
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Award of Contracts for Emerald Ash Borer Treatment
Nan Newlon
Director of Public Works

SYNOPSIS

A motion is requested to authorize an award of three-year contracts for Emerald Ash Borer treatment 
services for a total amount of $97,636.80 as follows:

 Group 1 Ash Trees to TruGreen LP of West Chicago, Illinois, for $40,734.00 
 Group 2 Ash Trees to Steve Piper and Sons of Naperville, Illinois for $37,372.80 
 Group 3 Ash Trees to Kinnucan Company of Lake Bluff, Illinois for $19,350.00

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2015-2017 include Steward of Financial, Environmental, and Neighborhood Sustainability 
and Exceptional Municipal Services.

FISCAL IMPACT

The total cost for FY17 for these three contracts is $32,104. The FY17 Budget includes $36,000 in the 
Capital Projects Fund, (Page 4-29 Line 18), for these services.  

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the March 21, 2017 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

Since the discovery of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) in Illinois in 2006, staff has implemented a 
comprehensive EAB management plan.  The plan consists of evaluating all ash trees on an annual basis, 
selectively treating those most likely to survive, and removing those already heavily infested or declining.  
When unmanaged, EAB is notorious for devastating a community’s ash trees in a matter of a few years. A 
comprehensive EAB management plan allows the Village to deal with EAB on a longer timeline.

Since 2006, the number of ash trees has been gradually reduced from 4,525 (19% of the parkway tree 
inventory) to the current number of 1,972 (8.61% of the inventory). A variety of treatments have been 
applied over the years, which in turn has slowed down the rate of ash tree losses, and kept the removal and 
replacement workload manageable. Staff has been changing treatment products, refining application 
procedures depending on recent research findings, reviewing finances, and adjusting the number of ash trees 
being treated based on the likelihood of survival. Of the remaining ash trees, 1,856 are planned for 
treatment.  Treatments have been most successful for trees that exhibit only minor or no EAB damage, are 
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younger in age with trunk diameters from 6 to 24 inches, and have survived drought situations in fair to 
good condition. Trees have been prioritized by species and condition, and placed into 3 different treatment 
groups:

 Group 1 Ash trees are composed of clustered or dense ash plantings consisting mostly of green ash 
planted in the 1970’s.  Generally, these trees provide shade canopy over the roadway, but are more 
likely to have nuisance branch breakage and irregular forms than those in groups 2 and 3. This group 
has 1,058 ash trees to be treated annually with soil applications of imidacloprid insecticide around 
their tree trunks.

 Group 2 Ash trees are ash trees located throughout the Village, and are a combination of green and 
white ash trees.  These have had limited canopy dieback to date, and have been treated with a variety 
of products over the years. This group has 578 ash trees, with only 289 trees to be treated annually 
with a trunk injection of Boxer insecticide using the wedgle direct-inject system. Boxer is a newer 
product that should provide 2 years of protection.

 Group 3 Ash trees are white ash trees located throughout the Village that have been purchased and 
planted by the Village.  This group overall has the best form both aesthetically and structurally, as 
well as the best fall color.  These have been treated with a stem injection of TREE-age every other 
year.  TREE-age has been the most successful treatment product used to date and also the most 
expensive. This group has 220 ash trees, with only 110 trees to be treated annually with a trunk 
injection of TREE-age insecticide using the Arborjet system. TREE-age provides 2 years of 
protection.

 
A Request for Proposals was issued and published in January 2017 in accordance with the Village’s 
Purchasing Policy. Proposers were asked to review groups of ash trees, list treatment options and provide 
prices for 3 years. The proposals received are summarized in the following tables:

Group 1 Ash Trees 
Service Provider Total 2017 Total 2018 Total 2019
TruGreen LP $13,578.00 $13,578.00 $13,578.00 Low Bid
Emerald Tree Care, LLC $16,740.00 $17,112.00 $17,484.00
Winkler’s Tree and Landscaping $23,994.00 $24,552.00 $25,110.00
Steve Piper and Sons $28,086.00 $29,016.00 $29,760.00
Nature’s Trees, Inc. dba SavATree $28,458.00 $29,016.00 $29,574.00
Kinnucan Company $41,850.00 $41,850.00 $41,850.00
Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. $47,058.00 $47,058.00 $49,290.00
The Davey Tree Expert Company $48,360.00 $49,290.00 $50,220.00
Trees “R” Us, Inc. $90,210.00 $92,070.00 $95,790.00
Homer Tree Care Inc. $116,250.00 $116,250.00 $120,900.00

Group 2 Ash Trees 
Service Provider Total 2017 Total 2018 Total 2019
Steve Piper and Sons $12,076.80 $12,457.60 $12,838.40 Low Bid
Emerald Tree Care LLC $16,592.00 $16,864.00 $17,136.00
Kinnucan Company $23,392.00 $23,392.00 $23,392.00
Trees “R” Us, Inc. $29,484.80 $30,028.80 $30,899.20
The Davey Tree Expert Company $34,544.00 $35,251.20 $35,904.00
Homer Tree Care Inc. $43,520.00 $43,520.00 $46,240.00
Nature’s Trees, Inc. dba SavATree $92,534.40 $94,384.00 $96,342.40
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Group 3 Ash Trees 
Service Provider Total 2017 Total 2018 Total 2019
Kinnucan Company $6,450.00 $6,450.00 $6,450.00 Low Bid
TruGreen LP $6,570.00 $6,570.00 $6,570.00
Steve Piper and Sons $9,375.00 $9,645.00 $9,930.00
Trees “R” Us, Inc. $10,425.00 $10,500.00 $10,650.00
Nature’s Trees, Inc. dba SavATree $10,500.00 $10,815.00 $11,145.00
Homer Tree Care Inc. $13,875.00 $13,875.00 $14,250.00
Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc. $14,175.00 $14,175.00 $14,850.00
The Davey Tree Expert Company $14,160.00 $14,445.00 $14,730.00

Based on a review of the contractor’s qualifications, approach to the project, experience and cost, staff 
believes the following three ash groups can be assigned to three different contractors, each with a three-year 
contract for the work: 

 Group 1 - TruGreen LP of West Chicago, Illinois, for $40,734.00, 
 Group 2 - Steve Piper and Sons of Naperville, Illinois for $37,372.80, and 
 Group 3 -Kinnucan Company of Lake Bluff, Illinois for $19,350.00

TruGreen LP has been treating Village ash trees for several years, most recently in 2016, and all work has 
progressed well.  Steve Piper and Sons had a tree removal contract with the Village in FY 2006 and FY 
2007 which they performed well. References for EAB treatment contracts and other municipal work are 
positive.  Though Kinnucan Company has not yet had any Village contracts, all references are positive and 
staff is satisfied with their qualifications.   

In terms of cost, the Village received excellent unit prices which are lower than the previous 3-year 
contracts.  The sum total for FY 2017 to treat all 3 groups is $32,104.80.  Below is the cost history for 
reference.

          

ATTACHMENTS

Contract Documents – TruGreen LP, Steve Piper and Sons, Kinnucan Company
Contractor Evaluation Form FY16 - TruGreen LP

Year Trees Treated Total Cost
2014 2,568 $50,807.52
2015 2,334 $50,700.11
2016 1,936 $45,157.59
2017 1,457 (planned) $32,104.80
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