmarking would prevent portions of the
structure from being modernized/improved. Staff clarified what was allowed with Landmarking and
discussed the Certificate of Appropriateness criteria and process.

ATTACHMENTS

Resolution

Aerial Map

Staff Report with attachments dated February 15, 2017

Minutes of the Architectural Design Review Board Hearing dated February 15, 2017



RES 2017-7273 Page 3 of 30

RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION GRANTING HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION
FOR 5099 FAIRVIEW AVENUE

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove has adopted an Ordinance entitled the
"Historic Preservation Ordinance"; and

WHEREAS, Section 12-301 of the Municipal Code sets forth landmark designation
procedures for areas, properties, buildings, structures, objects and sites; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove ("Applicant") is the owner of a structure on
the property legally described as follows:

INSERT LEGAL

Commonly known as: The Fairview Avenue Train Station - 5099 Fairview Avenue,
Downers Grove, IL 60515
(PINs 09-09-502-002; -003)

WHEREAS, a 1916 train station structure is on the property; and

WHEREAS, on February 15, 2017, the Architectural Design Review Board conducted a
public hearing in connection with the aforesaid application, after notice of said hearing was duly
given; and

WHEREAS, the Board rendered its decision on the aforesaid application, recommending
that the property located at 5099 Fairview Avenue, Downers Grove, Illinois, be granted Historic
Landmark Designation; and

WHEREAS, certain applicable requirements of Section 12-302, Landmark Designation
Criteria, of the Historic Preservation Ordinance relating to the granting of Historic Landmark
Designation have been met.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of
Downers Grove, DuPage County, Illinois, as follows:

Section 1. That the recitals contained in the Preamble hereto are incorporated as part of
this Resolution.

Section 2. That the structure located on the property located at 5099 Fairview Avenue is
hereby granted Historic Landmark Designation.

Section 3. That the Village Clerk is hereby directed to file a certified copy of this
Resolution in the Office of the DuPage County Recorder of Deeds and is further directed to
transmit a copy of this Resolution to Downers Grove Historical Society and the Applicant.

Section 4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of
this Resolution are hereby repealed.
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Section 5. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage

as provided by law.

Passed:
Published:

Attest:

Village Clerk

I\mw\res.17\5099-Fairview-HistLandmark-17-ADR-0001

Mayor
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SUBJECT: TYPE: SuBMITTED BY:

17-ADR-0001 Scott Williams

5099 Fairview Avenue Designation of a Historic Landmark | Planner
REQUEST

The Village is seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the train station located at 5099 Fairview Avenue
based on the criteria that the property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage, and cultural
characteristics of the community and is a source of civic pride and identity for the community.

NOTICE

The application has been filed in conformance with applicable procedural and public notice requirements.

GENERAL INFORMATION

OWNER/: Village of Downers Grove
APPLICANT 801 Burlington Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515

PROPERTY INFORMATION

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Cottage
BUILDING DATE: 1916
HISTORICAL BUILDING USE:  Fairview Train Station
EXISTING BUILDING USE: Fairview Train Station
PROPERTY SIZE: 790 square feet
PIN: 09-09-502-002 & -003
ANALYSIS

SUBMITTALS
This report is based on the following documents, which are on file with the Department of Community
Development:

1. Application/Petition for Public Hearing

2. Project Summary

3. Certificate of Acknowledgement Form

4. Historic Landmark Information Form

5. Project Narrative

6. Book Excerpt

7. Newspaper Articles

8. Photographs

9. Fredenhagen Platted Subdivision
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17-ADR-0001, 5099 Fairview Avenue Page 2
February 15, 2017

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Village of Downers Grove is seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the Fairview train station
located at 5099 Fairview Avenue under criteria 12.302.B.1 and 12.302.B.6 of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance. The station is a notable local landmark due to its function and association with the
development of Downers Grove.

The Fairview Train Station was constructed in 1916 and was designed and built by the staff of the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad replacing the first station built in 1890. The railroad impacted
the development of Downers Grove by bringing residents, supplies, and even the Sears homes. The area
south of the tracks in close proximity to the train station site was called East Grove and was part
of the Fredenhagen Subdivision settled by Victor Fredenhagen in the 1850’s. As one of the first
realtors and operator of a large diary farm, he offered free rides on the railroad and unlimited milk to
attract buyers. The original name of “East Grove Station” was changed in 1918 to avoid confusion with
the Main Street Station.

Towards the end of the 19 century, shifting immigration patterns were reflected in Downers Grove with
the construction of St. Mary of Gostyn Catholic Church founded by settlers from Gostyn, Poland in 1891.
For the dedication, two twelve-car trains brought Catholics from Chicago who marched behind a band to
the church north on Fairview.

The station’s high gambrel roof over the station master’s quarters in the second floor, canopy on the track
side, and masonry construction was meant to convey a rural image of the town by making the station
resemble a cottage. This was in keeping with the community’s image as a healthy alternative from city
life. Small weekend-getaway vacation cottages were for sale as an escape for those wishing to enjoy
parks and trees.

Highlighting the importance of the railroad as the lifeblood of the community is the snowstorm of 1918.
The entire town was shut-down with deliveries of coal, milk, and mail halted. Every able-bodied resident
was pressed into service to clear the railroad and allow for the town to be resupplied.

The station itself has stayed mostly the same except for the canopy extension and interior renovations.
Up until 1977, Maxine Loftus, a station agent, was living in the second story of the station. The story of
her providing cookies and coffee to commuters not only represents the transit gateway aspect of the
station, but also showcases Downers Grove residents’ sense of community. Over the years, a small
commercial area has also developed around the train station and this Fairview Concentrated Business
District is considered the second downtown of Downers Grove.

COMPLIANCE WITH HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE

Additional information regarding the request is outlined in the attached narrative letter and photographs.
The Village would like to thank the Friends of the Edwards House and the Downers Grove Historical
Society for their assistance in preparing this application.

Landmark designations require evaluation based on Section 12.302 of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance, Landmark Designation Criteria. Staff finds the request complies with Section 12.302A and
Section 12.302.B, Landmark Designation Criteria #1 and 6 as described below.

Section 12.302.A.

The proposed landmark is either over fifty (50) years old; in whole or in part or is under fifty (50)
years of age and possesses exceptional importance such as might be recognized immediately for its
reflection of an extraordinary political event or architectural innovation; and

The train station was constructed 1916. This standard is met.
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17-ADR-0001, 5099 Fairview Avenue Page 3
February 15, 2017

Section 12.302.B

That one or more of the following conditions exist:

1. The property has significant value as part of the historic, heritage or cultural characteristics of
the community, county, State or Nation;
The East Grove area of the community would not have developed without the railroad and associated
train station. The current train station has served residents and visitors since 1916. The structure is a
significant value to the community. This criteria is met.

2. The property was owned by a person or persons of historic significance to the community,
county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.

3. The property represents the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural period, style,
type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials;
This criteria does not apply.

4. The property represents notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose
individual work has influenced the development of the community, county, State or Nation;
This criteria does not apply.

5. An area that has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory.
This criteria does not apply.

6. A source of civic pride or identity for the community.
The train station is a gateway for the community and the center of our second downtown. The
cottage-style appearance is a reminder of Historic Downers Grove bucolic qualities. It is a source of
civic pride. This criteria is met.

7. The property is included in the National Register of Historic Places.
This criteria does not apply.

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENT
Staff has not received any neighborhood comments regarding the proposal at this time.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff finds the petition complies with the criteria in Section 12.302 for Landmark Designation. Based on
the findings above, staff recommends the Architectural Design Review Board make a positive
recommendation to the Village Council for landmark status of 5099 Fairview Avenue.

Staff Report Approved By:

Stan Popovich, AICP
Director of Community Development

SP:sw
-att
P:\P&CD\PROJECTS\ADRB\PROJECTS\2017 Petitions\17-ADR-0001-Fairview Train Station\Staff Report 17-ADR-0001 1000 Burlington.doc
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Fairview Train Station
Downers Grove, Illinois

The arrival of the C, B, & Q Railroad in 1864 changed Downers Grove forever. The
Fairview Station played an important part in the growth bringing new residents, supplies,
and even Sears homes to Downers Grove.

The Fairview Train Station seems small and simple compared to the grandeur of the
impressive Main Street Train Station to the west. The original train station was named the
East Grove Station. This small depot was built and designed by staff of the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy Railroad in 1916. The station is only 790 square feet and the
construction cost was $3,300. The station has a homey, rural design which was popular
at the time. It has been described as having the appearance of a cottage rather than a train
station. There have been some interior updates but the exterior looks very close to the
original. In 1918 the train station name was changed to the Fairview Station in order to
identify its location and not be confused with the Main Street Station.

A real estate developer bought land just north of the train tracks near Fairview Avenue.
At this time, the area was called East Grove. The land was part of the Fredenhagen
subdivision established by Victor Fredenhagen when he arrived here from Germany in
the 1850's.

Towards the end of the 19th century, the immigration pattern changed from western
European to the migrating Polish, Czechs, and Hungarians. The population of Downers
Grove reflected this change and created the largest ethnic neighborhood in town. Many of
the settlers near Fairview were from a town in Poland named Gostyn. St. Mary of Gostyn
Catholic Church was founded in East Grove. Two trains of twelve coaches each brought
Catholics from Chicago for the dedication of this church. Headed by a band, a large
group of church members marched from the East Grove station to the church just off
Fairview.

People from the city were looking for a healthy alternative from city life. The developer
offered small affordable cottages to escape to on weekends and summers to enjoy the
peace and quiet in Downers Grove along with beautiful parks and trees. With 25 trains a
day to Chicago and back, and a ride under an hour, an East Grove train stop was
appealing to potential buyers. Many of the new residents were employed at the large
Western Electric plant in Cicero which opened in 1905.

In 1917, the Downers Grove Reporter told the story of Catherine Zaucha, 233 Gierz
Street, who was killed instantly as she stepped off the train before the train stopped. She
was on her way home from taking care of her ill daughter in Chicago, who also died later
that night, a sad day for their family.

Page 11 of 30
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In January, 1918, Downers Grove was hit by a huge snowstorm that shut down the entire
town. The trains could not deliver coal which was necessary for heat and cooking, no
milk deliveries, no mail, and families were worried how long they would be homebound.
The busiest place in town was the telephone office where the girls could not get home, so
they slept in the telephone office handling nonstop outgoing and incoming calls. All able
bodied residents grabbed their shovels and worked to clear the railroad tracks. The only
happy ones were the children when they heard the news that school would be closed for
more than week. The Village of Downers Grove was reminded of how dependent the
town was on the railroad, which brought needed supplies every day.

The Downers Grove Reporter described the job of a Train Depot Agent as more difficult
than it appears. Besides handling tickets, they were responsible for maintaining a fire in
the waiting room, updating train schedules, handling telegrams, and having coffee and
newspapers for riders to purchase. As recently as 1977, the Fairview Station rented out
the upstairs living quarters and even had a washer and dryer in the basement. An
interview with Maxine Loftus who lived in the station for years said that she maintained
the station, decorated it for holidays, made coffee and homemade cookies, and created a
welcome stop for riders.

Fairview Avenue had a small shopping area and commuters could grab a donut and
coffee before getting on the train. Prince Castle, later known as Cock Robin, was a place
to grab a bite on the way home. Kids who spent an afternoon skating at Hummer Park
found the Fairview Station as a perfect place to warm up.

As the Fairview Train Station sits quietly doing its job, it has been a welcoming and
steady workhorse, serving the Downers Grove community for over 100 years. 2016 is a
good year to give it some well deserved recognition and express our appreciation.

Sources:

Downers Grove Revisited by Montrew Dunham

Downers Grove datebook, Downers Grove Historical Society

Downers Grove 1832-1982 by Pauline Wandschneider and Montrew Dunham

Guide to Chicago's Train Stations by Ira Bach

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Depots by Robert C. Brown

Downers Grove Reporter archives at the DG Library

Downers Grove Historical Society members - Lois Sterba, Carol Wandschneider, Amy
Gassen

Page 12 of 30
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e Downers Grove

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

NS

'S

v

September 20, 2016

Stanley Popovich

Director of Community Development
Village of Downers Grove

Dear Mr. Popovich,

The Historical Society has selected the Fairview Train Station as its 2016 Heritage Site. We felt it was timely
because of the structure's 100 year anniversary this year. We would like to place a plaque on it to
commemorate this recognition. A draft of the wording is attached.

Once given approval, we will begin final work on the plaque wording and production...and would also need
collaboration with the Village on an acceptable placement of the plaque.

Please call with any questions. I look forward to your response.

" President, Downers Grove Historical Society
630-660-6767
781-609-1127 fax

LizieolizChalbers.com

www.downersgrovehistory.org
P.O. Box 663 Downers Grove, Illinois 60515
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January 10, 2017
COMMUNITY RESPONSE
CENTER Ms. Liz Chalberg
630,434 CALL (2255) Downers Grove Historical Society
P.O. Box 663
- Downers Grove, IL 60515

Crvic CENTER
801 Burlington Avenue Dear Ms. Chalberg,
Downers Grove
Ilinois 60515-4782
630.434 5500
TDD 630.434.5511
FAX 630.434.5571

The Village of Downers Grove is honored to have the Fairview (East
Grove) Train Station recognized by the Downers Grove Historical Society as a
“Heritage Site,” and supports the installation of a commemorative plaque to be
affixed to the train station.

Please work with my staff if you have any questions or need additional

FIRE DEPARTMENT information. Please feel free to contact Dann Fitzpatrick at (630) 434-5551 in
ADMINISTRATION order to discuss the installation of the plaque, or Rebecca Leitschuh at (630) 434-
5420 Main Street 5520 for any other questions.

Downers Grove

Tllinois 60515-4834 Sincerely,

630.434.5980 . ‘
FAX 630.434.5998 /
= e

David Fieldman
POLICE DEPARTMENT Village Manager
825 Burlington Avenue Village of Downers Grove
Downers Grove
llinois 60515-4783
630.434,5600
FAX 630.434.5690

PusLic WORKS
DEPARTMENT

5101 Walnut Avenue
Downers Grove
Mllinois 60515-4046
630.434.5460

FAX 630.434.5495
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A DOWNERS GROVE HISTORIC SITE

FAIRVIEW (EAST GROVE) STATION
BUILT 1916

In 1864 the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad started passenger service from
Aurora to Chicago. By 1884 there were 20 stations on the line. The first station building
at East Grove now called Fairview was built about 1890 and was of frame construction
with picturesque details that reflected the buildings of the fime.

The station was built on land settled in the 1850's by Victor Fredenhagen of
Mecklenberg, Germany. He operated a large dairy farm and he was a state legislator in
1874 and also served as a supervisor of Downers Grove Township from 1871-1782 and
1874-1875. He was one of the first realtors in the area when he started selling some of
the 1,200 acres he owned in the 1880's. To attract buyers he offered free rides on the
Burlington and all the milk you could drink.

The first station building was replaced by this station in 1916. Designed by the
engineering staff of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad it was to portray the
rural image that the turn-of-the -century suburban community wanted. Built of masonry
construction at a cost of 3,300, it has 790 square feet and looks more like a cottage
than a train station. It had a modest canopy on the track side that has been enlarged
over the years and false shutters have been added.

After 100 years this station continues to serve the community.

r-Downers Grove

ISTORIGAL SOCIETY

sales@internationalbronze.net
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Iru_i!j _station '_;tlb.hdnt '

By Fran Sammis

Maxine Loftus is moving around July 1 to
an apartment on Maple.ave. This in itsell is
not wnusual of course. What is unusual is the
apartment.she’s leaving®— the Fairview
ave. tradn station, ” ’

Many people in Downers Grove know
Maxine. il not by name. by occupation.
‘She's been the agent at the Main st. station
tur 4 vears And tor 3 vears of that time she
nas been able W cail the Faiview ave. sia-
“hoimne

tion

e e kpows there’s anvthing

2 Maxine
the easi side of the
wn and hving
and two hedronms
d omd 10 addiin Maxine has o

o Aavine moved nto the station 3
~ agn she put 32800 ol her own money
{ maproving the tnang quarters The
Witehen got o onew sink and a dishwasher.
along with new cabinets and countertnps
¢ hreakiast bar. The bedrooms were
anted and decorated  Maxine's  son
then @ student at Cirele Campus, ad-
d spectal ighting and bookshelves (o his
nedroom.

@ bats of my irtends told me 1 was foolish
3 1 oand money onoa

e
wid oliier
‘allhn!]g_}l Maxmie
there have been

along the Burlinglon line
nive aiso had live-mns sccording to Maxine
are charged with iy sell-
<tatien and with maintainmg
the publiv ervas of the station. With the -
vent of the RTA however people are beinp
fnoved out of the stalions as the stotiong are
cither remodeled or torn down ¢ -

g

1= 12 ho phe fate of §

f xpanded wailing Toom
ares with beket cage. 11 this plan st ime
plemented e sieton will probably be torn
dawn o

~R¥fiiitter

~it's been novel. li:r-i?:ig in a train sta-
tion. " said Maxine. I love the shape of the

station for one thing. and il’s been a happy "

time in my life living here.”

“With the low rent I've been abte fo help
my son Mark go to college. and my son
Michael was married while 1 was living
here. Also. I've taken several nice trips in
the past 3 vears — like one to Hawaii with
my mother.””

““Ther¢ have heen a few annovances.
though. Like the people who occasionally
wander into my section of the station. Their
usual reaction is *Whoops! I thaugh this was
the waiting room.” They're generally more
embarrassed than | am by their mistake.”

After all this time. does she sull hear the
trains that go by ~Ves! and the thing I'lI
muss least about living here is the early

morning trains. 1’11 be happy to miss them

in fact

What will she miss most® One thing is the
busyness of the commuters coming home at
night. ““Somehow | rather like it. IUs a nice
time of day:

Notonly does Maxine like the busyoess of -

the homehound commuters. she likes the
commuters themselves.

<4 and 99100 of the commuters are the
st beautiful people in Downers Grove,”
acenrding o NMaxine

This lecling of hers s reflected in the
b does commulers at the
<i  station. The hot colfee 1o open
eves, ad the conkies fo stave
hunger pangs ol the bhreakiast-
poers, are put there courtesy of Maxine,

s far cher”

How did she happen o start the cotfee
Fasked, Well, T used 1o just have a
mvself behind the dekel window,
The commuters would come and <ay things
like, “Gee that smells good,” and 1 finally
decided that they ought lo have colfee
avallable too.”

jind

Gl

Although the coffee donation that Maxmne
se s 45 L shig said that it actuadly
ahout 106-15". that’s fine with her
hecause, 3 hey wouldn't have
1o leave anything atter all. | can’t see them
{ram where 1 sit, so 108 a personal uialicr
Anid the money 1 do get works out vkay.”

B e
Averages

interestingly enough. any average from
e coffee fund, and there s some, goes
right back to benefiting the commuters. The
averzge helps Maxine pay for the cuokies
she pots oul. and seme of the money has
been used for the posters that decorate the
otherwise drab station walls,

Maxine puts her own money into the wall

Section Two

Wednesday, June 29, 1977

s < o
Tl o i, Mk e o e ek o i AL

- Address: Fairview

-

station for 3 years.

MAXINE l.()i-'.‘l"l.}S and Sam, short for Samantha, have lived in.lhe Fairview ave. train
Now that she's moving., Maxine says that she'll really miss

‘Ave. station

evervthing about the stalion “‘excepl the carly murning trains.”

decorations oo, of course. and she said that

But why decorate Uie station at all? Ac-
cording W Maxine it makes for a more plea-
sant epvironment - et oniy for herself. but
tor the comnmuters who usethe station as
well, And. it 15 [or the commuters pleasure
srimartiy that Maxine does the work not
onlv of decorating the station. but oi
;;ru'\-idin;.! coffer. coukies, and special
scknowledgenients at holiday limes.

~Other’s pleasure is my pleasure.” says
\faxine. And if anyone needed proof ul that
statement they would only need to learn
{hai Maxine was up till 2:30 in the morning
culoring eggs for her Easter _com_muter of-
fering this year. [ didn’t mind jt at all.

she said. ““because I really thought my coin:

5 commuters have donated posters ds,

muterswould enjoy them.”

In addition Lo providing ~goodies™ for the
people that pass through the Main sL sta-
tior, Maxine has alse had vceasions when
she has loaned money (o people who Find
themselves  without  thie necessary cash
when they gao to buy a tirkel

45 . o them have pid e baek.”
<11 oy not sound BRe much, but
veren'tall regular people | see all the
A tol ol them were peopie that could
vasly have aveided ever seeing me again ™

Wlaxine's view of Downers Grove com-
muters as “heautiful people’ is very likely
a retlection of hersell. Maxine Loftus is
definitely a “beautiful person™ in her owr
right.
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ENCYCLOPEDIAGOGHICAGO

| DuPage County
| Metropolitan Growth
{*Transportation

ENTRIES

Downers Grove, IL

DuPage County, 21 miles W of the Loop. The village of Downers
Grove takes its name from the community's first landowner,
Smhulk Pierce Downer, who came from New York State in 1832 to join his
Grove. . ©gato  son Stephen, a stonemason who was working on the first Chicago
' lighthouse. Downer staked his claim to 160 acres of a prime grove
surrounded by prairie, turning it into a successful dairy farm. The
Downers were followed by others like Walter Blanchard, Israel
Blodgett, Henry Carpenter, Henry Lyman, Henry Puffer, and
Dexter Stanley, who created a community around their grove.

DOWNERS GROVE, IL

The year before the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad came through town in 1864,
Samuel Curtiss established the first subdivision in what would become the southeastern
side of the central business district. In 1873 local leaders incorporated as the village of
Downers Grove.

Growth continued near the village's three railroad stations at Main Street, Belmont, and
East Grove. In 1890 E. H. Prince platted an attractive subdivision north and west of the
Main Street station. In 1892, just north of the Belmont station, Chicago businessmen,
including Marshall Field, founded the first nine-hole golf course west of the Appalachian
Mountains. North of the East Grove station, Polish families from Gostyn, Poland,
purchased lots, creating the largest ethnic neighborhood in town. In 1891, they founded
St. Mary's of Gostyn, the village's oldest Roman Cathofic church.

Owing to its close proximity to Chicago and its large rail siding, the village became a
major site for mail-order housing sold by Sears, Roebuck & Co. between 1908 and 1940.
With up to two hundred possible Sears houses identified, Downers Grove has one of the
largest concentrations of existing Sears houses in the world.

The Tivoli Theatre was built in 1928. It was the second theater in the nation constructed
specifically for sound motion pictures.

With the advent of the expressway system in the post—World War Il era, the automobile
accelerated Downers Grove's expansion, just as the railroad had done almost a century
earlier. The village annexed adjoining unincorporated land and the East-West Tollroad
provided easy access. By 2000, the village of Downers Grove consisted of 13 square

miles, with 48,724 residents. Its diverse economy included corporate headquarters,
light industry, service, and retail businesses.

Downers Grove has often had an impact on the state, the nation, and the world through
the actions of famous residents. Arthur C. Ducat served as an inspector general of the
Union army during the Civil War, and later established the 800-acre Lindenwald Estate
on the west side of town. James Henry Breasted became an internationaily renowned
Egyptologist at the Oriental Institute. Lottie Holman O'Neill was the first woman elected
to the state legislature, and served there 40 years (1923~1963). Art Chester made
newspaper headlines in the 1930s and 1940s as an air race champion and aircraft
designer. Another resident was gold medalist Cammi Granato, who captained the U.S.
women's hockey team at the 1998 and 2002 Winter Olympics.

Downers Grove, IL (inc. 1873)

Forei Native with
(and by g::gn foreign i
category) parentage ;
el bl W8 » S e sal
1930 ; : 887 i £ % Fia100 % UL /0 205
: g : 8,951 'White {98.7%) { : 2
§ i : 1

17 Negro (0.2%)

hitp:/fwww.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/389.html 1/2



&OVL%J*M \o\a_‘ CB—}Q a(aamhaa("‘b v o Ragg?
e

{y CWieego —9—&-—”5’67

CB&Q R.R. - ILLINOIS DEPOTS & TOWERS

MORE DEPOTS BUILT OR REMODELED

. BELMONT
 New 22 x 44 feet depot built 1916. It contained 968 square feet and the total
construction cost was $2,962.

CANTON
New 30 x 120 feet depot built in 1914. It contained 3,840 square feet and the total

construction cost was $17,887.

CONGRESS PARK
Original depot built 1897 - 22x39 feet - 858 square feet - construction cost $2,704 It
shows remodeled in 1923 but does not show cost.

DALZELL
New 214 x 26 feet depot built in 1916 - It contained 364 square feet and cost $1,400.

COLMAR
New 18 x 52 feet depot built in 1914. It contained 960 square feet and the total
construction cost was $1,863.

FAIRVIEW AVENUE
New 20 x 329 feet depot built in 1916. It contained 790 square feet and the total
construction cost was $3,300. ( calode Bast brwne usd l (4 &>

FREDERICK
New 20 x 42 depot built in 1918. It contained 848 square feet and the total construction
cost was $2,300.

HALSTED STREET
A new 10-x50 depot was built in 1930. It contained 500 square feet. No cost is shown.

KEWANEE
Amnew 30 x 147 feet depot was built in 1915. It contained 4,550 square feet and total
construction cost was 25,1172,

LAVERGE
A new 16 x 34 depot was built in 1889. It contained 550 square feet and construction
cost was $1,300. It was remodeled in 1917 but no cost is shown.
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ola East Brove tram station —venamed *Fairvew” in 19(B—Downers broveTlinsis

EAST GrOVE StaTION. This is an artist’s rendering of the first station at Fairview Avenue
(Drawing from Sue Vineyard, the artist.)
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Botton: East Grove Station changed its
rane in 1918 to Fairview Station




SEPTEMBER 1976

MONDAY 6

TUESDAY 7

Opposite top to bottom:
1939, Fairview Avenue railroad crossing
1939, Fairview Avenue
1935, Main Street
1939, Main Street

THURSDAY 9

SUNDAY 12
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h Fairview railroad crossing and depot — 1939
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Farr View Ave. .Z;’K, Depa)“.
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A. 17-ADR-0001: A petition seeking a Historic Landmark Designation for the property
commonly known as 5099 Fairview Avenue, Downers Grove, IL (PINs 09-09-502-002 & -
003). The property is the train station located at the intersection of Fairview Avenue and
Burlington Avenue. Village of Downers Grove, Petitioner and Owner. Planner Scott
Williams thanked the historical society and Friends of the Edwards House for doing the research
on this petition. Mr. Williams reviewed the site on the overhead, noting the surrounding
character of the area which included four sides of commercial use. A history of the Fairview
Train Station followed noting it was constructed in 1890 by Mr. Victor Fredenhagen as part of
the Fredenhagen Subdivision started in the 1850’s. Mr. Fredenhagen would draw people to the
village by offering them free train rides and milk (he operated a dairy farm) to get them to
purchase land and develop in the village. The station that is being landmarked replaces that of
the original station built in 1890.

A diagram of the Fredenhagen Subdivision plat (dtd. 1886) was placed on the overhead
by Mr. Williams, followed by a more current plat which reflected a village street named after
Mr. Fredenhagen. Historical images of the station were referenced, noting it looked like a
cottage with its high gambrel roof and masonry construction. A canopy was added later in 1916.

Viewing a current photograph, Mr. Williams noted that not much has changed except for
the canopy overhang. He did point out the multi-model aspects depicted in the current
photograph: the train, cars in the commuter parking lot, the parking meter, and the digital update
of the train schedule. Mr. Williams stated the station was a gateway to the community. Other
interesting facts shared about the station included the ticketing agent who lived on the second
floor until 1977 and served coffee and other sundries; the fact that the station was located in two
of the village’s special downtown zoning districts, which resulted in a second downtown arising
around the station which would not have happened without it being there. Lastly, he referenced
a photograph of the plaque from the historical society which summarized that residents at the
time wanted the train station/cottage to portray the rural image that the community wanted to
convey at the turn of the century.

Mr. Williams reported how the structure met the standards for approval under Section
12.301A and B of the village’s Historic Preservation Ordinance and the fact that the station
celebrated its centennial birthday last year. Staff recommended that the ADRB submit a positive
recommendation for landmark status of the Fairview Train Station.

Questions followed as to what was the status of the second floor currently, wherein
Senior Planner Leitschuh stated it was not being used currently but that it still resembled the
original apartment. She further confirmed the station was owned and maintained by the village
and the basement still contained a large boiler. Asked if there were any prior plans to
replace/enlarge the station, Ms. Leitschuh indicated there were no such plans and given that it
was part of the Fairview Concentrated Business District, under the village’s current
comprehensive plan and draft update, the focus was to continue to develop mixed use
development around the station and for it to be a second unit of a downtown corridor.
Ms. Chalberg believed some opportunity existed to add more investment in the building’s trim,
new paint on the trim, along with additional landscaping to make it more attractive.

Chairman Pro tem Larson opened up the meeting to public comment and swore in those
individuals who would be speaking.
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Ms. Kathy Nybo, 5253 Blodgett is a member of the Friends of the Edwards House. She
also assisted in the Main Street station landmarking application and stated that once that
application was completed she decided to do the Fairview application with the assistance of
many others. For this application, she said not much information existed on it as compared to
the Main Street station, which she felt actually benefited the station. She thanked the village and
the railroad “for not messing with it.” Ms. Nybo commented on the difficulty it must have been
for the ticketing agent to sleep there with the trains passing through, how many commuters
traveled through the Fairview station over the past 100 years, and the happy and sad memories
made there. She emphasized the station has been a “faithful servant” for the past 100 years and
it needs to be recognized.

Ms. Lois Sterbg with the Downers Grove Historical Society (DGHS), read the wording
that would be on the historical plaque for the Fairview Station.

Ms. Chalberg pointed out that in 2016 the DGHS did choose the Fairview Station as their
historical site for the year which coincided with the village’s landmarking of it. A dedication
ceremony will be planned when the plaque is installed at the train station.

Mr. Rich Kulovaney, 6825 Camden Rd., shared some of his memories of the station,
being that he grew up three blocks away from it. He elaborated on the various businesses that
were operating near the station at that time (early 1960s) and the time he spent selling
newspapers inside the station as well as his observations of the time.

Mr. Michael Matalis, 4500 Florence, Downers Grove, believed the station was not only a
historic asset but an economical asset. He pointed out that while a few other villages had to set
up dedicated parks for train enthusiasts, the village did not have to. Mr. Matalis discussed some
of the rich railroad history of the village, the delivery of Sears homes to the area, and the general
economic income that results from the train enthusiasts that come to the area.

Ms. Amy Gassen, 5320 Benton Ave., stated both she and her husband thanked everyone
who researched the Fairview Station and commended the village for going through the
application process. She hoped this encouraged other government entities to do the same.

Mr. John Palis, 5314 Victor Street, Downers Grove, said he moved to the village to be
near a train station and the village had three stations. He was not a proponent of saving
something for the sake of saving it. He voiced concern that there were many train stations and
the upkeep of the Fairview station could be substantial. While he supported keeping the station
he was concerned about energy and progress and whether energy or technology improvements
could be made to the building or whether the maintenance would be limited. He did support
improving the immediate area with landscaping.

Chairman Pro tem Larson believed that if the application was recommended for landmark
designation, he envisioned that energy improvements such as those discussed above would be
discussed with the council. However, he stated that landmarking does protect the building from
being torn down. Ms. Leitschuh clarified that the entire building will be landmarked but only the
portions of the building facing a primary street will be considered. In this case, the north fagade
and the Fairview facade would have to be reviewed more closely if improvements were to be
made to those facades. She elaborated on how the replacement of windows would be considered

ADRB 2 February 15,2017
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as well and explained that the building’s interior could receive insulation because the
preservation ordinance did not affect its interior.

Mr. Joseph LaMay (phonetic), 1912 Hitchcock Avenue, Downers Grove, also grew up
watching the trains pass through the Fairview station. He is a locomotive engineer for the
railroad now and supported the preservation of the building for future generations, possibly
inspiring future engineers and train enthusiasts. He commended the commissioners.

Hearing no further comments Chairman Pro tem Larson entertained a motion.
MR. RIEMER MADE A MOTION THAT THE ADRB FORWARD A POSITIVE
RECOMMENDATION TO THE VILLAGE COUNCIL TO RECOMMEND
HISTORICAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION FOR 5099 FAIRVIEW AVENUE.
MR. LERNER SECONDED THE MOTION. ROLL CALL:
AYE: MR. REIMER, MR. LERNER, MS. CHALBERG, VICE CHAIR LERNER
NAY: NONE

MOTION CARRIED. VOTE: 4-0

ADRB 3 February 15,2017



